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PEEFACE. 



Tliti life of John Kelly, written without partisan 
bias, and to promote no other object but the vindication 
of the truth of history, is presented to the reader in 
the following pap;cs. 

The narrative is associated with three great epochs 
in American histor}', in each of which John Kellj has 
acted a prominent and a)nBcrvative pait. If he ap- 
pears in the f or^round of the picture which the author 
has attempted to sketch of those epochs, it is because 
no true history of them can be written without aiscord- 
ing to him such a place. He was the champion of 
civil and religious liberty during the era of Know- 
Kothingism, and contributed as powerfully to the 
overthrow of the Enow-Nothing party as any man in 
the United States, with the single exception of Henry 
A. Wise, of Virginia, who slew the monster outright. 

In the fierce war between Barnburner and Hunker, 
and Hard Shell and Soft Shell Democrats, which broke 
out in 1848, and continued to rage throughout the 
State of New York with intense bitterness for eight 
years, John Kelly, in 1856, played the conspicuous 
part of pacificator both in the State and National 
Conventions of his party. The re-un'iOn which then 
took place between the Hards and Softs resulted in 
the nomination of Buchanan and Breckenridge at 
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Chfinnifi, wlio were elected President and Vico- 



PMdentof the Uoited Statce. 

The tbifd epodi covers tlio contest with the Tweed 
Bing, and the ezpnlsion of the Ring from Tammany 
Han in 1878, when the Reformers were led by John 
Edly. Grrand Sachem Tweed had to give place to 
Giand Sachem Angnstas Schell ; and Sachems Peter 
& Sweeny, A. Oakey Ilall, and Richard B. Connolly 
vcre sneoeeded hy Sachems Horatio Seymour, Samnel 
J. Tnden and John Kelly. It was not merely a 
dunge, but a rev<dation. 

To adiieve the resalts reached in 1872, and in the 
few yean immediately following, a leader of oon- 
-^Tftt power was necessary. Honesty, courage, and 
^gadty in the highest degree were required in that 
kider. A man of action — ^not a visionary in the closet, 
vai what the times demanded. Upon John Kelly, 
vfae aoQU^t not the position, bat had it thmst npon 
Vatf then devolved the leadership of the Democratic 
fsty in Hew York. The events of that period have 
|B«ed into histoiy, and altboagh there were some who 
it Oe time edled Kelly a dictator, posterity will be 
■oie apt to remember him as a benefactor. 

For yMn the sntrject of this memoir has been the 
tngst of ealmnny and misrepresentation. His whole 
ib Ihmi diildliood to the present hour is here laid 
Worn tho i«ider,aa the best answer to his mali^ers. 

J. F. McL. 
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THE ILLUSTRATIONS. 



The anthor has been at much pains to procnre 
good pictures of Mr. Kelly. The caricaturists liave 
taken so many liberties with his face, and presented it 
in so many ridiculous lights, that public curiosity is 
felt in eveiypart of the United States to know exactly 
how John Kelly does look in propria persona. To 
gratify this curioisity the book has been embellished by 
three excellent likenesses of Mr. Kelly, taken at the 
ages respectively of thirty-five, fifty, and fifty-eight 
To Mr. Edward Bierstadt, whose picture of President 
Garfield has been much admired, the reproduction in 
artotype of the pictures for this volume was intrusted. 
Fine engravings were used to get the likeness, and the 
artotypist has executed his work with great success. 
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JoBN Kelly is the best abused man in America. 
Fifty or sixty years ago Andrew Jackson was sab* 
jected to similar treatment. The hero of New Orleans 
lived down the slanders which were hurled thick and 
fast upon him by political opponents. Mr. Kelly will 
do the same thing, for the people, though easily im- 
posed upon for the moment by artful men, soon 
correct their own misconceptions, and invariably ren- 
der justice to public characters. The malice whicli 
invents slanders is incapable of transmitting them into 
history. 

Fugitive and imperfect sketches of John Kelly's 
career have appeared from time to time in the news- 
papers. No detailed narrative of his life has hitherto 
been submitted to tlio public. The writer of these 
pages is conscious of tlie difficulty of portraying the 
character of a living man. Appreciation of merit 
should not nm into ^panegyric; condemnation of 
faults should not bo spared where faults are found. 
The advantages possessed by the present writer to 
discharge the task he has undertaken have been 
derived from an acquaintance with Mr. Kelly ex- 
tending over thirty years, and from participation in 
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public iffain in which that gentleman has been a 
cunspicnoiu actor. Mr. Kellj has figured in transac- 
tiooa whidi will fonii an interesting chapter in the 
bi^torj of the present times. The testimonj of a 
contemporary who preserves a distinct recollection of 
the events he describes will always be an aid to the 
historian of the next age, who mast sift evidence in 
order to get at the trnth, and who should reject what- 
ever fidls below that standard. There would not be 
■o many fictions in American biography, if tlioso who 
have participated in the scenes would record their 
booest leooUection of them. The testimony of an 
eye-witness is in the nature of primary evidence, and 
the historian can have no more helpful auxiliary than 
flocb a reminiscent The following pages are offered 
to the pablio as the contribution to American biog- 
raphy of one who has enjoyed unusual advantages of 
knowing the man he writes about 

Mr. Kelly is one of the few remarkable men the 
pieaeQt political generation has produced. The public 
has feed so much about him both of pure fiction and 
eoene abase, that an outline sketch of his life will no 
doabt prove acceptable to candid readers, and furnish, 
at the seme time, a corrective of current misrepresen- 
trti i?***- It mig^t seem strange to those who do not 
ilop to eooaider the causes of it, that a life-long citizen 
ef New York, who has acted a prominent part in its 
dMNild have come to be misunderstood by co 
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many i)eople. But to those who look into the matter 
more closely the explanation is not difficult to find« 
Mr. Kelly is a man of very positive cliaracter. Ue 
has antagonized powerful men, and on several mem- 
orable occasions thwarted tlicir schemes of ambition 
and self-aggrandizement He has thus excited re- 
sentments, and in their disappointment his opponents 
have sought revenge. Some of these gentlemen con- 
trol great combinations of corporate wealth, and pos- 
sess enormous private fortunes. They have not found 
it difficult to enlist a large section of the press into a 
species of anti-Kelly crusade. The weapons of par- 
tisan warfare are not very clioicc, and this crusade has 
l)ecn carried on without much regard to the amenities 
of journalism, but with a resolute and persistent atten- 
tion to the main idea, namely, tlie elimination of Mr. 
Kelly as a political leader, by proclaiming him to be 
tlie representative of one of the worst elements of 
American politics. But this mode of attack, while it 
may answer a temporary purpose, is alway. in the end 
a weak one. Intelligent people 1)econic interested 
to know more of a man who excites his opponents 
into storms of abuse, torrents of invective, and hurri- 
canes, as it were, of rage. Is it all real, or does it 
cover a purpose t That becomes the question which 
the public soon ask, and its answer is always favor- 
able to truth, and fatal to the manipulatons of an 
artificial excitement, for intelligent people have an 
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I independent way of getting at the truth the moment 
thej suspect it is being kept back, and get at it they 
will, and they do. 

Jn this manner John Kelly's political opponents 
hare really done him a Benioe. The universal gaze 
has been directed towards the man, and the monster 
painted by reckless partisans of other and rival poH- 
tidans has been fonnd to be no monster at all, but a 
plain, quiet man, honest and straightforward as old 
Kat Macom himself— to whom he was once likened by 
the late Alexander H. Stephens— of very original and 
ragged older of mind, of powers of command scarcely 
equalled by any other statesmen in the United 8utes 
tod«7i » foo to humbug, a terror to corruptionists— 
one, in short, to inspire love and respect rather than 
hatred and ill-will in the minds of disinterested i>eople. 
The writer thinks he knows John Kelly intimately 
and thoroogUy. His mind is powerful, without the 
aenteoess of a Calhonn, or the imagination of a Wcb- 
•fer, bnl as Cur as he sees his objects he sees with 
the eje of a statesman, and no judgment was ever 
•oonder. Of ideas in their simplicity men in general 
kava b«t a partial cognition, an apperception of con- 
as phOosophers term it, and not the clear 
Bnt the perceptive faculty is Mr. Kelly's 
pm^aiinent fealare. He is deliberate in mental 
tmsting nothing to fancy or imaginationi 
diitiiigaiahed for impulsive celerity of antim. 
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but almost invariably sure in his conclusions. Thus 
it has been sometimes, that his ])lan8, when suddenly 
deranged in action by unforeseen circumstances, were 
not rapidly reformed, and defeat came u^wi him. 
But when he is in rest, and left to himself to devise 
and map out movements, his judicious arrangement 
and skill in deciding upon what is best to do have 
proved almost faultless. Incapable of fear, he has 
seemed to some to go forward to his objects with 
blind obstinacy. But those who think so have 
a superficial knowledge of the man, for prudence 
is his controlling quality. Before he reaches a 
decision, every circumstance and consideration is 
maturely weighed, all suggestions are patiently 
heard, all doubts exert restraint upon him. Indeed, 
his prudence has exposed him to the charge by 
more hot-headed men of being a plodder, so care- 
f uUy does he labor to mature plans. It is only when 
he has reached a decision that his purpose becomes 
fixed and immovable^ and he goes through with it, no 
matter what obstacles beset his path, or what less 
courageous friends may advise to change his resolu. 
tion. Mr. Kelly has, in fine, granite firmness, and 
there is a broad distinction between firmness and 
doggedness. 

Nature has given hun a high temper, but reflection 
and habits of self-command have reduced it to alniost 
perfect subjection. If aroused, however, and goaded 
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to puBKnii he is one of tlie most tremendous men in 
his wimtb, and one of the most formidable in Iiis 
mode of delivering battle. A man of warm afTcc- 
tioos and commanding presence, Im i)cr8onaI niagnet- 
iMn is simply wonderful. His name, wherever ho is 
well-known, is never mentioned at public meetings 
withont storms of applause immediately breaking 
fortlii His appearance at pnblic gatherings is always 
tlie signal for liand clapping and expressions of wel- 
come of tliat nnmistakable sort only bestowed on a 
favorite. In this respect John Kelly almost rivals 
Henry Clay, and since the death of the illustrious 
Hill Boy of the Slashes no otlier man in America has 
iMid snch an enthnsiastic personal following. 

While his liberality is great it is unpretentious. 
Pnblieity in well-doing is repulsive to his nature. 
Ilia charity, whidi is almost ceaseless, is consequently 
always silent Tlie solidest kind of man in build 
and dnwac ter , he delif^ts in action more than words, 
and is known in New York as the safe leader. liis 
natond ttoendeney over men is instinctively recog- 
niMd. For these and kindred qualities his influence 
in Ameriean polities is as potent as that of any other 
atatwnHin in pablie life, and the reader of the follow- 
ing piges will tfnd, it is believed, that this influence 
always benefldally exerted. 






CHAPTER XL 

niS PABENTAOE AND KAKLT LIFK— SCHOOL DAVS — KU» 
1*L0TKD DY JAMR8 OORDOK BENNETT — APPBENTIOKD 
TO JACOB B. CBKAMEB—DAVID 0. BKODEBIOK — 
KELLY, CAPTAIN OF BMMET OCARDS — ATHLSnC 
SP0BT8 — HIS FONDNESS FOB PRIVATE TlfEATRIOALS 
— ^RELIGIOUS STRIFE — A BATTLE AT THE POLLS — 
KELLY AS LEADER — THE KNOW-NOTHING PARTY. 

John Kelly was bom in the city of New York, 
April 20, 1822. The home of his parents and spot of 
his nativity was in Hester Street near Mott, in the 
old Sixth, afterwards changed into the Fourteenth 
Ward, famous for its ])oliticiatis. lie springs from 
that stalwart race of men who have played so eon- 
spicnous a part in the history of the United States — 
Tyrone County Irishmen. From Tyrone County came 
Richard Montgomery, whom Bancroft places second 
only to Washington as the military genius of the 
Bevolutionary War ; thence also came Alexander Por- 
ter, the illustrious Louisiana statesman, and one of the 
great lights of the United States Senate in its palmiest 
days. Archbishop Hughes, who left his impress on 
the age in which he lived as one of its most remark- 
able men, and General James Shields, one of the 
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hwoct of two American ware, wlio enjoyed the nn- 
pracedented di«tinctk>n of having been elected to the 
United States Senate at rarions times by three great 
States of the Union, were both emigranU from Tyrone 
County, Ireland. Ont of this Milesian liivo, seeking 
hie fortnnes in the New World in the early pait of 
the iirescnt centnry, came Hugh Kelly, father of the 
•object of this memoir. He married Sarah Donnelly, 
of Goonty Fermanagh, a small connty adjoining Ty- 
rone. The marriage took place in Ireland. There f 
were seren cliildren bom to the parents, of whom 
John was the fourth. The others were five danghters 
and • son, the last named after the father, Hugh. 
Old New Yorkers, who were acquainted with the 
mother of John Kelly, have informed the writer of 
this memoir tliat slie was a woman of remarkable force 
of cfaaiacter, a devout Christian, and a mother who 
bnmglit ap her children in the love and fear of Gwl. 
The children were all vivacious, and very oommunica- 
tiwe an ong themselves in the family cirele, with Uio 
cxeeptioa of John, who was quiet and thoughtful, 
■Dd » better listener tlian talker. On one occasion a 
■eigfabor pud • visit to the KeUys, and brought hews 
of an esennioa, • pio-nic, or some such affiur, that 
pfe-«l and greatly excited the litde ones, each of 
whom, save John, had something to say about it. At 
length the neighbor looked over at John, who lud 
a aOent listener, and exdaimed, "Look at 
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John there, with Iiib big head, taking it all in, and 
not Baying a word.'* "Oh, yes/' said the mother, 
" that is his way ; he thinks a great deal more tlian he 
talks, but be sure he is not dumb.'' A New York 
ncwRpa])er once cynically characterized him as an ox, 
hut the dumb ox, to use the figure of Albcrtus Magnus, 
has given a bellow which has been heard round the 
world. The devotion of Mrs. Eclly to her elder son 
was peculiarly tender. At one time, when he was a 
small boy, he had to cross the East River daily. The 
mother would often accompany him to the boat in the 
morning, and always went to meet him on his return 
in the afternoon. Other boys going and returning at 
the same time observed that young Kelly's mother 
never failed to be at the landing in the afternoon to 
accompany her son home. The mischievous boys 
sometimes cracked jokes at bis expense, and teased 
him about his mother's apron strings. He stood the 
bantering well enough for a time, but at length grew 
tired of it. One of the tallest and strongest of the 
boys hearing that Kelly had threatened to thrash the 
next iellow that annoyed him on the subject, took 
it into his head to try his mettle. " Say, Kelly," ex- 
claimed this one, "bow's your mother? Boys, he's 
got a good mother, sure. She won't let him go run- 
ning about the streets with the gang for fear he might 
learn something wicked, but comes for him and ta&es 
her little boy home every night Come along, Johnny, 
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•Bd be tucked in yoor little bed. Bab ! " A flashed 
face Mid denched fist told that Kelly would stand no 
more nilleiy of that sort. A smart battle took pl«co 
on the .pot between the two yonngsters, and ended in 
the diseomfitnie of the lai^r boy. Kelly's victory 
"««le him a favorite among his companions, and tliey 
•11 ioon came to look npon him as a sort of leader, 
•Ithoogh he woold not loiter with the crowd at street 
eotners of evenings, nor hannt the purlieas of the city 
where youth Iomm ito innocence, and flaunting vice 
•lopes the way to ruin. 8nch a mother is a guardian 
Mgel to her children, and Mrs. Kelly's afternoon escort 
to ber son provoked no more jibes at the expense of 
the Utter. This incident affords an insight into the 
methods of bis boyhood, and shows how, under the 
fortenng hand of his mother, the clmmcter of the 
f -tare man wm moulded. The American sin ofennwg 
«Kl swearing i. first picked up by children running 

^Ijrabont the streeU into dl sort, of company. John 
Kelly was never wJdicted to this bad habit, and it may 
be doubted whether bis most intimate fnend of to^ay 
ever bewd bim utter a profane oath. The Psalmist's 
•V-tion to walk M>berly and chastely in the day bo- . 
fore the Divine Face should be the aim of the rising ; 
^MHm With that object in view children should 
be kept out of temptation in the pitfalls of a great 
aty. After awhile^ when the habit, of a promising 
J«rtl. are Ibnned on th. ri-l.t rfje, temptation assail. 



him in vain, and M'liether it be from the cot of poTcrty 
or the mansion of wealth, a Iicro Bteps forth for life's 
hattic, who may be depended npon to make his way, 
and render a good account of himself. 

In the case of young Kelly, it was from the cot of 
poverty he emet^ged. His father's and mother's busi- 
ness of a small retail grocery store afforded the family 
a modest but comfortable living. But while John was 
still a small boy of eight years his father died, and 
the widow and her elder son had to become the 
bread-winners — the former managing the store, and 
the latter, when about ten years old, going out in 
quest of employment John had attended for some 
two or three years the parochial school attached to old 
St. Patrick's Cathedral in Mott Street. Now he had 
to give up the school and go to work. It was a sore 
trial to him, for ho was ambitious of book learning, 
and the dream of his life was to get a good education. 
But he started out with a brave resolution to seek 
employment. For a long time the search was tedious 
and unsuccessful. lie had to take many surly replies 
from ill-bred people, and often went home tired at • 
night after a fruitless day's rounds, to begin the work 
over again in the morning. But he told his disap- 
pointments to no one, unless indeed to whisi)er them i 
to the fond mother whose strong heart went out in 
audi sympathy with his own, and whose sound prac* 
tical sense helped him to form some new plan for the 
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It is probable that the lesson he letraed 

** man's inhomanity to man ^ dnring his first 

I trials to make his way in life was never for- 

When the day came for himself to monnt to 
and to be called npon by many yonng and old 

a friendly hand to help them to their feet, 
[eDy proved to be a real philanthropist, utter- 
I gentle word, cheering the drooping heart by 
tAowing generosity and charity of his own, 
rer allowing a human being to pass ont of his 
f without feeling better and stronger for har- 
ied his sorrow to him. 

lay John went into die Ilerald office, then in 
1^, and asked James Gk>rdon Bennett whether 
ited an office boy. Mr. Bennett scanned the 

■ 

r from head to foot withont making a reply. 
^j satisfied with the first scmtiny, he bq^n a 
itiou with him, which continued for fire or 
lotes. There was no better jndge of character 
e elder Bennett, and he was always quick in 
a decision. *' Come in here, my lad, and take 
r hat and get to work," said he, and John 
bmid himself an employ^ forthwith of the 
ditcnr. *Ko two men hare erer made their 
ore thonraghly in the metropolis of the United 
lian James Oordon Bennett and John Kelly. 
I editor desery in that first glance at the boy 
it powers whieh ultimately have made Kelly 



so distinguished } '' It is said," remarked the editor 
of the Utiea Obierver^ in a notice of Mr. John Kelly 
in that paper, '' that old James Gt)rdon Bennett took 
a great fancy to him. This speaks much in his praise, 
for the founder of the Ilerald was quick to see the 
possibilities of greatness or usefulness in an unde- 
reloped yonth."(«) 

Ercning schools then but recently had been estab- 
lished in New York, and the youth was quick to arail 
himself of the advantages they afforded to boj^s in his 
situation for acquiring an education. He became a 
regular attendant at one of those night schools, 
was a diligent and close student, and, like the great 
Sir Thomas More, '^ rather greedily devoured than 
leisurely chewed his grammar rules." The editor of 
the Utica Observer^ one of Mr. Kelly's most energetio 
opponents and Governor Robinson^s ablest advocate 
in tlie press, dnring the celebrated New York guber- 
natorial struggle of 1879, declared of Kelly, in the 
heat of that campaign, and in an article containing 
an attack upon him, '^ that there is a great deal 
to admire in the character of John Kelly." Of his 
education the editor added: *' His thirst for learning 
had not been satisfied in his youth, and he proceeded 
by study to enlarge the scope of his understanding. 
He became a good scholar in French, as well as in 

EngUsh, and for twenty years he has devoted several 

• 

(«) Uiien O^rver, Bept, 16, 1879. 
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of eTerjr diij to the pnnait of literature And 
e. If anybody has imbibed the impression that 
Lellj is an i(piorant man, he does not want to 
Bt tliat dchision with an actual examination of 
Mly's acquirements. A Utica man wlio met 
ioa in the presence of Prof. Bonamy Price, of 
I9 says that he held his own in a discussion on 
ial Economy with Enghmd's foremost teacher 
It science."!*) He proved to be an excellent 
wyt was always at his post, and was as punc- 
IS the clock in folfilling engagements. He 
B a great favorite with Mr. Bennett, and 
at length, as he grew older he resolved to 
ip his employment in the Herald office 
ler to learn some rq^ar business or trade, 
ainett tried to dissuade him from his purpose, 
ered additional compensation as an inducement 
a to remain. But while greatly appreciating 
pbyer's kindness, young Kelly replied that his 
and her laige family mainly looked to him, 
Br brother, for support, and that it had always 
08 intention to go into business on his own 
m The time had now come to carry out that 
!• Mr. Bennett, in his brusque but kindly 
micey gave John some parting advice and 
lum well, predicting that success awaited him 
ttturo career. Tlie boy now apprenticed him« 
M OKm Oteffwr. Sept te» 1879. 



self to Jacob B. Crcjimcr, a grate-eettcr and soap-stone 
cutter at 34C Broome Street, then on the corner of 
Broome and Elizabeth, and Kpecdily learned that trade. 
He had grown to be a large 1)oy, with the thews and 
sinews of a young HerculcH, and although ho was not 
quarrelsome, he was high spirited and courageous, and 
would brook no insult from anyone. In the factory 
where he worked tliero was another young man, three 
or fonr years older than liimself, a dark complexioned 
powerful fellow, of a domineering temper, with a 
reputation for fisUcuffs. One day this person got 
angry with Kelly and struck him. Kelly returneil 
the blow. The men in the establishment separatc^d 
them, but the blood of liotli was np, and a iight was 
agreed upon between them as soon as the bell should 
be rung for dinner. They went into the factory 
yard and prepared for battle. The hands afiout 
the establishment finding the boys meant to fight, 
undertook to secure fair play in the encounter. Kelly 
was much shorter tlian his antagonist, and no one 
supposed he had any chance to win. At it they went 
pell mell, with a lively intercliango of heavy thuds. 
The older youth fought rapidly, and brought Kelly 
down several times with furious blows. Fighting 
was not allowed while either of the boys was on the 
ground, and in this way matters progressed for fifteen 
or twenty minutes, Kelly getting the worst of it all 
the time, but showing great endurance, and urging 
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no one should interfere. He had tnade thns far 
▼cr^ little impreaaion on hia antagonist. He 
rrody howoTer, that one of his chanoe blows hid 
ri the otlier to wince with pain. From that 
leat be Uxik all the ponishment the larger boy 
I inflict, and made tlie battle one of strategy, 
▼ing himself to give a blow in the same place, 
h lie foond to lie tlie other^s weak spot The 
Wfw began to tarn, and it soon became evidcpt 
• onlookers that the big swarthy fellow was no 
h either in oonrage or endorance for Kelly. The 
r, selecting the weak spot, laid his antagonist on 
mtk eeveral times by well-directed blows. The 
fine be feU both his strength and conrage col- 
i, and he bellowed ont crying that he was 
pad and woaM fight no more. One of the men 
bad wi tn es sed the enconnter with the closest 
Ikn ftom beginning to end, and saw that Kelly 
ton it by anpenor intelligence, now mshed np to 
and taking his hand exohiuned, '' Well Johnny, 
ojf Jon are a born general sore, and yon will yet 
peat general orer men when yon grow up to be 
n yoaselC A few years ago an aged man 
id Ifr. Kdly'a crowded office at 117 Kassau 
, nd sent in hia name with the rest When 
m eme be was admitted. ** Do you not know 
bvEeOyf aaid the old man. <'No," was the 

4 

"l do Bot nodU 700." ** Do yoa ramember 
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Then you wore a boy the fight you bad with that big 
sirarthy fellow in Creamer's factorj' yard, when 
one of the men told you you would one day become 
a great general over men ? Well, I was that very 
man, and didn't I tell the tnith, sir!" Mr. Kelly 
remembered the occurrence and his visitor too, im- 
mediately, whom he had not seen for many years, 
and laughed heartily over the reminiscence of his 
yonth as he shook the old man's hand. 

, lie worked industriously at his new occupation, and 
is said to have displayed mechanical skill of no mean 
order. In due time he set up in business for himself, 
made friends rapidly, and secured an excellent line of 
custom. lie became a pro8|>erou8 young man, and 
was remarked upon for sobriet}*, modesty of deport- 
ment and attention to business. It was not long 
before he found himself able to branch out on a more 
extensive scale, for his friends were numerous and 
willing to lend him a helping hand when the needs of 
his business made it expedient to ask credit While 
yet a very young man, his success was sufficiently 
assured to justify him in establishing a soap-stone and 
grate factory at 40 Elizabeth street, and lie also opened 
an office where he took business orders, in a frame 
building on Broome street, next door to the church 
over which Dr. Maclay at that time presided, and of 
which Dr. Cohen, in subsequent years, became the 
pastor. Among his customers were Tliomas O'Conor, 
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of diaries 0*Ck>oory the lawyer; John A. 
fterward Governor of New York ; Horace P. 

and maDj other inflnential i)eople. John 
had now become a proeperotis man. His first 
"as for the beloved mother who had shaped the 
if his joatb in the ways he should walk, bnt 
eparted this life in the moft edifying sentiments 
tj when he was qnite a young man, scarcely 
r-one years of age. His next care was for his 
er brother and five sisters, towards whom he 
M a &ther, and for whose education and welfare 
\ DOW able to provide in a suitable manner. His 
iriy struggles for education had taught him to 
iate it highly in others, and he secured to his 
r and sisters advantages which disciplined their 
:iil years and qualified them for the duties of 
ife. Later on he took his brother into partner- 
rith him, but that brother and all his sisters, 
me, Hrs. Thomas, who lives near Mexico, in 
'Q Coanty, New York, died many years ago. 
dly, as already mentioned, owed to his mother's 
le blemng of right training in his youth, and the 
oent formation of his character in the practice 
Chriftian virtues. An old New Yorker who 
hk mother, has told the writer she was a 
fjb, disciplinarian, and taught her children to 
• troth in all things, and that the beginning of 
I is the fear of the Lord. His mother died 
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before her son's brilliant success began ; she who 
had equipped him for the battle stayed not to enjoy 
its triumphs. 

At this period of his life John Kelly had not a 
dream of ever entering upon a political career. In 
this respect he resembled another distinguished New * 
York statesman, the late Daniel S. Dickinson, who 
began life as a mechanic, became a woollen manufac- 
turer, and, beyond bcinj^ an earnest Democrat, jxtssed 
several years with no inclination whatever for the field . 
of politics. It was true, however, that even from his 
boyhood John Kelly displaj'cd rare capacity \o lead 
others, and he now found himself, in spite of ]>re- 
occupation in the manufacturing business, constantly 
called on by neighbors seeking his advice and instinct- 
ively following him. He was once asked by a news- 
paper reporter if he ever sowed wild oats in his youth. 
** That may \)o called a leading question," he replied ; 
*' I was in a gambling-house once in my life, but it M-as 
on business — not to gamble. And I never was in a 
house of assignation in my life. I don*t know what 
the inside of such a house is.'' " It is charged against 
you," the reporter said, ** that you attend church verj' 
regularly, and that you do it for effect." " Well," 
Mr. Kelly said, '^ that's a queer chaige to make against 
any one. I had a good careful mother who sent me 
to the Sunday-school regularly. I have been to ohurcli 
regularly ever since. Under such training, no doubt, 
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I ought to be a great deal better Chrifitian limn I am. 
I sai^ioee I ]iave been very wicked Bometimes, and 
jet I otn't recall luijr dmo when I liave been wilfullj- 

"I>aring Tweed's ascendancy in New York poli- 
tic*," said tlie well informed Utica editor, in tlie 
article already quoted from, " Mr. Kelly retired from 
Tunmany Hall. Between him and Tweed tlie bitter^ 
est bostflity always existed. It is pleasant to believe 
thai Kelly's mperior virtno made him distastefal to 
fha burly champion of ooimption. But tliat does not 
■eajonk for their fend. Daring the glow ol" his guilty 
gloc7, Tweed's ambition was to aecnre the endoree- 
nent of men of nnimpeachablo character. By turning 
}»A a page in political history, wo miglit show how 
wen be succeeded. Bnt he coiild not make terms 
with John Kelly, for Mr. Kelly would accept no posi- 
tion but that of rnler. William M. Tweed sworo a 
aolemn oatb tliat John Kelly never should control 
Tammaay Hall — and we all know what came of it." 
Sbortly before his death, while ho was a prisoner in 
Lodknr Street Jail, Tweed waa interviewed by a New 
Tork Herald reporter, and gave witli undeserved free- 
docn his imprcHione of the leading men ho had known 
ia politics. "Whom," said the reporter, "do you 
lygmrd ■• the most snceessful city politician of New 
Tosk in the thirty years of yonr experienced" "John 
M Ihw ToA IP#rM, Oct. Ifl. 187& 
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Kelly," eaid Tweed. " He was always a plodder — 
always ea\-ing something and learning something. 
He stood well with the Church — ratlier a high class 
man in the Clutrch — and got liis supiwrt there. I 
never did bnt one tiling for him ; twenty years ago 
I helped him beat Walsh for Congress." " When you 
came to politics," asked tlio reporter, " did yon ever 
remotely entertain the idea of sucli proportions as tho 
iling afterwards assumed ? " " No," said Twectl. 
'"The fact is. New York jTOlitica were always dis- 
honest — long before my time. There never was a 
time when yon couldn't buy the Bcmrd of Aldermen, 
except now. If it wasn't for John Kelly's severity, 
yon conld buy them now." (») 

The reporter of the M'ortd, with an odd sort of 
unconscious humor in his interview, not unliko 
Tweed's commercial valuation of piety as an invest- 
ment, so naively snggestod by the words, "rather a 
high class man in the Churcli," bluntly told Mr. Kelly 
that it was not only compUined against him that he 
attended Clmrcli, but that ho aggravate<I tlie matter 
by attending it very regularly. No wonder Kelly 
should liave thought that a " queer cliarge '' to make 
against him. 

An old citizen of New York, acquainted with him 

from his youth, is anthority for the statement tliat 

Kelly was as fully a leader of the young men of hig 

(a> Xbw York ffenld October !«. 187T. 
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)d when he first grew up, as he became of 
Dj Democrats at a later day. lie was of a 
lition, and while always temi)erate in his 
'onld go occasionally, after getting through 
ay's work, to the Ivy Green, a famous 
those days in Elm street, kept by Malachi 
> went to California in 1849, and which 
ard kept by John Lord. The Ivy Green, 
lairs in Fulton Street, was a i>opnlar 
place for politicians and their friends. 
jy, Peter B. Sweeny, Matthew Brennan, 
iroderick, and many other active young 

afterwards became prominent in politics, 
habit of visiting the Ivy Green, and John 

1 sometimes call there for a chat with the 

s frequently, but once in a great while, 

Broderick, the latter being a warm friend 

also dropped in at the Comet, another 

Bsort of the same kind, kept by Manus 
SXott street, where they would meet the 
crowd that frequented the Ivy Green, and 
ne quite often the celebrated Tom llycr, 
Uivan, and other champions of the manly 
iefence. ^ But,'' said tlie writer's inform- 
of these fighting men ever intermeddled 
or Broderick. The best of them would 
Ji bands full if he had done so.'" Poor 
who afterwards became a United States 
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Senator from California, finally fell in a duel in that 

State. 

Young Kelly was very fond of athletic sports. He- 
was a good oarsman, was often on the water, and 
pulled a shell with the best. There was a crack com- 
jiany called the Emmet Guards in New York, when 
Kelly was a young man. He was first lieutenant of 
this company during the captaincy of James McGrath, 
upon whose death ho was elected captain, and being 
fond of military matters, he brought his company to a 
high state of efficiency. Captain Kelly retained the 
command until he was elected Alderman in 1853. 
Tlie Old Volunteer Fire Department was then in its 
aeiiith. He was a member of it, and one of its lead- 
ing spirits. While he was in the Fire Department an 
incident occurred which has exercised a restraining 
infiuence over him through life. At a fireman's pa- 
rade, while he was in line of March, a burly truckman 
attempted to drive throngh the ranks. Kelly was 
near the horses and kept them back. The driver 
sprang to the ground, and made a furious attack on 
the young fire laddie. He received in return a blow 
from Kelly's fist whidi ended the battle by rendering 
the truckman insensible. He was borne to a neigh- 
boring doctor's office, and was resuscitated with much 
difficulty. For two or three days the truckman was 
disabled. Kelly, who had acted strictly on the de^ 
fensive, nevertheless was greatly distressed for his 
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mtagooisL He )iad \)txn unaware of the alinoet phe- 
Domenal force of liis own Mow, and Iiis trcmetidouB 
liitting power was fint fiilly revealed to him hy tlio 
eficct of bis fist on tlio truckman. To one of iiis 
intimate friends lie declared that be doeply r^p^ttcd 
tiiit aflair, bnt that, jierLapB, it bad Bcn-cd a good par- 
pose, for be was now unalterably rceoivcd never again 
M long u lie lived to Rtriko any man with all bis force, 
M matter what the provocation might be. 

ffii herculean strcugth and known courage have 
taitiines been seized npon by opponents for disparag- 
ing paragraphs in the newspaiwra, just ns the com- 
latireness of Andrew Jack^tn, in bis earlier days, was 
often commented upon to hisdetrimcnt. But as there 
m nothing mean or domineering in the tcmiier of 
JiekioD, any more than there' is in Kelly, only the 
liigfa and nncunquerable spirit that felt " the rapture 
«f the strife,'' Old Hickory did not suffer in iwpnlar 
esteem on aecoimt of bis early scrimmages. In 182S 
Dr. Jameb L. Armstrong, one of bis old opponents in 
Teaiieseee, gathered np and published as a pobtical 
nosegay a list of nearly one hundred pistol, sword and 
fistfig^itsin whicli Jackson had been engaged between 
the ages of 23 and 60. Jackson replied to tliis by 
promuiDg to cudgel Armstrong on sight. The cour- 
agt of Bcmie men is so conspicnous that they are 
reeognixed at once as heroes. In his admirable life 
«f KdsoD, Sonthey relates many acts of apparently 
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rccklesB intrepidity on the part of tlic bcro of Trafal- 
gar; but, as it was with Jackson, so was it witli Nel- 
son, bis condnct was not the result of real rccklcMncas ; 
it was not the courage of the bull-dog, the maddened 
bull or the cnragctl lion, but rather the play of a spirit 
which rose with the occasion, the exhibition of a will 
not to be appalled by dangers common natures shrink 
from. It was such a courage tbc poet had in view 
when he made Brutus say — 

" Set honor in one eye, ftnd doth 1' the other. 
And I will look on both iodlfTcTentlf." 
On several occasions in his career John Kelly has 
exhibited this heroic quality. Through bis agency, ftt 
a stormy political convention in Now York, when 
several of the most notorious partisans of Tweed, 
while clutching to retain the power which had Itccn 
wrested from their fallen chief, were beaten at every 
point, a resort to brute force was tlircatencd, and 
several of the vilest desperadoes in the city were des- 
patched from the hall to wiiylay Kelly and take his 
life Bfl be passed along tlie street. Some of his friends 
divined the purpose of the would-be assassins, and ad- 
monished Mr. Kelly of their movements. A carriage 
was sent for, and be was urged to get into it and be 
driven home, in order to avoid the bravos. Augustus 
Sehell, Horace F. Clark, and several other friends 
tried to persuade him to enter the carriage. Mr. ■ 
Kelly replied that he generally went home by a cer- 
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pointing to the street where the thugs 
lingy and it was his intention to go that 
If anybody wanted to kill liim, the oppor* 
d be given, as lie would neither seek nor 
miscreants. ^' Mj friends,*' he quietly re- 
if yon run away from a dog, he will be 
bite you.** He went out of the hall and 
the comer, keeping his eyes steadily fixed 
Bter group gathered there like beasts of 
I on, and was not molested. Detenuined 
B life, but deterred by cowardice when 
onted them, the villains made a plan to 
oselves in a small unoccupied frame house 
on Avenue, between 33d and 34th streets, 
owing morning, and to shoot him as he 
town to business. An old man living in 
>rhood, by the merest accident overheard a 
muttered plot of the conspirators, and saw 
next morning enter the deserted house, 
riend of Mr. Kelly, and suspected that he 
ttacked. He went out, and meeting Mr. 
him of his suspicion, and pointed out the 
dch the men were concealed. John Kelly 
Btreet, and proceeded deliberately to enter 
nd room from which the Ring desperadoes 
tonishment watched his approach. Think- 
id been betrayed — for it must have flashed 
that Kelly would not have the madness to 
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do such a thing unless he had assistance at hand — the 
terrified assassins fled from the rear of the house as he 
entered at the front He went into the room they 
had just quit, and saw four men running through a 
vacant lot as fast as their legs could carry them into 
the next street. Alone and absolutely unassisted, 
save by the cool judgment and unflinching courage 
whidi eminently distinguish his character, he adopted 
this hazardous line of conduct as the most effective 
way of confounding a gang of murderous ruffians, 
and stamping out their cowardly plots. He suc- 
ceeded. The Ring men beset his path no more. 
Those acquainted with John Kelly are aware that 

there is a humorous side to hiS character, and that he 

* 

possesses mimic powers of a high order. It is not 
generally known, but it is a fact however, that when 
he first grew up to manhood he was one of the organ- 
izers of an Amateur Dramatic Association, which had 
its head-quarters in a hall at the comer of Elm and 
Canal Streets, and which sent forth several profes- 
sional actors who afterwards attained eminence on the 
stage. Charles Place, Samuel Truesdale, Mr. Godwin, 
John Kelly and other well known citizens of New 
York were members of this company; and several 
great tragedies, notably some of the now n^lected 
ones of Shakespeare, were essayed by these aspiring 
youths. *^ Many of Mr. Kelly's friends," said a writer 
in September, 1880, in a New Tork weekly paper 
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cdled nke Ilour^ ** will lie surprised to learn that he 
oooe, in the character of Macbeth, sturdily challenged 
Macduff to ' lay on ' ; that as the sablcH^Ud Hainlet 
be was aoeostomed to win applanse as he expressed 
the wish that his < too, too solid flesh would melt ' ; 
and that his passionate outbursts as the jealous Moor 
in •Othello,* were wont to bring down the house. 
Equally astonished will they be to hear tliat, in the 
renalility of his genius, he was as much a favorite 
in •Toodles* and other of Burton's eccentric comedy 
|Muta as in the higher walk of t^^lredy." 

In Kelly's younger days religions persecution and 
hostility to foreigners had begun to be shown in not a 
few localities. This intolerant spirit, which had Iain 
dormant in America from the days of Washington to 
the end of Monroe's administration, broke fortli with 
gnat f ory in sereral parts of the country after the 
close of the "^ era of good feeling." The fathers of the 
nepoUic were liberal men who kept this spirit at a 
dialance. Ardibishop OarroU of Baltimore, the friend 
€ir Washington, was diosen by a unanimous resolu- 
tion of Congress, and in compliance with the desire of 
the deigj and laity of all denominations, to deliver 
the first anniversary address upon the father of his 
coontiy after his death. The address was delivered 
Febmaiy SS, 1800, and is still .preserved. Bishop 
of Boston, afterwards Cardinal Archbishop 
Boideaaz, Franca, was the warm personal friend 
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of John Adams, and when the Bishop was about to 
build a church in Boston, the first name on the list of 
his subscribers was that of President Adams. When 
Bishop Dubois, the friend of Lafayette, was driven 
into exile by the French Revolution, he found a place 
of refuge in Virginia, a home in the private residence 
of James Monroe, afterwards President, friends in 
his host and Patrick Ilenry, and, having no church 
of his own, a cluipel in the capitol at Richmond whicli 
the legislature of Virginia placed at his di8i)08al to be 
used for the offices of religion. These halcyon days 
of Christian charity and toleration in America were 
now about to be rudely interrupted. In 1831, the 
same Dubois, then Bishop of New York, had the mor- 
tification to see his church of St Mary's, in that city, 
set on fire by an incendiary and burned down. The 
first Catholic college in the State of New York was 
built in the neighborhood of Nyack, on the Hudson, 
in 1833, by this prelate. Religious bigotry incited by 
Rev. Dr. Brownlee and other enemies of the Catholics, 
soon applied the torch to the structure and reduced it 
to ashes. In 1834 the Ursuline Convent at Charles- 
town, Massachusetts, was bnrned and sacked. Two 
or three years later an anti-Catholic mob formed the 
design of burning St. Patrick's Cathedral in New 
York. A pious churchman. Bishop Dubois was also . 
a man of courage. If die civil authorities would not 
stay the fury of the mob| he determined to protect 
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a state of siege. The ample preparations to receive 
them disconcerted the church-burners, and the silence 
of the defending party, of whose presence they had 
become aware, made the incendiaries wary and appre- 
hensive. They faltered and lost heart, and slunk away 
in the direction of the Bowery, terrified from their 
wicked design by the intrepid courage of one old 
Bishop. They passed along the sidewalk adjoining the 
burial-ground in lines six deep, with frightful oaths 
upon their lips, while the men in the city of the dead 
remained as still and motionless as the tenants of the 
tombs below, but every finger was on a trigger, and 
every heart beat high with resolve to defend St. 
Patrick^s Cathedral and the graves of their fatliers 
from sacrilege and desecration. Driven by cowardly 
fear from the church, the mob crossed to the Bowery, 
^vrecking the houses of several Irishmen, and the 
tavern called the Green Dragon, on the way, and 
finally tlieir fury was let loose on the private resi- 
dence of Mr. Arthur Tappan, the famous abolitionist, 
whose windows and doors they broke, and otherwise 
injured his property. Thus by the prudence of the 
Cathedral defenders in avoiding collision with the 
mob, a terrible sacrifice of life was escaped, and 
young John Kelly, inspired by the counsel of the 
Bishop and his own coolness and sagaciiy, played a 
prominent part in preventing bloodshed and saving' 
theOathedraL 



The prejndice agwnat foreigners, an ontgrowth of 
tlut •vereion which the old Federal party leader* 
manifested towards Freiielimcn, Germans and Irisli- 
men. indeed to all foreigners flxcei>t Engliahinen. 
continued to increase in hiltcnicss after the close of 
tliu"enof good feeling." A i>ulitic!il party was at 
last or^nizedon a platformof disfriincliisementof the 
Irish and " the Dutch," tlio latter tx-ing a commonly 
nted niisnomcr for the Germans. This party took tho 
name of Native Americans. It advocated laws pro- 
hibitiDg Infill and German emigrants from landing on 
these shore*, and practical denial of the right ofsiif- 
fnge, or of holding office, to tlioec already here. Fur 
some years this nnwiee and Mnstatcsnianlikc policy of 
exdnuon and proscription seriously checked the tide 
of emigrslion from Eiiroi>c. Had the Native Amcri- 
f^mt prevailed, instead of the fifty odd milliona of 
jpopnlation in the United SUtea fo-day, there woidd 
haTe been less than twenty millionB, and tho wealth 
and greatnesB of the country would be diminished in 
like proportion. Instead of being, perhaps, the great- 
cat nation in the world, the United Suies would 
oeen[>j tlie position of a fourth or fifth-rate power, a 
little bat not much ahead of Canada on llio north, and 
the South American governments on the sontli. 

Ai the greater nnmber of tlio foreign population 
vcnBomui Catholics, a sectarian element was infused 
iBto the new par^, ind with bigotry Buperaddod to a 



widespread jealousy of foreigners, the Native AmericaD 
party soon signalized itself by burning down Catliolio 
clmrchce and colleges, and by bloody cliance-modleyt 
and deliberate riots witli German and Irish adopted 
citizens. In the year \S-U these disturbances reached 
n climax. A terrible riot occurred that year in Fhila* 
delphia, in which many hvcs were s-icritiocd, and the 
Catholic church of St. Augustine was laid in ashes by 
the mob. Tho scenes in that city bore resemblance 
to some of the godless excesses in Paris during the 
reign of terror. To be a foreignerwas to brave death, 
to be A Catliolic to court martyrdom in free America. 
It was at this juncture tlio Native American party 
in tho city of New York again threatened the destruc- 
tion of St. Patrick's Cathedral. The New York 
Courier and Enquirer, nnd Evening Erpresa fanned 
the passions of the people to white heat by api>eals to 
sectarian and nice prejudices. But there was a man 
then at the head of the Catholic Chureh in New York 
who i>oS6es6cd many of the qualities for which Andrew 
Jackson was distinguished. Bishop llugbcs belonged 
to tho tribe of the lions. He perceived that it was the 
favorite policy of the Native Americans to make New 
York city an anti-foreign stronghold. There, Catholics 
and r.do])ted citizens were powerful ; crushed there, it 
would be an easy matter to prostrate them every- 
where. In the month of May, 1844, the Native 
American leaders in New York, invited their brethren 
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of Fhfladdphia, who had mo6t distinguished them- 
flelFes in the deplorable events in tliat city, to visit 
Xew Yoric, and to bring with them emblems of the 
liorrible scenes in Kensington at the time of the burn- 
ing of the churcli of St Augustine, the better to fire 
the New York heart. A delegation of Philadelphians 
promised to accept the invitation and carry on the 
emblems. A public reception, and a procession through 
the streets, were to take place. It became evident 
that the purpose of this sinister movement was to 
re-enact in New York the scenes which had just dis- 
graced Philadelphia. Bishop Hughes took decisive 
action. He admonished Catholics to keep away from 
pablic meetings and unusual gatherings of the popu- 
lace, and, to avoid in a special manner, all disturbers 
of the peace. That great man, in looking over the 
eitj for pmdent and conservative persons to aid him 
in eanyingout his policy of forbearance, found no one 
on whom he more implicitly relied, and who proved 
moie effective in the emergency than John Kelly. 
Kabop Hughes and John Kelly's father were natives 
of tbe same county and neighborhood in Ireland. 
B e t ween the Bishop and his fellow countryman's son 
a wann friendship existed. They were both endowed 
with minds of singular originality and power, both 
natoial leaders of men, both possessed a remarkable 
hold on tbe respect and affections of the people. 
Aaoog die Whigs, at this perilous juncture. Bishop 
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Hughes also found several powerful supporters, chief 
among whom were William H. Seward, Horace G recley 
and Thurlow Weed. As the time drew near for the 
Native American demonstration, popular excitement 
and fears of a terrible riot increased. Bishop Hughes 
now called on the Mayor of the city, Robert II. Morris, 
and advised him not to allow the demonstration to 
take place. ^^ Are you afraid that some of your 
churches may be burned ? " the Mayor asked. " No, 
sir, but I am afraid that some of yours will be 
burned," the Bishop said ; " we can protect our own. 
I came to warn you for your own f^ood." " Do you 
think. Bishop, that your people would attack the pro- 
cession?" ^^I do not; but the Native Americans 
want to provoke a Catholic riot, and if they can do it 
in no other way, I believe they would not scruple to 
attack the procession themselves, for the sake of mak- 
ing it appear that the Catholics had assailed them." 

" What, then, would you have mo do ?" asked the 
Mayor. '^ I did not come to tell you what to do," the 
Bishop said. *^ I am a Churchman, not the Mayor 
of New York ; but if I were the Mayor, I would 
examine tlie laws .of the State and see if thera were 
not attached to the police force a battery of artillery, 
and a company or so of infantry, and a squadron of 
horse ; and I think I should find that there were ; and^ 
if so, I should call them out. Moreover, I should 
send to Mr. Harper, the Mayor-elect, who has been 
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J the Totes of this party. I should remind 
; these men are his supporters ; I should warn 
; if thej carrj out their designs there will be 
ind I should urge him to use his influence in 
ng the public reception of the delegates/* («) 
*iiaracteri6tic stand of Bishop Hughes had its 
No public reception of the church burners 
loe, but for nearly two weeks the Cathedral 
rded every night, and the mob which threat- 
destruction was kept at bay. During those 
jTS Bishop Hughes found John Kelly to be 
be most prudent young men in the Cathedral 
(nergetic in danger, conservative in conduct, 
iys responsive to the call of duty. His manly 
then may be said to have laid the foundation 
enduring confidence in his judgment, and 
for his character, which the Bishop ever after- 
It and expressed. Mr. Kelly was not a zealot, 
e 18 not a tinge of bigotry in his nature. He 
I, as he is now, a true liberal, and has always 
that religion and politics should be kept as 
irt as the poles. But he is the foe of intoler* 
1 while despising the arts of the demagogue, 
in New York has done more to uphold foreign 
in their rights, and to emancipate the ballot- 
a penecntion on the one hand, and fraudulent 
n the other. 

•*• Ufis of the DMSSsed Bishops, voL It, p^ lU-lU. 
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The Native American party finally developed into 
the notorious Know-Nothing movement, the party of 
grips, and signs, and dark-lantcms. In many of the 
election districts of New York no foreigner dared 
approach the polls. The i)rimaries were even worse, 
and were conducted in defiant disregard of the elec- 
tion laws. In John Kelly's ward, which was a fair 
illustration of every other ward in the city, any Irish- 
man or German risked his life by going to the polls. 
Gangs of repeaters and thugs, as far as they could, 
kept all foreigners from the primaries. These tools 
of the Know-Nothing leaders would fill the room 
where tlie election was held, take possession of the 
line, crowd out their opponents by threats or violence, 
retnm again and again, force their way, after pass- 
ing the spot where the votes were received, once 
more into the line, and repeat the farcical act of 
voting a second and third time, keeping up the vilhmy 
until relieved by another squad of repeaters, who con- 
tinued to enact the same scenes until the close of the 
polls. A friendly police force connived at these ras- 
calities, and openly backed up the repeaters and ballot- 
box stufiers whenever a determined citizen, in the 
exercise of his rights, resisted expulsion from the line, 
or attempted to defend himself from ^assault. So 
great became the terror these hiw-breakers inspired^ 
that opposition to them was practically at an end. 
This state of affitirs was more humiliating, since the 
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iiiij<Mi^ of Toten in the Fourteenth Ward were 
known to be Democrats. John Kelly protested against 
these outrages as a {mvate citizen, and at a meeting 
of Democrats declared Iiis intention of attending tlio 
next primary election in the Fonrteenth Ward, then 
near at hand, and exercising )iis riglit of voting at all 
hazards. Those who knew the man knew this was 
not an idle boast, but many tried to dissuade him 
from the rasii attempt, whicli, if persisted in, would 
likely enough cost him his life. 

Tlie primary election was to take place in a hall, 

long since removed, in the march of the city, which tlien 

stood on the comer of Grand and Elizabeth Streets. 

The part of the room for the inspectors' scats was 

protected by a high partition, and a box desk, like a 

bank teller^s window, with a hole only large enough 

lor a voter's hand to be put through in handing his 

balloCy to the receiving inspector, was placed at one 

side of the partition. A narrow path in the main 

room, fenced in by high rails, to allow but one voter 

to approach at a time, afforded the only means of 

aeocss to the polls. When the voter handed in his 

btllot, that was the last he saw of it, as the partition 

cffeetaally shut off observation from without. As a 

natter of fact it was the practice of the inspector to 

Amw the vote into a waste basket, on the floor at his 

f^ if it was not of the approved sort This mode of 

^ng the vox pnpuli had long been in practice, and 
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was not only an open evasion of the statute, which 
provided for the presence of watchers for the several 
parties, whose legal right it was to see tliat all had a 
fair opportunity to vote, but it was adopted with the 
dclil)erate pur]K)so of protecting the swindling in- 
si>ectors from detection while engaged in the nefarious 
work of making way with legal l)allots. On the day 
of the election John Kelly was early on the scene, and 
was accompanied, by a large numlxjr of the lawful 
voters of the ward, who appointed him as their 
watcher at the polls. lie and his friends forced their 
way into the hall, and as the black hole, behind which 
the frauds were practiced, was there in violation of the 
statute, it was straightway demolished, in order to 
secure at least a semblance of fairness to the voting 
al)out to take place. The Know-Nothings were at first 
struck dumb with astonishment at this bold step on the 
part of the Democrats. To defend themselves from 
violence was as mucli as the latter had previously at- 
tempted. Rage soon took the place of surprise, and a 
furious attack was made on those who had removed 
the box screen from a1x>ut the inspectors' desk. John 
Kelly, who had. been recognized as a Democratic 
watcher, was also set upon by the gang of ballot-box 
stuffers. A fierce scufiie ensued. But the Democrats 

outnumbered the Know-Nothings, and drove them 

• 

from the hall. The leaders of the latter party, ut- 
tering vows of vengeance, dedared they would soon 
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retmn with reinforceincnU, and make short work of 
Kellj and hia partj. They repaired to the shiinair- 
penten' qaariera at the fo(.t of Dolancj street, aiid 
•oon the news of tlieir discomfiture was spread abrcMid 
among the thonsands of mechanics in that part of tho 
dtT. These mechanics were, for tlie roost part, engaged 
in sliip boilding, for those were tlie days when New 
York's famous clipper ships whitened tlie seas and 
brouf^t back caigoes of commerce from all iwirts of tho 
world. The ship carpenters constituted a formidable 
body of athletic men, whoso influence at elections was 
cast on the side of the Know-Nothings. It was not 
long before a body of tliese mechanics, over a thousand 
in number, was drummed up in Delancy street and 
Tidnity, and marshalled by notorious Know-Nothing 
bullies, the crowd started for the hall in Grand street 
to infliet condign punishment upon John Kelly and the 
Fourteenth Ward Democrats, who had sliown the un- 
ptwedented andadty of interfering witli the usual 
Know-Nothing methods of carrying elections in that 
wild. In the meantime the Democrats had not been 
idle, but had recruited their own ranks to prepare for 
the tbveatened attack. Soon the two parties came into 
eoflision, and a desperate encounter took place. But 
for a aeeond time the victory remained with the Demo- 
cnta. The Know-Nothings, unaccustomed to serious 
opiNMition, were not prepared for it now, and advanced 
m A ptomiscnons manner, expecting to bear down 
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opposition and to have cvcr3'fhing their own way^ 
The Democrats presented a coni|)act front, and fought 
in com|)anics of ten each. The hall was cleared a 
second time of the assailing party. A great multi- 
tude was now gathered in the streets threatening to 
tear down or bum tlie building, when the Democrats 
suddenly sallied forth with the precision of veterans, 
and struck the Know-Nothing mob at a dozen differ- 
ent points simultaneously. The mob being gathered 
from all parts of the city greatly exceeded the Demo- 
crats in numbers, but the sub-divisions of tens on the 
part of the latter worked so well that their onslaught 
became irresistible. Soon the mob were flying in all 
directions, some seeking refuge in stores, others in 
private houses, and the rest were pursued into and 
through the Bowery with great impetuosity. ** The 
hour was come and tlie man." None knew it better 
than the Know-Nothing Dirk Hatteraicks of New 
York. The effect of that day's work in the Four- 
teenth Ward was ielt all over the city of New York 
for years afterwards, and its immediate consequence 
was to break the back-bone of Know-Nothingism in 
the ward in which it occurred. Thereafter Demo- 
crats, whether native or foreign bom, were not afraid 
to appear at election places. The moral effect was 
salutary. The timid were reassured, the indifferent 
were roused into interest in public affairs, and fair 
elections became more frequent in New York city. 
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Tlie one ttrong man wbo bad worked this revolution 
ins John Kelly. The Irieb and Grcmuin population 
looked upon him as their deliverer, and from that day 
forth the Know-Nothing power on the East side of 
the d^ dwindled into insignificance, and no furtlicr 
attempe to stifle the voice of the majority took place. 
Kelly became identified in the minds of the adopted 
citiwiis of all nationalities, but especially of the Irish, 
who were diiefiy aimed at, as their champion. Ilence- 
fiifth it was not possible for this strong man, this bom 
leader of bis fellows, to follow the bent of his indina- 
tkms and remain in a private station. He was elected 
to the Board of Aldermen, and next to the Congress 
of the United States. The Know-Notbings, by their 
excceses in New York, had raised np an adversary 
to their oath-boand secret organization wbo was des- 
tined to aecomplish as mneb in the Empire State for 
ei|iial lij^ts to all citizens, native and foreign-bom, as 
Alexander H. Stephens, in a similar contest, wronght 
out in OecMgia, and Henry A. Wise, by his great anti- 
^Nothing campaign accomplished in Virginia. 



CHAPTER III. 

THB OREilT OOMMONER OF OEOROIA — SPEECH OF A. R. 
STEPHENS — HENRY A. WISE OF ACCOMAC — HENKT 
WINTER DAVIS — HIS CHARACTER — JOHN KELLY 
MEETS HDI IN DKBATE — KELLy's STANDINO IN 
CONGRESS — HIS CHARACTER DESCRIBED BY LEWIS 
CASS, BY A. H. STEPHENS, AND JAMES GORDON 
BENNETF — THE ERA OF KNOW-NOTHINOISM — ^KELLY's 
PART IN rrS OVERTHROW. 

The future historian of the United States, when he 
comes to treat of that extraordinary movement in 
American politics called Know-Nothingism, will not 
do justice to the subject unless he assigns tlie post of 
honor in the work of its overtlirow as a national or* 
ganization to Stephens of Geoi^ia, Wise of Yiipnia, 
and Kelly of New York. A glance at the great work 
accouiplishod by these three men is all that can be 
attempted in this memoir. 

'^ True Americanism," said Alexander 11. Stephens 
in his memorable Anti-Know-Nothing contest in 
Georgia in 1855; '^ as I have learned it, is like true 
Christianity^lisciples in neither are confined to any 
nation, clime or soil whatever. Americanism is not 
the product of the soil ; it springs not from the land 
or the ground ; it is not of the earth, or earthy ; it 
emanates from the head and the heart ; it looks up- 
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*ird, and onwurd anO outward ; ib lifo and soul are 

"lose grand ideas of government wtiich characterizo 

onr institution B, and dietinguisli us from all otiier 

people ; snd there are no two features in our system 

which so sif^nally distingiii&li ua from all other natirins 

IB free toUraiion of religion and tlie doctrine of ea>- 

patriatian — tlie right of a man to throw oft his alle- 

gimce to any and every other State, prince or 

potentate whatsoever, and by naturalization to be 

incorporated as ft citizen into our body giolitic. Both 

these principics arc specially provided for and firraly 

tttablished in oar Constitution. l>iit these American 

Uaa which were proclaimed in 17Sit by onr ' eires of 

T6'are by their 'song' at tins day derided and 

Koffed at We are now told that ' natiiralizntion ' is a 

'kombog,' and that it is an impoMlbility. 60 did not 

Mr &tben think. This ' hnmbng ' and ' impoesibili- 

■I7' thc^j^nted in the Oonstitntion ; and' a vindi- 

ai6oa at the aame principle was one of the causes of 

onr aeeond war of independence. Let no man, then, 

hu^ becaose be was bom in America, presume to 

be imbued with real and true * Americanism,' who 

dtfaer ignorea the direct and poaitire obligations of 

tbe Constitiitioii, or ignores this, one of its most 

itriUt^ diaraeteristics. An Irishman, a Frenchman, 

a Gennaii, or Boasian, can be as thoroughly Ameri- 

tarn aa if be bad been bom within the walla of the 

«ld ladflpndanee Hall itself. Whidi was the • true 
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American,* Arnold or irnmiUon? The one was a 
native, the other an adopted bihi.'''"* 

Mr. Stephens had decline<l to \>c a candidate for 
Congress in 1855, and the Know-Nothings tiinntcd 
him with cownnlicc, Iwcaiisc, tliey said, if lie should 
run he knew he was doomed to defeat. His letter on 
Know'Nothingism to Judge Thomas, from which tho 
preceding extract is quoted, was denounced fanoudly 
by the Know-Notiiings, who loudly predicted tiiat 
the letter would prove to Ihj his political winding-slicct. 
These taunts were published throughout the country, . 
and induced Mr. Stephens to change his mind, and 
re-enter the field as a candidate for the Thirty-fourth 
C^ingress. In a speech at AugiiBta, Georgia, in which 
lie announced this purpose, he snid : " I have heard 
that it has been said that I declined being a candidate, 
becaneea majority of the district were Know-Nothings, 
and I was afraid of being beaten. Now, to all men 
who entertain any snch opinion of mc, I wish to say 
that I was inflnenced by no such motive. I am afraid 
of nothing on earth, or above tbe eartli, or nnder the 
earth, except to do wrong — the path of duty I shall 
ever endeavor to travel, ' fearing no evil,' and dread- 
ing no consequences. Let time-servers, and those 
whose whole object is to see and Sud out which way 
the popular current for the day and hoar rans, that 
they may float upon it, fear or dread defeat if tbe;r ' 
(•) a«T«luid'i Life of A. H Stephaoi, p. MB. 
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would rather bo defeated in a good caiieo 
Dinpli in a bad one. I wonld not give a fig 

who woakl Bhrink from the dischanrc of 
mr of defeat. All is not gold that gh'ttcrs, 
8 no telling the pnre from the base nntil it 
d to the fiery ordeal of the crucible and the 
Hie best test of a man's integrity and the 
>f his principles is the furnace of popular 
d the hotter tlie furnace the better the test. 
eled from a distant part of the Sutc, where 
d these floating taunts of fear — as coming 
istrict — for the sole and express purpose of 

to you, one and all, and in this most pub- 
announce to the otlier counties, without 
of party, that I am again a candidate for 

this district. The announcement I now 

name is hereby presented to the district ; 
Donvention under a majority or a two-third 
f myself. 

, fellow-citizens, that many of you differ 
)n those exciting questions which are now 
ad most unhappily, too, as I conceive— 
r people. It is easy to join the shouts of 
le, but it is hard to say to a multitude 
« wrong. I would bo willing to go into 
Know-Nothing lodges or councils, where 
xmld be against me, if I could be admitted 
; huving to put myself under obligations 
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never to tell what occurred therein, and there speak 
tlie same sentiments that I shall utter hero this night. 
Bear with me, then, while I proceed. <*> It is to 
exhibit and hold up even to yourselves the great 
evils and dangers to be apprehended from this ^ new,' 
and, I think, most vicious political * monster,' that 
I would address you ; and against the influences of 
which I would wani and guard you, as well as the 
rest of our people. While the specious outside title 
of the party is that ' Americans shall rule America,' 
when we come to look at its secret objects as they 
leak out, we find that one of its main purposes 
is, not that * Americans shall rule America,' but that 
tliose of a particular religious faith, though as good 
Americans as any others, shall be ruled by the rest. 

" But it is said the ^ proscription ' is not against a 
religious but a political enemy, and the Boman Church 
is a political party, dangerous and ix)werf ul. Was a 
bolder assertion, without one fact to rest upon, ever 
attempted to Ik3 palmed off upon a confinding people ? 
The Boman Church a political party 1 Where are its 
candidates ? How many do they number in our State 
Legislatures or in Congress t What dangers are they 
threatoning, or what have they ever plotted? Let 
them be named. Was it when Lord Baltimore, a 
Catholic, established the colony of Maryland, and for 

(«) The greater number of those he was addressing were ^ow* 
Kothings. 
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tbe fint tiue on tliis continent eftUblialicd tho prin- 
ciple of frco toleration in rnli^ctouB worship) Wu it 
wkeo Cbvles Carroll, a Catholic, eigncd the Declara- 
tion of lodepcndence ? But it is saiti tliat ^jreat 
danger U to be apprehended from tbo Catholics be- 
canse of a 'secret order' amongst tlictn, known as 
Jetaita. 'No one,* says a Know-Notbing writer, 
kwnn, or poesiblf can know, tho extent of their 
in this country. One of tliem niaj eat at 
TOUT table, instmct your cliildren, and profess to ho 
■ good Protestant, and yon never suspect him. Their 
I great aim is to make their mark in America. Perjury 
I to tbem is no sin, if the object of it bo to spread 
' Catbdicism or acquire political influence in the coo&' 
tiy.* Whether this be true of the Jesuits or not I 
cannot say. Bat I submit it to the consideration of 
eaodid minds how far it is true of the new order 
of Know-K^otbings, which is now bo strenuously 
endeaToring to make its mark in America, and to 
gain political influence in tiio country, not only hv 
pnttiog down ail foreigners, and all native-born citi- 
xena who may be of Catholic faith, but also all 
otber oatire-bom citizens who will not take upon 
thar necks the yoke of their power. Do not 
bondreds and thousands of them go about daily 
md bonriy, denying that they belong to tlie order, or 
dMt tbeyknow anything ahont it I May they not, 
lad do tiMtf Dot < eat at your table,' attend your sick, 



and some of them preach- from your pulpiU. and yet 
deny that ihcy know anything nimut that ' order . 
^hich they arc n.aking s-ich efforts to spread in the 
land 1 1 do not say all of tl.cni do this ; but is it not 
common will, tho ' order.' thus by «>me sort of equi- 
vocation and slippery construction, to mislead and 
deceive those with whom tbcy converect There is 
notbin.' worse that can !« sai'l of any man or any 
peoplc^indicating a destruction of morals or personal 
degradation, than that ' the tn.th is not in him.' It is 
the life and Boul of all tho virti.es, hninnn or divme. 
Tell mo not that any party will effect rclonmition of 
any sort, bad as we now arc in this land, which brings 
into disKspnte this principle upon which rests all our 
hopes on oartli, and all oi.r hopes for immortahty. 
And my opinion is that tho Protestant ministers of 
the Gospel in this country, instead of joining m this 
New England, puritanical, prescriptive crusade agamst 
Catholics, co..ld not render abetter service to their 
churches, as well as tho State, i.. the present condumn 
of morals amongst ns, tha.. to api>oint a day for every- 
one of them to preach to their respective congregations 
from this text, ' What is truth ?' Let it also be a day 
set aside for fasting, humiliation and prayer-for i-e- 
pentance in sackcloth and ashcs-on account of the ■ 
alarming prevalence of the enormous sin of lying! 
Was there ever such a state of gcnen.1 distrust l«twocti 
man and man before I Could it ever have been said 
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of A Georgia gentleman, nntil within a few months 
past, that bo says so and so, bnt I don't know whether 
to bdieTO him or not t Is it not hrin^png Protestant- 
and Christianity itself, into disgrace wiien such 
are daily made, and not without just cause, 
about Cbnreh communicants of all our Protestant 
denominations— and by one church member even 
about hia fellow-member t Where is this state of 
thiiigs to lead to, or end, bnt in general deception, 
h j poc risy , knarery, and universal treachery t 

^Was ever such tyraimy heard of in any old 
party in this eoontry as tlutt whidi this new * order ' 
«p I Every one of them knows, and whether they 
it or not, there is a secret monitor within that 
tdla tlwm that they have pledged themselves never to 
for any Boman Catholic to any office of profit or 
They have thus pledged themselves to set up a 
idigioos test in qnalilications for offico against the 
woids of the Constitution of the United 
Their rery organization is not only anti- 
inti-iepaUican, but at war with the f unda- 
law of the Union, and, therefore, revolutionary 
m Hm ehaneler, thvs silently and secretly to effect for 
iD pgaetied porposea a change in our form of govem- 
Aad what is this bnt revolnticmt Not an 
and Bianly rebellion, but a secret and covert 
to vndermine the v^ oomer-etone of the 
of ear Kbertieiu . 
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« monovcr any government denies to any class of 
ite citizens an equal participation in the privileges, 
imrannities, and honors enjoyed by all others, it i>arts 
with all just claim to their allegiance. Allegiance is 
due only so long as protection is extc.ded ; and pro- 
tcction necessarily implies an equality of nght to 
stand or fall, according to merit, an.ongst all the 
.nembcn. of society, or the citizens of the conmion- 
wealth. The best of men, after all, have enough of 
the old leaven of human nature lea alwut them to 
fight when they feel aggrieved, outraged and trampled 
upon ; and strange to say, where men get to hghtmg 
about religion they fight harder, and longer and more 
exterminatingly than upon any other subject. The 
history of the world teaches this. Already we see the 
spirit abroad which is to enkindle the fires and set the 
fagoto a blazing-not by the Catholics, they are com- 
paratively few and weak ; their only safety is in the 
shield of the constitutional guarantee ; minorities sel- 
dom assail majorities ; and i^ersccutions always begin 
with the larger numbers against the smaller. But this 
spirit is evinced by one of the numerous replies to my 
letter. The writer, says : ' We call upon the children 
of the Puritans of the North, and the Huguenots ot 
the South, by the remembrance of the fires of Smith- 
field, and the bloody St. Bartholomew, to lay do^vn 
for once all sectional difficulties,' etc., and to join m ' 
this groat American movement of proscribing Catho- 
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What 18 this but the tocsin of intestiDO strife t 
Wlij dll up Uie rcmembranco of tlio fires of Sinitli« 
fidd hot to whet the Protestant appetite for ven- 
f:e«iieet Why stir op the quiet ashes of bloody St. 
Bartbolofiiew, bnt for the hope, perhaps, of finding 
therein a slombering spark from which new fires may 
heitarted t Why exhume tlie atrocities, cruelties, and 
birbirities of ages gone by from the repose in which 
thej have been buried for hundreds of years, unless it 
be to reproduce the seed, and spread amongst us the 
same moral infection and loathsome contagion t — just 
at it ia said the plagne is sometimes occasioned in Lon- 
don by disentombing and exposing to the atmosphere 
the ktent Tims, of the fell disease still lingering in the 
dosty bones of those who died of it centuries ago. 
FeDow citiaens, Fellow Protestants, Fellow Ameri- 
cana—all who reverence the constitution of your 
coiintiy — I entreat yon, and I envoke you to give no 
Iktening ear to such fanatical appeals. 

^ When the principles of the Constitution are disre- 
garded, ^riien those * checks and restraints,' put in it as 
Kr. Madison has told us, for * a defence to tlie people 
against their own temporary errors and delusions,' are 
broken down and swept away, when the whole coun- 
try shall have been brought under the influence of the 
tUfd dqpnee of this Enow-Nothing order, if that time 
AmU ever eome, then, indeed may the days of this 
TS/egrnVB^f too^ be eonsidered as numbered. 
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«« I wish to say something to you about this tliird 
degree, the union degree, as it is called. For under 
this specious title, name of guise, the arch-tempter 
again approaches us, quite as subtly as under the other 
of * Americans shall rule America.' The obligation 
taken in this degree is * to uphold, maintain and de- 
fend ' the Union, without one word being said about 
the Constitution. Now, as much as we all, I trust, 
are devoted to the Union, who would have it without 
the Constitution ? This is the life and soul of it— 
this is its animating spirit. It is this that gives it 
vitality, health, vigor, strength, growth, development 
and power. Without it the Union could never have 
been formed, and without it it cannot be mainUined 
or held together. Where the animating principle of 
any living oi^nism is extinguished, this is death, and 
dissolution is inevitable. You might just as well 
expect that the component parts of your bodies could 
be held together by some senseless incanUtions after 
the vital spark has departed, as that this Union can 
be held together by any Know-Nothing oaths when 
the Constitution is gone. Congress is to bo done 
away with, except in so far as ito members may be 
necessary, as the dumb instruments for registering 
the edicts of an invisible but all-powerful oligarchy. 
Our present Goverpment is to be paralyzed by thia 
boaK5onstrictor, which is now entwining its coils around 
it It is to be supplanted and displaced by another 
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nrtituted ud aeeivtly oiigfuixed body to rise np 
steMl, a political « monster/ more terrible to 
ipUte thM the aerenbeaded beast spoken of in 
■oealjrpee. 

•re seen it sUted in the newspapers hy some 
ni writer, that mj letter to Col. Thomas will 
political windin«;^»beet. If you and tlie other 
>f the Eighth Congressional District so will it, 
k be; there is bat one other I should prefer— 
t is the Constitation of my oountiy ; let me l)e 
ipped in this, and then covered over with that 
nd the principles I have announced this night ; 
s shrouded I shall be content to be laid away, 
time comes, in my last resting-place with- 
ng «oy other epitaph but the simple inserip- 
'•d upon the headstone that marks the spot— 
eep the remains of one who dared to tell the 
•ey were wrong when he beUeved so, and who 
ientionally deceived a friend, or betrayed even 

ipoke Alexander H. Stephens, Geoi^a's 
*«*«nwi, of the peroicions tendencies of the 
*Wng party. On that speech he ran for 
Mid was elected bj three thousand majority, 
idungism was thns slain in Geoi^cia. Since 
of ICr. Stephens some scribbler with a talent 
rjr has taken the quotation marks from the 

rs UU pf A. IL Stephens, p. 47J, H uq. 
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paragraph about the Jesuits in the foregoing speech, 
affixed Mr. Stephens's name to it, and sent it on its 
rounds througli the press as the declared opinion of 
tlie dead statesman concerning the followers of Loyola. 
Mr. Stephens quoted the paragraph from a Know- 
Nothing writer, not to approve tlie attack on the 
Jesuits, but for the opposite purpose of showing it 
applied to the Know-Nothings themselves. No man 
in this country could use the weapon of retort with 
more effect than Alexander II. Stephens, and his re- 
marks on the paragraph in question afford a favorable 
instance of his power in that line. That this stupid 
calumny on the great man who battled so nobly for 
the equal rights of Catholics and Protestants, Jews 
and Gentiles, foreign born and native Americans, 
should have been pahned off on the public, is less sur- 
prising than that it should have found its way into 
certain Catholic newspapers, in the colums of at least 
one of which the present writer read it shortly after 
the death of Mr. Stephens. 

The ever memorable conflict in Virginia of 1855, 
between the Know-Nothings and Democrats, was led 
on the part of the latter by the gallant Henry A. 
Wise. That conflict was one of great national mag- 
nitude. If the Know-Nothings, theretofore victorious, 
had then succeeded, it is likely a civil war precipitated 
by religious fanaticism would have followed, not to be 
conducted between the States, as later unfortunately 
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oocorred, bat between citizens of the mme citiee, and 
towM and oe^boriioods thronghout tlio Union, with 
a hrj to make hnmanity shudder— in every sense of 
the word a dnl war. Tlie Vii^ginia election of that 
year was, therefore, watched with intense interest hy 
the whole American people, and a feeling of feverish 
excitement was eveiywhere visible. Henry A. Wise, 
the nneominxMnising enemj of the Know-Nothings, 
waa named as the Democmtic candidate for Governor 
ofYiiginia. Never was snch a canvass before. He 
■went everywhere, pouring oat fiery eloquence in the 
'Western Voantains, in the BIno Ridge that milks the 
•lowls, npoD the Potomac, lovely River of Swans, on 
the Rappahannock, the Piankatank, Mob Jack Bay, 
James River, Eliaabeth River, down to the North 
Oardina Une; and wherever he went this second 
Fstriek Ileniy stirred the people's hearts as they had 
■ot been stirred before. One of the best stnmp 
qieedMB ever beard in this country was made by Mr. 
Alexandria. He had declared hostility to tho 
Know-Nothings in a letter to a citizen of Virginia, 
September 18, 1854. 
In that letter be said :*< I am a native Virginian ; 
on both sides for two hnndred years were 
of this oonntry and this State— half English, 
^Seotcfa. I am a Protestant by birth, by baptism, 
V '"* « ^* < g*° »i belief, and by education and by adop> 
I am an American, in every fibre and in eveiy 
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feeling an American ; yet in every character, in every 
relation, in every sense, with all my head and all my 
heart, and all my might, I ])rote8t against this secret 
organization of native Americans and of Protestants 
to proscribe Homan Catholic and naturalized citizens. 
As early as 1787 wo established a great land ordi- 
nance, the most perfect system of eminent domain, of 
proprietary titles, and of territorial settlements, whicli 
the world had ever l^eheld to bless the homeless 
children of men. It had tho very hoase-warming of 
hospitality in it. It wielded the logwood axe, and 
cleared a continent of forests. It made an exodus in 
the old world, and dotted the new with log-cabins, 
around the hearths of which the tears of tlie aged and 
the oppresssd were wiped away, and dierub children 
were bom to liberty, and sang its songs, and have 
grown up in its strengtli and might and majesty. It 
brought together foreigners of every country and 
clime — immigrants from Europe of every language 
and reh'gion, and its most wonderful effect has been to 
assimilate all races. Irish and German, English and 
French, Scotch and Spaniard, have met on the Western 
prairies, in the Western woods, and have peopled vil- 
lages and towns and cities— queen cities, rivalling the 
marts of Eastern commerce ; and the Teutonic and 
Celtic and Anglo-Saxon races have in a day mingled 
into one undistinguishable mass — and that one is 
American. The children of all are crossed in blood 
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in the first generation, eo that ethnology can't tell of 
what parentage they arc — they all become brother 
mnd sister Jonatlians. As in the colonics, as in the 
rerolntion, as in the last war, so have foreigners and 
immigrants of every religion and tongne contributed 
to bnild up the temple of American law and liberty 
imtfl its spire reaches to heaven, whilst its shadow 
rests on earth. If there has l)een a tnmpike road 
to be beaten oat of the rocky metal, or a canal to be 
dog, foreigners and immigrants have been armed with 
the mattock and the spade ; and if a battle on sea and 
land had to be fought, foreigners and immigrants have 
been armed with the masket and the blado. 

^ We can name the very hour of our birth as a peo- 
ple. We need recur to no fable of a wolf to whelp 
IS into existence. As a nation we are but seventy- 
d^t years of age. Many persons are now living who 

alire before this nation was bom. And the an* 
of this people about two centuries only ago 
foreignersi every one of them coming to the 
diofes of this country to take it away from the 
aborigiiies^ and to take possession of it by authority 
either directly or derivatively of Papal Power. His 
HoKnesa tfie Pope was the great grantor of all the 

eoimtries of North America. Foreigners in the 

ol tfie Pope and Mother Church took pos- 

of Kcnih America, to have and to hold the 

to their heirs against the heathen forever. And 
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now already their descendants are for excluding for- 
eigners, and the Pope's followers from an equal enjoy* 
mcnt of this same ]ios8es8ion. So strange is human 
history. Christopher Columbus I Ferdinand and 
Jgabella 1 What would they have thought of this had 
they foreseen i* when they touched a continent and 
called it theirs in the name of the Holy Trinity, by 
authority of the keeper of the keys of Heaven, and 
of the great grantor of the empire and domain of 
earth? What would have become of our national 
titles to northeastern and northwestern boundaries, 
but for the plea of this authority, valid of old among 
all Christian powers ? " 

Writing thus in September, 1854, Mr. Wise, 
although he had been a Whig years before, was nomi- 
nated for Governor by the Democrats in December of 
the same year. In his famous Alexandria speech, l)e- 
fore discussing Know-Nothingisni, he told the people 
some practical truths explanatory of the decadence of 
the prosperity of Virginia, of the causes producing it, 
and the remedies to be applied. " You have,'' he said, 
" the bowels of your Western mountains rich in iron, 
in copper, in coal, in salt, in gypsum, and the very 
earth is so rich in oil that it sets the rivers in flame. 
You have the line of the Alleghany, that beautiful 
Blue Bidge which stands placed there by the Almighty^ 
not to obstruct the way of the people to market, biit 
placed there in the very bounty of Providence to milk 
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the doodfl, to mtkc the sweet springs which are the 

MHiroei of jouT rivers. And at the head of every 

ctremm is the watm^all ronrroering the very mnsic of 

joar power to pnt spindles in motion. And yet coni- 

meroe has long ago spread her saila and sailed away 

from you ; you have not as yet dug more than ooal 

enough to warm yourselves at your own hearths ; you 

have set no tilt-hammer of Yalcan to strike blows 

worthy of gods in the iron foandries. Yon have not 

yet span more than eoarse eotton enough, in the way 

of mannfactmfe, to dothe your own slaves. You have 

bad no oommeree, no mining, no manufaetures. You 

hare relied alone on the single power of agriculture ; 

tad sodi agriculture I Your se^ige patches outshine the 

ton. Your inattention to your only source of wealth 

has scarred the very boeom of mother earth. Instead 

of having to feed cattle on a thousand hills, you have 

had to diase the stump-tailed steer through the sedge 

pstdies to procure a tough beef-steak. You are in the 

hibit of discussing Federal politics ; and permit me to 

tiy to yon, very honestly and very openly, that next 

to bnuidyy next to card playing, next to horse-racing, 

Ae thing that has done more harm to Yiif^inia than 

any other in the course of her past history, has been 

ksr fanatiable appetite for Federal politics. She has 

givcQ an her great men to the Union. Her Washing- 

taOf her Jeffereoni her Madison, her Marshall, her 

gafaogr ^ g>^Mit men she has given to the Union. 
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Richmond, instead of attending to Richmond's busi- 
ness has been too inucli in tlic habit of attending to 
the affaire^ of Washington city, when there are plenty 
there, ttod knows, to attend to tlicni tlicnisel vcs. * * 
" Puritanism," said Mr. Wise, has dit>api)earod, and 
we have in place of it Unitarianism, Univcrsalism, 
Fourierisin, Millerisni, Monnonisin — all the odds and 
ends of isms — until at last you have a grand fusion 
of all those odds and ends of isms in the omnium 
gatherum of isms called Know-Notliingism. Having 
swept the North, the question was : How can this ism 
be wedged in in the South ? And the devil was at the 
elbow of these preachers of ^ Christian politics' to tell 
them precisely how." [At this point Mr. Wise was 
interrupted by cat-calls, derisive chcei-s and other 
manifestations of the Know-Nothing element of the 
meeting.] " There were three elements in the Soutli," 
continued the speaker, " and in Virginia particularly, 
to which they might apply themselves. There is the 
religious element, the 108,000 Presbyterians, the 
800,000 Baptists, the 800,000 Methodists of Virginia. 
Well, how were they to reach thcmt Why, just by 
raising a hell of a fuss about the Pope I 

'^ Cssar's kingdom is political, is a carnal kingdom. 
And I tell you that if I stood alone in the State of 
Virginia, and if priestcraft— if the priests of my own 
Mother Clmrch dared to lay their hands oh the polit- 
ical power of our* people, or to use their churches to 
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M pdiiical inflncnco, I wonld stand, in feeble imi- 
tation it inaj be, bnt I wonld stand, o^en if I stood 
mione, as Patrick Henry stood in the Rcvolntion, be- 
tween the iianons and the people. Tliese men, many 
of whom are neither Episcopalians, Presbyterians, 
BnpCists, Metliodista, Congr^^tionalists,Lnthcrans,nor 
wnat not — who are men of no religion, who have no 
cbnrdiy who do not say tlieir prayers, who do not read 
tlidr Bible, who live Ood-defying lives every day of 
their exiatenoe, are now seen with faces as long as 
their dark-lantcms, with the whites of their eyes 
turned up in holy fear lest the Bible shonld be shnt 
iq> by the Pope I Yon tell the |XK>ple that Catholics 
never gave aid to civil liberty ; that they never yet 
etmd^ a blow for the freedom of mankind. Who 
gave yon alliance against the crown of England t Wlio 
hot thai Catholic king, Louis XVI. He sent yon 
from the Conrt of Versailles Lafayette, the boy of 
Wafhingtoo's camp, a foreigner who never was natn- 
ndiaed, bnt who bled at the redoubt of Yorktown, 
when AiDold, a native, like Absalom proved traitor. 

^And, Sir, before George Washington was born, 
before Lafayette wielded the sword, or Charles Carroll 
the pen fo? his conntry, six hundred and forty years 
a^ on the 16tb of Jnne, 1214, there was another scene 
on the face of the globe, when the general 
of all charters of freedom was gained, when 
a man ealled Stephen Langton, swore the 
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Barons of England for the people against the power 
of the King — swore the JJarons on the high altar of 
the Catholic Church at St. Edmundsbury, that tliey 
would have Magna Charta or die for it. The charter 
which secures to every one of you to-day trial hy jury, 
freedom of the press, freedom of the pen, the confront- 
ing of witnesses with the accused, and the opening of 
secret dungeons — that charter was obtained by Stephen 
Langton against the King of England, and if you 
Know-Nothings don't know who Stephen Langton 
was, you know nothing sure enough. He was a 
Catholic Archbishop of Canterbury. I come here not 
to praise the Catholics, but I come here to acknowl- 
edge historical truths, and to ask of Protestants — 
what has heretofore been the pride and )K)a8t of Pro- 
testants — tolerance of opinion in religious faith. 

^^ All that I have to say to the Democracy is that 
you want active, earnest organization. liemember 
that if these Know-Nothings hold together they are 
sworn compact committees of vigilance. Go to work 
then. Organize actively everywhere. Appoint your 
vigilance committees, but take especial care that no 
Know-Nothings are secretly and unknown to you 
upon them. Be prepared. I have gone through most 
of Eastern Virginia, and in spite of their vaunting I 
defy them to defeat me. Tliere are Indians in the 
bushes, but I'll whack on the bayonet, and lunge at 
every shmb in the State till I drive them out. I tell 
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them distincdj there shall be do compromise, no 
ptriey* I will come to no terms. They sliall either 
crush me, or I will crash them in this State." 

](r. Wise, though his health was impaired, con- 
ducted his campaign with extraordinary energy, trav- 
elling abont 3000 miles, to every point in the State, 
and speaking fifty times before the election. He was 
triamphantly elected Oovernor of Virginia, receiving 
upwards of ten thousand majority over his Enow- 
J^Tothing competitor. The impartial verdict of history 
is that Henry A. Wise did more to kill tlie Know- 
Ifolhing party than any other man in the United 
States. 

Hany Enow-Nothings were elected to Congress 
from the Northern States, and a few from the Southern 
Suites. In the Senate and House of Representatives 
there were seventy-eight members of that party in 
1855. Conspicnous among them all, on account of 
his prejudices no less than his ability, was Henry 
Winter Davis, a member of the Thirty-fourtli and 
Tlurty-fifth Congresses from Baltimore. 

The celebrated controversy upon the floor of Con- 
gress between Davis and John Kelly on the Enow- 
Nothing question entitles the Know-Nothing leader 
to some notice here. 

Heniy Winter Davis was bom at Annapolis, Maty- 
hod, August 16, 1817, and received his education at 
Keojcn College, Ohio, where he was graduated in 
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1837. His father was an Episcopalian minister. 
Young Davis was sent to the University of Virginia in 
1S39 by his aunt, a Miss Winter of Alexandria, Vir- 
ginia, and entered upon his preparatory legal studies 
at tliat institution. Ho afterwards opened a law 
office at Alexandria, where he st niggled with poverty 
for some years, making but little mark in tliat com- 
nninitv, save as an occasional contributor of political 
eewiys to the Alexandria Gazette^ but applying him- 
self clofiely to his studies, and becoming an able law- 
yer. Revcrdy Jolmson recognized liis talents and 
advised him to remove to Baltimore, where he would 
find a wider field for their display. Mr. Davis acted 
on this advice, and made Baltimore his home. Ho 
had married a Miss Carcnovc of Alexandria, who 
noon died, and subse<iuently he married a daughter of 
John S. Morris, a wealthy and prominent citizen of 
Baltimore. Mr. Morris opposed the marriage on ac- 
count of Davis's peculiar political viows. 

Henry Winter Davis was a mm of genius, with a 
natural bent for an opposition leader. In person he 
was handsome, in manners haughty and reserved, in 
demeanor elegant; and he possessed the gift of a fine 
oratory, both logical and persuasive. A morose tem- 
per and a cynical and cold nature served to heighten 
the picturesque effect of his cliaracter, and to make 
him delight in fomenting discord and violence. 
" The ignorant Dutch and infuriated Irish, let them 
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bewmre lest tliej presa the bosses of the buckler too 
fkr,^ is said to have been a form of e-xpression he ap- 
plied to GermaDS and Irislimen in the course of one of 
bis ioTectives on the stum]) in Baltimore. He soon 
became an acknowledged leader of the Know-Nothings, 
and no man knew better how to fire the rage and 
incite to acts of bloodshed the Plug Uglics of that 
city. Had Davis lived during the era of tlie Alien 
end Sedition Laws, his genius probably would have 
placed him at the head of that conspiracy, and his 
name would have become famous in history. He was 
a oontenmer of the sanctions of authority. The 
aacredness of institutions lianded down from genera- 
tion to generation unimpaired by the ravages of time, 
awakened no sense of reverence in the mind of tliis 
ieonoclast. Burke's beautiful allusion to the bulwarks 
of dvil society whidi have been stamped with tlie 
** mysterious virtue of wax and parchment,'^ must 
have appeared to him only as a figure of rhetoric or a 
ridicokma fetich. How contemptuously he regarded 
the warning of Washington to his countrymen in the 
FaieweU Address against entangling alliances with the 
nations of Eaiope is discovered in the following pas- 
sagSp feond at page 867, of a book written by Mr. 
DmriB, called ''The War of Ormuad and Ahriman in 
tbe mneteenth Century." 
^ Tbqr who stand with their backs to the future 
tbdr Aces to the past, wise only after the event, 
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and refusing to believe in dangers tlicy have not felt, 
clamorously invoke the name of Washington in their 
protest against interference in the concerns of Europe. 
With such it is useless to argue till they learn the 
meaning of the language they repeat." 

With many similar sophistries he declared it would 
be wise ix)licy on the part of the United States to take 
part in £nroi)ean controversies, and pretended to find 
warrant in the Monroe doctrine for this radical re- 
versal of Washington's maxim. But that Davis was 
a demagogue in tho offensive sense of the word is 
evident from the fact that the very advice of General 
Washington against foreign influence, which he scouted 
at in his book, was soon after relied upon by the same 
Davis as his chief argument in Congress for the 
exclusion of foreigners from the rights and privileges 
of citizenship. In the course of a Know-Nothing 
speech, delivered in the Ilonso of Representatives, 
January 6th, 1857, he said : *' Foreign allies have de- 
cided tlie government of the country. * * ♦ ♦ 
Awake the national spirit to the danger and degrada- 
tion of having the balance of power held by foreigners. 
Recall the warnings of Washington against foreign 
influence, here in our midst, wielding part of our 
sovereignty ; and with these sound words of wisdom 
let us recall tlie people from paths of strife and error 
to guard their peace and power.'' The insincerity of 
Davis is further shown from his conduct in regard to 
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tbe RepablicMi party. JIc denouiicGtl that parly in 
the q>eecli Above quoted from, saying, among other 
tilings, " tite Republican party lias nothing to do and 
ran do nothing. It has no future. Why cninl)cra it 
llie ground ! " In tlie courM of a few yeara he became 
a Republican, and notwithstanding his former denun- 
ciation of them, swallowing al n single breatUtlie most 
ultra tenets of that party. Consistent only in Iiis 
incoosigtencies, he again [>reparGd to bolt from the 
Bepnbliean organization shortly before his death, and 
was tiie aatlior of the celebrated Wnde-Davis Mani- 
festo in 1864, against the rcnomination of Abralinm 
littcola. Onoe having been invited by a literary 
society of the University of Virginia to deliver the 
aanoal address before that body, he took up some 
eccentric tine of political conduct before the com- 
mencement day occurred, and comjtclled the society 
in self-redpect to revoke its invitation. lie atfccted 
the Byronic manner, and the contagion spread to 
other members of Congress. lioscoe Conkling, after 
he entered the House of Keprcsentatives, is said to 
have become a great admirer of Henry Winter Davis, 
and to have fallen into his jiecnliarities of style aa a 
public speaker. Mr. Conkling's famous parliamentary 
qnairel with Ur. Blaine soon after occurrod. 

Such mu the man tlie Know-Nothings recognized 
aa their leader in the Honse of Representatives when 
John Kelljr entered that body. In the early part of 
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1857 Mr. Kelly replied to a sneering assault of Mr. 
Davis on the Irish Brigade, and in the dclKito which 
followed not only proved himself able to coi>o with 
the Know-Nothing leader, but in a running debate 
with Mr. Kcunett of Missouri, Mr. Akers of the same 
State, and Mr. Campbell of OJiio, who entered the 
lists against him, Kelly established his rejjutatiou as 
one of the best off-hand debaters in Congress. 

A. few extracts from the a])ecchc8 on the occasion, 
which arc taken from the Congressional Globe, wilt 
fnmisli an idea of t)ic style of the speakers, and the 
merits of the controversy. In referring to the Presi- 
dential election of 1S50, and the victory of the Demo- 
crats, Mr. Davis said : " The Irish Erigado stood finn 
and tavcd the Democrats from annihilation, and the 
f oi'eign recruits in Pennsylvania turned the fate of the 
day. Tlicy have elected, by these foreigneni, by a 
minority of the American jwople, a President to re- 
present their divisions. The first lorec of President 
Buchanan will be a curious scene. He is a quiet, 
simple, fair-spoken gentleman, versed in the by-paths 
and indirect crooked ways whereby ho met this crown, 
and he will soon know how uneasy it sits upon his 
head. Some future WaljKilc may detail tbe curious 
greetings, the unexpected meetings, the croes purposes 
and shocked prejudices of the gentlemen who cross 
that threshold. Some honest Democrat from the South 
wilt thank God for the Union preserved. A gentle- 
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P«rf«,t on thedefe.t of Mr. Fillmore. TI.c North- 
«r.g«.Uemen will whisper ' Buchanan, Breckonridge 
-dFre. K«.«. . i„ the presidential ear, and be^ 
^t wuHlal the eonfirmation of their hopes. • • 

^ .«rf the jamng elements of that con,Wn»te,^ 
, ^H^ e«h other as club, in cards are against 

rr *K. . ^'*''»'"*'"' '^f tJ'*' fo««Kn legion will 
^»ot^ interest of the scene. They may not be 
*«^. for bnt for them Pennsylvania was lost, 
«d with .t the day. Yet what will satisfy these 
«J^«|«ble aUies, now conscious of their power? 
n«t,S|r,,s the ex«5t condition of things which will 
h foond m the »nte<5h«nber-exorbitant demands, 
tauted me««, .rreconcilable divisions, strife, disunion 
*«olofaon-wheneycr the President shall have taken 

"Thereoentelection haadeveloped in an aggravated 
Z^.VT^ evil agrinst which the American party 
P~^ Foreign dlie. have decided the govern- 

TL "" ^""^-"e" naturalized in thonsand. 

«»Aeev, of the election. Again in the fleree rtrug. 

pe for m^pmnMcj, men have forgotten the Un which 

iie BepaNie pott on the intmrinn «* ..i:-.- ..^^ ■ 
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enoe on the political arena. These inflnencee have 
brought va6t multitudea of foreign bom citizens to the 
)K)1]8, Ignorant of American interests, without Ameri- 
can feelings, influenced by foreign sympathies, to vote 
on American affairs ; and those votes have, in point 
of fact, accomplished the present result/' 

Mr. Kelly replied to the Know-Nothing leader. He 
aaid : ** I rise for the ]>urpose of submitting as briefly 
as I can a few remarks in reply to the very extraordi- 
nary speech of the honorable member from Baltimore 
city. In the great abundance of his zeal to assail the 
President of the United States, the gentlemen from 
Baltimore could not permit so good an occasion to 
pass without hurling his pointless invectives against 
my constituents, in terms and temper which demand 
a reply. * * * His ambition seems restless and 
insatiable, for he cannot conclude his speech without 
trying a bout with what he denominates the ' Irish 
Brigade.' What particular class of our fellow-citizens 
this fling was aimed at, I am at a loss to conjecture. 
Tliere is a body known to history under that appella- 
tion — a body of historical reputation, whose deeds of 
bravery on every battle-fleld of Europe have long 
formed the glowing theme for the poet's genius and 
the sculptor's art. But, sir, they were too pure to be 
reached by the gentleman's sarcasm — ^too patriotic to 
be measured by his well conned calculation of ;Ui^ 
Moavea and fishes ' which have unfortunately slipped] 
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Ii Ilia fingers — too brave to bo tcrritic*! by tlio 
e* or imults of tlioso wbo would jiiatif; brnta) 
r — the innrder of defcncclcsfi women und bclj*- 
ildrcn — tbc Kicking of ilwcllinf^ and tbc buni- 
clinrclieti, under the insolent pica of 'snminnry 
mcnt.* Sir, tbo Irisb Drigotlo of Iiistory wiis 
ted of patriots whom oppression in the land of 
lirtlt had driven to foreign conntricti, to carvo 
homo and a name by their valor and their 
The briglitest page of the history of France 
wbicli records the dccde and the names of the 
Brigade.* France, however, was not the only 
r in which the Irish Rrigade signalized its do- 
to liberty, and its bravery in achieving it. Sir, 
her of yoRr own navy was one of that glorions 
r heroes who shed Instre on the land of their 
rhile they [xttircd out tlieir life-blood for the 
'of their adoption. John Barry was a mcm- 
the Irish Brigade in Americn — lie, who when 
1 by Lord IIowo with gold to liic heart's eon- 
d the command of a linoKif-battlo-ship, Bpnmed 
r with these noble words : ' I Iiave devoted my- 
tbe caoso of my adopted conntry, and not the 
v command of the whole British fleet conid 
me from it.' lie, wbo when hailed by the 

frigates in the West Indies and asked the 
Mstions as to the ship and captain, answered: 

nited States sliip Allianc-e, B.incy Jack Barry, 
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half-Irishman, half-Yankee. Who are yon?' Sir, 
MHCV Jack Barry, ns ho stvlcl liiiuwlf, was the first 
American officer that ever hoistcl ihc Stars andStriiMS 
of our conntry on iKKird a vessel of war. So soon as 
tbo fliig of tlio Union was ^recd on, it floated from 
tlie inMt-hcad of tlic Lexington, Captain John Rirry. 
Ttut Captain John Rarrj- was not the only member of 
the 'Irish Brigade' whose name comes down to us 
with the story of the privations and bravery of our 
revolntionaiy stnigglo. Colonel John FiUgerald was 
also a member of that immortal band. Of this mem. 
iMsr of the 'Irish Brigade' I will let the still living 
member of Washington's own honseliold, the eloquent 
and venerable Custis speak : 

» ' Col. Fitzgerald,' says G. W. P. CuBtis in his me- 
moirs of Revolutionary Heroes, ' was an Irish officer 
in the Bine and Buffs, the first volunteer company 
raised in the South, in the dawn of the Revolution, 
and commanded by Washington. In the campaign of 
1778 and retreat through the Jerseys, Fitzgerald was 
appointed aid-de-camp to Washington. At the battle 
of Princeton occurred that touching scene, conse- 
crated by history to everhisting remembrance. The 
American trooii8,worn down by hardships, exhansting 
marches and want of food, on the fall of their leader, 
that brave old Scotchman, General Mercer, recoiled 
before the bayonets of the veteran foe. Washington 
spurred his horse into the interval between tlie hostile 
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Itnek, reigning np with tlio c1inrp;r's licad to tlio foe, 
Kod calling to liis KilclicrB, 'Will yoit givo up joiir 
Oenenl to Uie enemy *. ' Tlic nppeal wns not made in 
™n. The Americana face<i ftliont and the arms were 
leveled on bolli sides — Waehington between them — 
even m tbongh he had been placed as a target for 
boCb. It was at this moment Colonel Fitzgerald re- 
turned from conveying ui order to the re^ir — and here 
let n« tue tlie gallant vctcmn's own words. lie said : 
*Oo tnj return, I perceived the General immediately 
between oor lino and that of the enemy, both lines 
lereling for tlic decisive fire that was to decide the 
fortanea of tlie day. Inelantly there was a roar of 
mneketry followed by a ehont. It was tlie Bhoat of 
victory. On raiging my eyes I diBcovered the enemy 
broken and flying, while dimly, amid tlie glimgiecB 
uf tbe imoke, was Been Washington alive and nn- 
harmed, waving bis hat and cheering hie comrades to 
the porsnit. I dashed my rowels into my charger's 
flanks and flew to his side, exclaiming, ' Thank Ood, 
your Excellency's safe.' I wept like a child for joy.' " 
" This is what history tells ns of another member 
of tbe ' Irish Brigade.' Now, Sir, if the gentleman 
from Maryland will only suppress his horror, and listen 
with patience, I will tell him what tradition adds con- 
eeming this brave aid-de-comp of Wasliington — this 
bold and intrepid Irishman. After peace was pro- 
and onr independence achieved — after the 



LiFB or jonir kellt. 77 

Constitntion Iiad been ])nt in operation, and Washings 
ton filled the ofBce of chief-magistrate of the nation — 
he sent for his old compiinion in arms, then living in 
Washington's own county of Fairfax, and invited 
him to accept the lucrative ofRce of collector of the 
customs for the port of Alexandria. This tradition 
will be found to correE]>ond with the records of the 
Treasury Department, on which may be read the 
entry that Colonel John Fitzgerald was appointed 
collector of the cnstoms at Alexandria, Virginia, by 
George Washington, President of the United States, 
April IS, 1792. Thus we find that the Father of his 
country, were he now living, would come under the 
denunciations of the gentleman from Maryland, and 
his Know-Nothing associates, for conferring office on 
ono of the * Irish Brigade* 

" The gentleman from Baltimore city professes great 
devotion to the memory and fanio of the illustrious 
Clay. He was the gentleman's oracle while living. 
Hear his eloquent voice coming up to us as if from his 
honored grave. He, too, is speaking of the " Irish 
Brigade,' and in hie warm, honest and manly soul the 
only words which he can find sufficiently ardent to ex- 
press bis feelings are 'bone of our bone, and flesh of 
onr flesh.' 'That Ireland,' exclaims the orator of 
America in a speech delivered as late as 1647, 'which 
has been in all the vicissitudes of our national exist- ' 
encfl our friend, and has ever extended to us her 






UFE OF JOHN KELLY. 

D€rt sympfttliy — thd«e Irishmen who in every war 
Inch we have been engaged, on every battlefield 
Quebec to Monterey, hare stood by ns shoulder 
oolder and sliared in all the penis and fortunes of 
onflict.' If anything, Mr. Cliairman, were want- 
fter this to ennoble the ' Irish Brigade,' and give 
proper and constitutional position in the family 
merican freemen, it is the obloquy of His Excel- 
Henry J. Gardner of Massachusetts, and the 
Henry Winter Davis, of Baltimore, 
now propose, Mr. Chairman, to address myself 
few moments to the honorable gentleman from 
fan (Mr. Akers), who is, I learn, a minister of 
)spel. While liis friend from Baltimore city ex- 
\ all bis powers upon the * Irish Brigade,' lie, 
m equal stretch of fancy, but a much vaster stride 
pace, obtrudes himself at a bound into the cabins 
r Irish peasantry, far away across the Atlantic, 
ig from a State first settled by Catholics, whose 
city was named by its pious founders after tlie 
1 crusader King of France, the gentleman fh)m 
iri calls on you to hear the Irish priest beyond 
itlantie holding converse with his enslaved 
Eooera. Mr. Chainnan, from boyhood to man- 
I have known more priests of native and foreign 
hm Mr. Akers ever saw. I have seen them at 
■die of infimcy ; I have been with them at the 
bed of old age; but, sir, my ears are only those 



LIFR 07 JOUN KELLY. 



79 



4 



1 



of a man ; I never heard a word of the speeches the 
gentleman from Missouri puts into their lips. Is it 
not known, sir, to every candid and impartial traveler 
who has visited that beautiful but ill-fated Island that 
the only true, devoted, loyal, self-sacrificing friend that 
the Irish peasant has in the land of his birth is the 
Catholic priest t He stands between him and the op- 
pression of his haughty, blood-stained rulers; and 
when he cannot ameliorate his condition he bears on 
his own shoulders his full share of the burden. In 
suffering and misfortune he administers to him the 
consolation^ of his religion and the counsel of a friend ; 
he sympathizes with him in all his trials, and when 
the minister of a strange faith, armed with all the ter- 
rors of the law, sends his bailifla and his minions to 
seize the very bed on which his sick wife is preparing 
to meet the God of her fathers — when imder the mad- 
dening spectacle a momentary burning for revenge 
perhaps seizes upon his agonized soul— the priest is by 
his side whispering in his ear ' Vengeance is mine, 
saith the Lord *; takes him by the hand, provides witli 
his last penny for the safe removal of the sick and the 
helpless, and leaves them not until the hour of their 
trial is passed— a trial that will continue toharrass and 
oppress the Irish Catholic so long as the national 
Church of England prolongs a life of debaucheiy 
and vice on the plunder and pillage of the Irish 
peasant/' 
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Kellj nude r deep impression on tlio Honse. 
CDOW-Notbhig incmljGra iield a con&ultatiou 
be vu speaking, and decided that bo niiiet bo 
ipted and overcome if poseiMc by a running 

eroaa-qticBtionE. Lutlicr M. Kennett of Mi»- 

ftmnerly. Mayor of St Louis, and Lewie I>. 
lell of Ohio, Cliairman of the Committee of 
and HcaD8,weFe selected to open firo u)M)n liini. 
[etmett l)egan by saying, " Will tbe gentleman 
!7ew Yorit allow me to ioterrnpt him for a mo- 
Kelly : " Certainly, sir." 
Kennett: " I sec. Mr. Cliairman, that my col- 
,to wbom tbe gentleman refers, ib not in hie 
I viU, tlierefore, witb his permissioD, say that 
E be baa unintentionally miBintcrpretcd my col- 
's remarks. The inference which I drew from 
piment of my colleague on thie floor was that he 
ipoeed to tbe consolidation of political and relig- 
neeUoaa and to the proecrihing of any man on 
rt<tf his rdigioaa belid'— «od snch are the pria- 
aod policy of the American Party. My ool- 

Mid fliitber that the American Party was the 
irtj that erer introdneed that prineiple in their 
il pbtnciD* 

KtUj : ** I mtut in^at, Hr. Chairman, witb alt 
m to the geotleman firom Mitaonri, that I bare 
handantood the remarks of his oolleagne. I 
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listened to his speech, aa I have already said, with 
attention, and rend it very cnrcfntly na tt is printed in 
the 61^, and as it now ap|icara in tb.U paper to 
speak for itself. Whito I admit an apparent effort on 
the part of tbe gentleman from Missouri to tooi lib- 
eral. I must be permitted to remark that be seems no 
wav solicitous to talk lilwral, and an nnbiaeed perneal 
of the gross libel wliicb he has piibli&bcd in tho Globe 
eoncerning the Irish Catholic pricslliood will lead bis 
colleague, however relnctantly, to tlie same conclusion. 
But the gentleman only acta out the principles and 
ritnal of the midnight order, which concents all it 
can, and denies everything." 

Jfr. Kennett : " I will answer tho gentleman more 
fnlly in my own s|)eech, and will here state that I am 
ready to answer any question be may propound." 

Mr. Kelly : " Then I nek the gentleman did he or 
(Iocs he now give his adhesion to the platlbnn of prin- 
ciples adopted by tiic American Party in Philadelphia 
in February, 1S56 J If so, does not the gentleman by 
his own showing concur in the principle of proscrib- 
ing Catholics becanse of tlieb- religioiw belief I I 
allode to the fifth article of tho American platfOTm." 

Mr. Kennett; **I will answer the gentlemen by 
T«ferring him to the platform Uid down by the Ameri- , 
can Party of my State which proecribea no man be- 
onse of his religions belief. And now let me fiirther 
wy that the gentleman is in error when ho asaerts 
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that thu debate was eoinmenoed by my ooUeagae. It 
rn^BS introduced by Mr. JBowie of Maryland, in his 
MiimadTerrioDi upon his colleague, Mr. Davis.** 

Mr. Kelly : ^ Tbe gentleman certainly is in error, 
for Mr. Davis himself in his wild foray against the 
* Foftign Brigade,' nnnecessarily and unfoondodly 
attributed tbe defeat of his party in the last election 
to the ^ religions infinenoes ' which broaght so many 
alien citizens to the polls. The gentleman has not, 
liowever, yet answered my question.*' 

Mr. Keonett : ^ I am sorry I cannot suit the gentle- 
man in my reply, fle says the Democratic party are 
[ a unit, that they everywliere fliUy endorsed the Kan- 
SM-Kebraska bill ; I say they ncyertlieless claim the 
: laigest liberty in its construction, and that oonstmc- 
tioD is notoriously different in different sections of the 
\ Usion among brethren of the same political faith. 
j Kow, tbe American party also needed a platfonn fur 
da Presidential canvass, and that of February last was 
]Nit ibffh for that purpose. If it was not perfect, it 
ina the best we could get, and we had to take it, those 
; of OS that it did not precisely suit, with tlie mercantile 
f iSKrration, ' Errors excepted.* Was your President, 
the present ooeupant of the White House, elected 
bjr a majority of American-bom citizens t On the 
esntiary, without the foreign vote, which was cast for 
him almost unanimously, ho never would have been 
elevated to the position he now occupies.^ 






Mr. Kelly : " Suppoee ho was not elected by Ameri- 
can-bom votes (which was very likely the case), were 
not the principles advocated by Uio iwrty which elected 
Mr. Pierce national principles, without the benefit 
too of 'Errors excepted'? Was there anything in 
the platform laid down at Baltimore by the conven- 
tion which nominated him violative of the spirit or 
letter of the Constitntion of the United States ?" . 

Mr. Kennett : " I have not charged the contrary to 
be so. My point is that the foreign-lwm vote holds 
the balance of jwwer in our countrj-, that that vote is 
almost always on the Democratic side, and thus it 
shapes the policy and action of the Government. This 

I consider wronp." 

Mr. Kelly : " I will say to the gentleman that the 
illiberal and narrow policy parties have pursued in 
this country has contributed much to drive both native 
and foreign-bom CaUiolics in self-defense into the 
Democratic party. That this is true is proved by tbe 
fact which you know full well, Mr. Chairman [Mr. 
Humphrey Marshall], that the large Catholic vote of 
Kentucky and Maryland had always been found vrith 
the Whig party, until the Know-Nothing monster 
and its protean brood of platforms drove them in self- 
respect as well as in self-defence into the ranks of the 
national Democracy, where they have found repose 
and peace under the broad shadows of the Constitu- 
tion. I will add further, that with the exception of 
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1844 — that there was an individual on the ticket with 
him — a distin^fuished gcntlemani Theodore Frcling- 
huyscD ; and I know of my own ])er8onal knowledge 
that a priest of the Catholic Church said that because 
Theodore Frelinghuyscn was placed on the ticket for 
Vice-President, therefore the influence of the Catholic 
Cliurch of the United States would be exercised 
against the ticket." 

Mr. Kelly : ^' Supposing this to be so, does the gen- 
tleman mean to argue that because an individual Cath- 
olic priest used such a remark it is sufficient ground 
upon which to condemn and disfranchise the four mil- 
lions of Catholics in this country?^ 

Mr. Campbell : '^ No, sir, by no means ; nor would 
I interfere with their religion, even though it was true 
that they had done so. The point I make is this : 
That because Theodore Frelinghuysen was nominated 
on the ticket with Henry Clay, who was recognized as 
one of the greatest statesmen of his age, the influence 
of the Catholic Church — I mean especially that of the 
foreign Catholic Church, I do not include the Ameri- 
can Catholic Church — was brought to bear against 
liim ; and wherever yoii And a foreign Catholic vote 
in referring to tbe election of 1844 you will find, par- 
ticularly in your large cities where the power was 
wielded, that the power was exercised for the prostra- 
tion of Harry of tbe West, for the reason, as admitted, 
to me in person by a priest of your church, that Tbeo- 
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Bcveral public oc*ca8ion8, lK)rnc testimony to my per- 
fect persuasion that Catholics were as much devoted 
to civil liberty, and as much animated by patriotism 
as those who Inslong to the Protestant creed.' " 

'' 1 have already quoted from Mr. Clay's speech de- 
li vere<l in 1S47, four years afterwards, enough to show 
that his views and sentiments in reference to foreign- 
bom voters and religious creeds underwent no change. 
But it was ever Mr. Clay's misfortune to be damaged 
by liis friends. We have proof this evening that the 
fatality follows him to the grave." 

In this debate, Mr. Kelly, who was the only Catlio- 
lic in Congress, sustained the concentrated charge of 
the leading Know-Nothing members, and in the esti- 
mation of the House had the best of the argument 
over them all. His speech was published and read 
throughout all parts of the Union, and was received 
with manifestations of approval and pride by Demo- 
crats generally, but especially by Catholics and adopted 
citizens. 

In the celebrated Hayne- Webster debate in the Sen- 
ate of the United States on the Foot Resolution in 
1830, Andrew Jackson, then President, was so much 
pleased with Col. Hayne's speech that he caused 
a number of copies to be struck off on satin, and placed 
one of them on the walls of his library in the White 
IIouse.(a) The speech of John Kelly, from which the 

(«) The Carolina Tribate to Calhoan (Rhett's oration), p. 830. 
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zation of foreigners. I intend to confino my remarks 
to tliat particolar branch of the subject/' At this 
point Mr. Sherman objected. 

Mr. Sherman, of Ohio : '^ I rise to a question of 
order. The mle requires that the debate sliall be perti- 
nent to the question before the House. If the gentle- 
man desires to make a speech upon the benefits of 
emigration I hope he will make it in Committee of 
the Whole. Such debate is not in order here." 

Mr. Kelly : '^ What I shall say will be pertinent to 
the issue before the House." 

Mr. Sherman : " I insist on my question of order. 
I would inquire whether the subject of emigration, 
which is manifestly the question which the gentleman 
intends to discuss, is debatable on this bill ? I do 
not wish to embarrass the gentleman, but desire, if he 
wants to debate that subject, that he shall do it in the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union.'' 
This objection by Mr. Sherman to Mr. Kelly's con- 
tinuing tlie discussion which he himself had just been 
indulging in, shows that Kelly's method of handling 
the subject was not relished by the proscriptionists. 
Elihu B. Washburn, of Illinois, afterwards Minister 
to France, here interposed in favor of fair play. 

Mr. Washburn : ** I hope by unanimous consent 
the gentleman from New York will be permitted to 
continue his speech. He is upon the floor now, and 
the matter of naturalization is involved more or less in 
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Thus dill tlic Know-Xothinga vinco under tlio ]&«U 
of Joiin Kelly of New York. Had he clioticn to ineist, 
lie would have been heard, for Ito wns now one of the 
lea<lere of the Ilonsc, and tlie majority wonld have 
foniid a way to eccnro bim tlic floor. lie was the 
tnoet formidable enemy of the Know-Xotlungs in the 
Xortliem States, lor ho knew how to act as well 
lis to talk. Dreamers and visionaries write fine 
tlicorie«, but only great men reduce them to practice. 
Mr. Kelly's yonth and early manhood were passed nt a 
{tcriod when native American bigotry and intolerance 
were bnming questions in State and National affairs. 
He had been taught by obser^'ation, and a stady of tlie 
fatliera of the government, that the best service ho 
conid render liis country was to make war on Know- 
Notliingiein. He had met tlio leaders of that party in 
their strongholds in the city of Xcw York, and van- 
quished them. Before his day tlicre were clnbs and 
factions, and local leaders and cajitains of bunds — 
Bill Poole and his Know-Nothings, Isaiah Kyndcrs 
and bis Empire Club, Arthur Tappun and liis Aboli- 
tionists, Mike Walsh and Iiis Spartans, Samuel J. Til- 
den and his Bambnmera", Cliarlcs O'Conor and his 
Hnnkers — bnt the bom capt.iin lia<I not appeared to 
mould the discordant elements to his will, and make 
tbem do the work that was to lie done. AVlien John 
Kelly struck the blow at Know-Nolhingism at tlie 
primary election on the corner of Grand and Elizabeth 
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^^tMB, already described, and drove out the ballot-box 

^^ffersi the people of New York instantaneously 

^^^oognized a man behind that blow, and everybody 

idt better for the discovery. When he ran against 

tbe celebrated Mike Walsh for Congress, one of the 

most popalar cliaracters who ever figured in New 

Toric politicsy and beat him, the native American 

proecriptionists were glad that John Kelly was out of 

the way, for while they feared him in local politics, 

they persuaded themselves that he would be swallowed 

up in obscurity among the great men at Washington, 

and that he would be heard of no more. Given a big 

idea lodged in the centre of a big man's head, and be 

sore fruit will spring from the seed. Eelly carried 

his idea with* him to Congress, and hostility to Enow- 

Kothingism nuurked his career there, as it had done at 

lUNne. 

Wbep James Buchanan became President, John 
Kelly became one of the leaders of the Administration 
par^ in Congress. He was then thirty-four years 
old. One day General Cass, Secretary of State, visited 
the Capitol, and in conversation with a friend said : 
^ Look at John Kelly moving about quietly among the 
members. The man is full of latent power that he 
searody dreams of himself. He is equal to half a 
doKD of those fellows around him. Yes, by all oddf, 
the biggest man among them all. The country will 
▼et bear from Honest John Kelly." These words of 



LIFE OF JOUN KELLY. 



93 



General Cass, uttered in his imposing George-th^ 
Third style of conversation, shortly after were repeated 
to old James Gordon Bennett, the friend of Kelly's 
boyhood, and the editor took early opportunity to 
mention Honest John Kelly in the IleraJd, and fre- 
quently af terwaitis applied the same title to him. The 
appellation struck the public as appropriate, and soon 
,>assed into general use. Tlie subject of this memoir 
has been called « Honest John Kelly," from tliat day 
to this. In a letter to the present writer, in 1880, the 
late Alexander H. Stephens said : « I have stood by 
John Kelly in his entire struggle, and have often said, 
and now repeat, that I regard him as the ablest, purest 
and truest statesman that I have ever met with from 

NewYork.^ 

Mr. Buchanan was urged by Mr. Kelly to appoint 
Augustus Schell Collector of the Port of New York. 
Other members of the New York delegation in the 
House, and both the New York Senators opposed the 
selection of Mr. Schell. Mr. Seward was vehement 
in his opposition. But John Kelly stuck with the 
tenacity of Stanton in the War Department, or Stone- 
wall Jackson in the battle-field. The President nomi- 
nated Mr. Schell ; Senator Clay of Akbama reported 
the nomination favorably from the Committee of 
Corameree, William H. Seward and the others were 
overborne, tod Mr. Schell was confirmed by tiie 
Senate. 
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'^hen Mr. Kelly entered upon his political career, 

'** lie a foreiginer, or tlie eon of b foreij;ner, in New 

l^Oifc, in tlie opivioQ of the intolerant of both parties, 

*'^Aa deemed a matter that required an apolofry, or at 

^^mM an explanation. In 1857 one of the lending rep- 

w*an otatiTemen of the Federal Administration In New 

^«3rl[ was John Kelly, and those who had l>een {lerse- 

cvated and oppresud before were recognized and ad- 

^"^need eqnallj with all others in the city and State of 

'^^nr York ; and the vanishing Know-Nothings at last 

'^t^ixed that the absent Kelly had dealt tliem hearier 

'**«3in from Washington tlian he orer delivered in 

^*"^nr ToA. In tliese later and happier days men are 

**^> longer ashamed to be callod the sons of Irishmen, 

^'*^4 at the festive board of the Irish societies the 

*^^»table ones of the conntry gather to make eloquent 

^^^^juihes and drink ronsing toasts. But while some 

^^-*^B f<Hg^ tme Irishmen and tnie descendants of 

^^^men have not forgotten their Horatins at the 

***idgB in the brave days of old. John Kelly, were 

W^ a man of vanity, in contrasting the auspicious 

^Qenes of t(Hlay with those of the dark days of 1844 

*nd 1854, and in viewing bis own part in effecting the 

diange, eoald not fail to find much cause for pride and 

eoinplMeDt reflection ; but vanity is not his weakness. 

lb. Kelly went to Washington in the winter of 

185S to aneoeed the Inilliant Hike Walsh in the House 

rf Be p wentativea. How did the wagh^ stateamen 
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receive liim? He went into their midst n big-boned, 
heavy-browed, braM'ny stranger, witli his far-seeing 
eye, and firm solid step, and as he strode in among 
theSolonsof Washington they aU felt an instantaneous 
conviction from his conversation and Ijearing that in 
the society of the most eminent men of the Ilepublic 
John Kelly was exactly where he was entitled to lie. 
He flattered no great man by the least symptom of 
being himself flattered by his notice. He measured 
his strength in discussion with the most celebrated men 
in Congress, and feared tJie face of none. At their 
social gatherings he responded to the brilliant ban mots 
of the wits of the capital by quiet strokes of humor, 
and anecdote, and story, that sent bursts of merriment 
through tlie circle, delighting the sensible, and pene- 
trating even those who encased themselves in triple 
folds of aristocratic reserve. 

There is nothing artificial about him, but he has 
been always, and was so particularly in those days, the 
cliild of nature, with no shadow of pretension or 
affectation in hie manners^ He was not simply a man 
lifted up from the ranks of toil to be noticed by the 
world's favored ones, but he was endowed with that 
greatness 'of soul which always distinguishes its 
possessor above his fellows, whether his lot be cast in 
the highest or lowest situation of life. It is not 
strange that New York has felt, and will continue to 
feel, the moral influence of this man as long as he eon* 
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^^^«8 to take part in its affaire, loved by the masees 
i^ his lion-like conrage, and by friends who meet him 
*««c to face in retirement for his almost womanly gen- 
tl^ess, while for obvions reasons he is hated and 
vilified by those who do not appreciate such qualities. 
And this oonrage and gentleness and nnmffled equa- 
nimi^ oome all in a breatli, perfectly natural and 
frecj for they oome of their own accord. His com- 
porare nnder all circnmstances has often been re- 
noaiked npon, and in the hurly-burly of New York 
pditics, and the headlong rush of the tide of life in 
tlie great metropolis, John Kelly is as sedate and 
neollected as the ascetic in his cloister. But there is 
nothing of sourness in his temper. •Reflecting much 
•t all times, he possesses the rare gift of thinking 
while he is talking, and when he is expressing one 
klea his thonghts never outnm the present sentence. 
« do those of nine-tenths of people, to frame words for 
the next one. He does hot, in short, think of what ho 
im going to say next, but of what he is saying now. 
Among the finer shades of character that distinguish 
one man from another it is extremely diflicult to define 
that imtransbUble something which gives to each per- 
mm his individoality ; but this intentness of Mr. Kelly 
apon the immediate subject under consideration, both 
m listener and talker, is wonderfully attractive, and 
eoosdtnteB one of the subtle forces of his character as 
a pditical leader. This faculty of oonoentrmiimi h«. 
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longs exclusively to original minds. Self-reliant, and 
borrowing nothing from otliers as to style or conduct, 
he gets at the point without labored approaches, and 
acts great parts with a happy carelessness. When 
othere have been cast down and worried with care over 
affairs in which Mr. Kelly was more interested than 
themselves, his elastic spirit has not given way. 
Loving thus the sunshine, he affords a conspicuous 
example of the truth of the inspired words, '^a 
merry man doeth good like a medicine." Nothing 
has ever dispelled his cheerfulness. Defeat, depri- 
vation of oflice, desertion by those he trusted, and 
who owed all they were to him, have neither embit- 
tered him, cast him down, daunted his courage, nor 
shaken his faith in himself. Domestic afliictions such 
as few men ever know — ^the death of his entire family 
— have come upon him, and while the keen shaft 
scarred the granite, his constancy has remained, and 
neither head nor chastened heart succumbed to mis- 
anthropy or rebellion against Providence. Surely 
something more substantial than wit, or genius, or 
equable temper was required to sustain John Kelly 
in the trials he has borne. The natural can only ac- 
complish the natural, but a good man draws from 
supernatural fountains to replenish the well-springs in 
the arid plains of the desert, and Christianity, not for 
holiday show but daily use, tnnst have been this man's 
sheet-anchor. 
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Tboee acquainted witli Mr. Kelly will be proper 
jnAgu of the fidelity or gbortcomingg of this picture. 
They who have read the absurd delineations of him in 
^ome of the newspapers, and accept them without 
more inquiry as reliable, may reject tin's description of 
his dimracter as contradictory of their preconceived 
fKitions on the subject There is a third class of wit- 
nesses — an increasing class — perhaps more impartial 
than the two former ones, whose testimony on tlie 
point is important. These are strangers who have 
formed violent prejudices against the man after read- 
ing certain newspapers, but who on becoming ao- 
qnainted with him repudiate their own opinions as 
rash and preposterously unjust. 

^Oh I ^ but say his enemies, *' this is not a fair test ; 
Kelly is plausible and fair-spoken, and has great per- 
sonal magnetism. Strangers when they meet him fall 
under bis spell." Tlie objection is a weak one, for 
tfacae strangers never relapse into their former absurd 
opinions after they have gone away, and withdrawn 
themselves out of his spell. Let such strangers decide 
as to tbe faithfulness or unfaithfulness of the picture 
sketdied here. A case of tlie kind occurred at the 
Cincinnati Democratic Convention in 1880. A dele- 
pte to the Convention from the State of Rhode 
Island was very severe on John Kelly. He had been 
leading an unfriendly newspaper. He denounced 
as a boss, and uttered many just sentiments on the 
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evils of bossism. While he was speaking John Kelly 
and Augustus Sclicll passed by, and the former was 
pointed out to him. ''Is that Kelly f' said he. 
** Well, he doesn't look much like a New York rough, 
or bar-room bully anyhow. I have been told he was 
both.*' An introduction followed, and a conversation 
took place between the delegate and the subject of his 
recent execrations. " I am greatly obliged to you,'* 
said the Rhode Island delegate to the author of this 
memoir, who gave the introduction, after Mr. Kelly 
had parted from him and rejoined Mr. Schell. ''I 
honestly detested John Kelly, as a low, ignorant ward 
politician, who had conducted a gang of rowdies to this 
Convention to try and overawe it. So I had been 
told again and again. Now I don't believe a word of 
it. I never talked to a more sensible man, and modest 
gentleman than John Kelly. This opens my eyes to 
the whole business." 

In the course of this chapter particular attention 
has been directed to Mr. Kelly's war on Know-Nothing- 
ism as his chief claim to distinction and the gratitude 
of his country during his younger days. lie became 
identified witli the cause of equal rights in the minds 
of adopted citizens of various nationalities, especially 
of the Irish, and contributed as much, after Henry 
A. Wise, towards the overthrow of the Know-Noth- 
ing party, as any man in the United States. The 
adopted citizens were proud of their champion, and 
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th« place which he gained in their affections became 
•o deep that, h'ke Daniel O'Connell in Ireland, he 
could sway them by his simple word as completely 
» a general at the head of his army directs its 
movemento. Mr. Kelly never abased this confi- 
<tence, and conseqaently has retained his influence 
to the present day. Many have marvelled at his 
bold on the people of New York, as great when 
oat of power, as when he has had the patronage 
of oflioe at his disposal. Among the causes which 
n^VB ODDspired to give him the largest personal fol- 
k>^'ng of any man of the present generation, his 
Patriotic services in tlie old Native American and 
J^ow-Nothing days must be reckoned among the 
cbiet Such a hold Dean Swift had upon Irishmen 
»^ the eighteenth century. Nothing could break it, 
^ing weaken it, the King on his throne could liot 
^thstaod the author of the Drapier^s Letters in his 
ob*5ore Deanery in Ireland. It is fortunate John 
Kelly is a just and honest man, unmoved by clamor, 
not to be bribed by place or power, nor seduced by the 
tempUtioDs ci ambition ; lor were it otherwise, his 
•way over great multitudes of men might enable him 
to lead them to the right or left, whichsoever way 
lie miglit list, a momentous power for good or evil. 
Tlia politieian who ignores this man's influence, the 
hi sto ri an who omits it from his calculation of causes, 
hM not looked below the surface of thinim. and knows 
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nothing of the real state of affairs in the city and 
State of New York. 

Alexander II. Stephens was acquainted witli John 
Kelly for over a quarter of a century; came into 
daily contact with him for four years on tlie floor of 
Congress ; served with him for two years on the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means in the Uouse ; and his esti- 
mate of Mr. Kelly's cliaracter, referred to at a former 
pige, is entitled to respectful consideration from eyory 
man in the United States, especially on the part of 
those who know nothing about him except what they 
have read in partisan newspapers. ''I have often 
said, and now repeat,'' dechired Georgia's great Com* 
moner, *Uhat I regard John Kelly as the nblest, 
purest and truest statesman tliat I have ever met with 
from New York." 
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CHAPTER IV. . 

W POUnOAL ABOtmoinSM— MARTI.V VAX BrBEK 
BESIDESmAL CAWDIDATB OF THE ABOLmOinsra— 
»HH KELLt'b BBILUABT 00CB8K IH THB STBACUgB 
BiOCBATIO OOmrEKTIOH OF 1855. 

rise and fall of the Know-Xotliing party took 
when John Kelly was yet a yonng man. The 
deral party and iu eereral legitimate snccesson, 
•pedaDy the Wliigs and Know-Nothingg, had 
«n fortunate in their conflicts with the Demo- 
Vrty. Founded by Mr. Jeflerson, the latter 
Jways had been distinguished for two central " 
ft atrict constmcHon of the Constitntion, and 
loe to the minimum scale of governmental 
. The FederalieU had destroyed themselves as a 
1 organization by opposition to the war of 1812. 
I Jackson declared he would have hung the 
bo bomed blue ligfato at New London, when 
doTB Decatur was blockaded there by the 

ileet M These blue lighto were said to be 
to the enemy of the movementa of the Ameri- 
«a. The exporare by John Quint^ Adams 
"•AiMtioos at Boston of John Heniy, the 

^j*^ '^■' ***^ «*• Uatoi anus Md 
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Britiali emiflsary and spy, wlio was rent from Canada 
toinstiJI treason in Now England and bring about the 
secession of the Eastern States/^) bad hardly less effect 
in sealing the fate of the f*edcral ]iarty than the Ilart* 
ford Convention, whose object was the dissolution of 
the Union. Massachusetts — not South Carolina — 
was the birthplace of the secession doctrine.(0 Tlie 
extinction of the Federal party was followed by tlie 
^^era of good feeling." Then came the disruption 
during the administration of John Quincy Adams, who 
having first propitiated Jefferson and Madison by 
making war on the Hartford Convention and the 
Essex Junto, in the end showed he was a Federalist at 
lieart by reviving the principles which luui distin- 
guished his father's administration, and opening the 

<») Messs^ of Prwidest MsdisoD to Omgttm, Msreh 9, 1811 
Vt. Gov. and C, Vol. V., 47tM. Uoonr bimself tor |00,000 
reremled the matter to Maditon. Jbld. Coromittoo on Foreign Re* 
latlont Ho. Rep. Jane 8, 1812, alio arraigns England. Ibid, 499. 

(^ Jannarj 14, 18tl, In the debate in the Hoose of Reprssenta- 
tlree upon the erection of the Lonlalana purehase Into a fitate, 
Joelah Qnin^, of Maasachosetta, opposed the messare. " Uo 
oiprea s e d hla deliberate opinion that to flagrant a diaregard of tho 
Constitntion would be a rlrtoal diieolntlon of the bonda of tho 
Union, freeing the States eompoaing it from their moral obllgallos 
of adhesloB to each other, and making It the right of all, aa It 
wonld beeome the dntr of eome, to prepare deflnlUrelf lor stpa- 
ration, amieablf If thej might, fofdblr If thej mnati TUo 
defi aia tlo n , tho iistanennoemealOB the ioor of Coagrcas of tho 
doetrino of Saossslon, piodoood a eall to ofdor from Poladoitor, 
delegalo from tho MlMfMippI TorHtory.** Hlldioth's Hist U, •„ 
T«LUL,p.S9l. 
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for the formmtion of tlie Whig party by fastening 
tbe protective system on the country, and deducing \ 
implied powers from tlie Constitution not found in that 
iostmoient The inevitable tendency of these revived 
ideas of federalism was towards the centralization of all 
powcff, wbetlicr delegated or not, in the General Gov- 
€»nment. Tlie Whig party, though led by the brilliant 
Henry Clay, was no match for the Democratic party. 
Twice it snocceded in wresting the government from 
tlic Democrats, but on each occasion the result was due 
to DemocraUc dissensions, and to the furore excited 
OTcr the name of a military chieftain— Harrison in 
1840, and Taylor in 1848. With Clay and Webster 
tbe Whig party died, and was succeeded by Know- 
Ifothingism. Mr. Kelly's part in the overthrow of 
the American or Know-Nothing party was dwelt upon 
in the last chapter. 

But the old Federal party, so unsuccessful with the 
Haitfoid Convention, and in its opposition to the 
••coiid war with England; so short-Iived in its 
i^^tined topremaey under the Whigs ; and so easily 
ovenhrown under ito bigoted organization of Know- 
l^oChiagiBm; waa at length about to adopt a new course, 
•od to aoqnire a new vitality in its war with the 
Wny rf the Coosdtation, the Jeffersonian Democracy, 
dertined to plaoe it in control of the government for a 
fnrtv of a eeoinry, and to revolutionize the institu- 
of Iho coutry, if not the principles of the Con- 
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stitntion itself. Agitation over nepro slavery fur- 
nished the anti-Jefferson party with this new lease of 
life. That agitation became the burning question in 
American politics while Mr. Kelly was in Congress. 
A maximum of government was now to be employed, 
and the disciples of Mr. Jefferson, divide4 and routed, 
were soon to behold the Ilamiltonian school of poli- 
ticians in absolute control of every department of the 
Federal Government 

The commanding influence of New York in the 
affiiirs of the United States was never more conspicu- 
ously displayed than at the time of the dissolution of 
the Whig and organization of the Republican parties. 
Dissensions among the Democrats of Now York 
proved a iK)tent factor in this process of decay and re- 
juvenation among their opponents. Prior to 1848 the 
Abolitionists had no strength as a party orgsmization. 
Mobbed in Boston, New York and other cities, de« 
nounced by Daniel Webster as ^' infernal Abolition- 
ists," and by Henry Clay as "mad fanatics," they 
struggled in vain for long years to effect a lodgment 
in American politics. A rapid glance at the origin of 
political Abolitionism will not be without interest to 
the historical student. Forty-four years ago, January 
28-29, 1840, an anti-slavery convention was held at 
Arcade, then in Genessee County, New York. Beuben 
Sleeper of Livingston County presided. Among the 
delegates were Myron HoUey and Gerrit Smith. At 



106 



UPC OP OOHM XELLT. 



LIVE Of JOUN KKLLY. 



107 



thit ooodmTe a call was issned for a national convcn- 
tkiDy to be held at Albany April 1, ISMj to didcusd 
tlie expediency of nominating Abolition candidates 
for President and Yice-Prcsident of the United 
States. At the time and place appointed the first 
national cooTeution of the anti-slavery party was held. 
Alvaii Stewart presided, and the Liberty Party, after 
m loi^ discussion, was oif;anized. The convention was 
composed of delates from six States. James O. 
BiiDcgr sod Thomas Earle were nominated for Presi- 
<Icnt and Vice-President. They received a little less 
than 7|000 votes at the polls, the Harrison and Tyler 
tidal wave swee|Mng everything before it. In 1844 
tbe Liberty Party again placed its candidates in tlie 
fidd--Janies O. Bim^ for President and Thomas 
lIoiTk for Yice-President — who polled nearly 60,00<> 
ircCes, and defeated Henry Clay. The politicians 
vera pot slow to perceive that the Abolitionists at last 
ImU tlie balance of power between the two national 
parties ot Whigs and Democrats. Bnt no one then 
dreamed that Martin Van Buren, who had achieved all 
kis saeeeaes in life as a Democrat, whom tlie Sontli 
had made President in 1836, and whom John Kan- 
dolph deseribed m the ^' Northern man witli Soathem 
prJBciplfls^*^ woold pUee himself at tlie head of the 
Abolitionists in 1848« and thereby defeat his own party 
at dbo Frasidential dection of that year. In this snr- 

of Mr» Tan Bnren from tbe Demo- 
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cratic party, Samuel J, Tilden likewise stmck his colors 
and went off with the Little Magician into the camp 
of the Abolitionists. Lucius Robinson also bolted with 
Tilden. John Kelly followed the lead of William L. 
iMarcy and Horatio Seymour, and supported Cass and 
Butler, the nominees of the National Democracy. 

A convention of the Liberty Party was held at 
Macedon Locke, Wayne county, New York, June 8, 
9 and 10, 1847, at which the Abolitionists nominated 
Gerrit Smith and Elihu Burritt for President and 
Vice-President. Burritt declined, and at a conven- 
tion held soon after at Rochester, New York, Charles 
C. Foote was nominated in Burritt's place. The poli- 
ticians now began to put in their fine work. The 
national committee of the Liberty Party and their out- 
side advisers had their own plans with which the 
nomination of Gerrit Smith conflicted. They accord- 
ingly called another convention of the Liberty Party 
to meet at Buffalo, October 20, 1847. The Macedon 
convention thereupon separated from the Liberty 
Party, and took the name of Liberty League. Both 
wings were in agreement in maintaining that slavery 
was unconstitutional. William Lloyd Garrison and 
his followers, while not endorsing the Liberty Party 
in all things, held that a rising of the slaves in the 
Southern States would be no ** insurrection." In this 
view the Abolition editors concurred, as did also the 
Liberty Party conventions in Massachusetts and other 
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«f, tlioee licl<l ill varioiia parti of New 
hote convened in Ohio and other Western 
: Liberty Lui^ie occopied tliceamcgrouDd 
slavery, witli this difference : tbcy took 
>ther public questions wbicli tbo Liberty 
ded from t)ie scope of its operatiuus. 
1, wlio was one of the single idea Aboli- 
RCt their leader, was placed in oomiDation 
idency at the BnfTalo Liberty Party Cod- 
■ctober 2U, 1!>4T. His candidatnro would 
ed tlis hearty support of the Liberty 
its meuibcrs knew tliat a servile insurrec- 
kt he desired. Thirteen years later Gerrit 
led John Brown with tlio money to carry 
irioofl Harper's Ferry raid, the revelativn 
Bt in Frothtnghani's biography of Gerrit 
to tlio sopprettsioii of t)ie l>ook by the 
be Utter. Tlie managers of the conven- 
over Mr. Smith, and for the first time 
I of their own ranks for candidates. John 
New Ilampshirc, and Leicester King, of 
nominated for President and Vice-Presi- 
> nominations were only temporary. In 
mburners of New York were in open re- 
the Democrats, Iwlted at the National 
Convention of Baltimore, and held a 
it tlieir own at Utica. The anti-slavery 
uucbnsetts and the foUowon of Joshna 



R. Giddinga and Salmon P. Clmec in Ohio wore ready 
to unite with the AWIitionists of the Lilwrly Party. 
A conference was held by the leaders of ttiesc variona 
discordant factions, sccc^ionists from the two old 
parties, which led to the call for the celebrated Buffalo 
Convention of August t?, \SiS. In tliat Convention 
waabom the Republican jmrty of to-day. The Liberty 
Party was swallowed up, Ilalo and King withdrew, 
the name of Free Soil party was aesiiined, and two 
men never before considered as distiuctive Abolition- 
ists, Martin Van Biiren and Charles Francis Adams, 
were nominated for President and Vice-President. 
" A party has arisen," said Daniel Webster with vit- 
riolic humor in a speech at Abington, Massachusetts, 
October 9, 1S48, " which calls itself the Free Soil 
party. I think there is a good joke by Swift, who 
wished to ridicule some one who was making no very 
tasteful use of the words ' natale solum ' .- 
" ' Libtrfat, el nataU »«l«m ! 

Fine words. I wonder wbero joa bEoIb 'em.'" 

Thomas H. BcDton, ' tlie Jackson Democrat and 
friend nnd champion of Van Buren in the long strug- 
gle between the latter and Calhoun, added his con- 
demnation to that of Webster, the New England 
Whig. Of the Free Soil party, which was launched 
on its stormy career at the Buffalo Convention, Ben- 
ton says in his " Thirty Years' View " ; " It waa an 
organization entirely to be regretted. Its aspect ww 
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f its foQDdition a single ides, snd its tendency 
a political principles in a ilsrer}' contention. 
sning «1I Bttcb orf^nixAtions, no matter on 
d« of the qncstion,ju frauglit witli evil to tbe 
Ins writer, on the nrgent reqncet of some of 
ical UBOciates, went to New York to interpose 
dij offices to get the Free Soil organization 
id ; bnt in vain. Ur. Yaii Bnron accepted 
nation, and in so doing placed liinuelf in op- 
to the general tenor of liis political condact 
Ml to slavei7. 1 deemed this acceptance nn- 
I to a degree far beyond its influeoco upon 
€ parties. It went to impair confidence be* 
» North acd tbeSontb, and to narrow down the 
party oiganization to a single idea; and that 
known to our ancestors as an element i.i 
organizations. Although another wonld 
k nominated if he (Van finren) had refused, 
tber nomination coold have given snch em- 
tbfl character of the convention and done as 
rm.'*w Tbe vote in ISiS was as follows: 
ud Fillmore, 1,860,753 ; Cass and Bntler, 
t; Van Bnren and Adams, 891,843, Mr. 
CD was assisted very warmly in this cmsade 
ha National Democratic party by Samnel J. 
id Lodas Bobinson, and having effected his 
I jmning the Abolitionists, tbe defeat of 
w Vol. g, p. 7>& 
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General Case, he tnmeil his back on his new allies 
in A single year and rctnmwl to tlie Democratic fold. 
Bat the "harm" predicted by Benton had been 
done, and the prodigal's return coald not undo it. 
. It was by socli exploite tliat Mr. Van Buren won 
the title of " Fox of Kindcriiook." 

Four years later, in 1853, the Free Soil party again 
held a national convention, and nominated for Presi- 
dent and Vice-President John P. Halo of New 
Hampshire, and George W. Julian of Indiana. Tliey 
polled 157,685 votes at the election. 

At the sncceoding Presidential election the Wliig 
party was dead, and the seed sown at tbe Buffalo C!on- 
vention of 1848 by the Freo Boilers had flowered in 
the interval into its natural fruit— the liepnblJcan 
party, a sectional organization founded on the single 
idea of opposition to slavery. The mission of this 
party was proclaimed by its leader, William II. Seward, 
to be an " irrepressible conflict " between a solid Nortli 
and a solid Sonth. John C. Fremont and William L. 
Dayton ware nominated for President and Vice-Presi- 
dent by the Rcpnblican Nations! Convention of 1866. 
Francis P. Blair, Mr. Van Bnren's old fHend of the 
Olcbe, was the political inventor of Colonel Fre- 
mont. Buchanan received 1,838,169 votes, Fremont 
1,841,264, and Fillmore 874,534.. 

Mr. Tilden was now back in the Democratic party, 
and acting in harmonious accord with Mr. Kelly. 
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iir. LociuB ItoMnBoii. This {gentleman, wlioeo 
gnliernatoriftl conlwt with Mr. Kelly twcnty- 
resra later attmcted natioiinl gttention, and 
4 disastrously on tlto fortunes of Mr. Tilden, 
ft the Dciitocrats and joined the KepnblirAn 

At s Fremont convention held at Syracnec, 

ork, JBly 25, 1856, resolutions dcnonncinf^ the 
raUc conrentions, 8tfltc and National, were 
I. Tlie committee reporting tlieeo revolutions, 
:1i Lucius Itobinbon was a member, also sub- 
an address whidi vrae adopted. "Mr. 
lan," it was said in tliis address, " tlic c^didate 
Ciudnnati Convention, stands plcd^;cd to ninko 
ilntioDB of that convention his nilc of practice, 
. candidate, under sucli circnmstanccs, vc can- 
pport. Mr. Fremont, who has been nominated 

Repnblicans, is an acceptable choice. In liis 
the Presidential office will bo vigorously and 
idministercd. We have, therefore, nominated 
r the Presidency, and Jiis associato Mr. I>;iytoD, 

Tioe-Prendency, and will nse every honorable 
o Beenie their election, tint we may rescue the 
Hitial office from the d^i^radation into whicli it 
leOf and the politics of tho country from the 
3«Hi which is fost ondermining our best institn- 

ICr. Robinson's committee also arraigned Pres- 
leree fortbe "deplwableniisnileof the present 
itrstion.^ 
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For twenty years Luciu« Robinson continued to be 
s„ active Republican. In ISTO when Mr. Tilden in- 
sUted on that gentleman's nomination as Democratic 
candidate fm- Govenmr of New York, Mr. Kelly 
called Mr. Tilden-s attention to tlio rccor<l of his can- 
didate, and advi,>e.I against hie nomination. As Mr. 
Tildcu still insisted, and was himself the Democratic 
caiulidate for President, Mr. Kelly gave Mr. itohinson 
his supi>ort,in order not to weaken the national ticket. 
Kobinsou was elected Govcmo.-. Hit mbninietration 
will long bo memorable for the proscriptive policy 
adopte.1 by the Governor againfit a resi>ectable and 
,x>werful wing of the Democratic p.i.ty. lie sur- 
rounded himself «ith an inner council, or star cham- 
ber and stretched the Executive preropntivc of ar- 
raigning and removing Democratic oHicials to the 
verge of tyranny. It eoon became evident that no 
Democrat, howsoever irrepmaclmbte in the walks of 
life, who did not belong to tho Governor's faction 
and who might be reached by Mi-. Robinson, could 
coant on bis safety i« office, or feel him^lf secure for 
„ hour from the vengeance of the Executive. To 
follow Jolin Kelly, or to adhere to the Tammany Hall 
Democracy, became an atrocious crime in the eatima- 
tion of Lncina Robinson. Tim revolt against Rob.n- 
wn which aoon took phice, cleared the moral atmoe- 
phere wonderfully, and proved that the spirit of m«i- 
liood which De Witt Clinton half a century earlier 
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infuted into the politics of New York, when he re- 
bdled against a similar tyranny, was still to be relied 
vpon io an emeiy^ency. 

The rise of political Abolitionism presents a curiona 
atody, and this rapid outline of its genesis has been 
deemed neeeaaarjr. Mr. Kelly at the juncture now 
veadied was in a position to take an iiniK>rtant and 
eooaenratiTe part in the great anti-slavery controversy, 
aboot wUdi ao many angry passions have been lashed, 
and wboee tme history has not yet been written. The 
Democntie party of the State of New York has 
ihrays been a quarrelsome fkmily. De Witt Clinton 
tad Van Bnren were leaders of rival factions ; Wright 
lid Hmtcj r en e w e d the controversy ; and Tilden' and 
IcOy, in the present generation, inherited the local 
Indi and marshalled the contending hosts of their 
ftfty in tba State. SeUled first by the Dutch, New 

ITotk was more rapidly colonized by the Puritans, 
[tad later by the Irish and Germans. Contrarieties of 
liiee aped the growth and power of the Empire State, 
Wl p eti dne ed those antagonisms among its people, 
%bidi hare been more intense there than in any other 
in tbe Union* Clinton, sprung from Irish stock, 
at war with Tan Bnren, who, although of Dutch 
lloody baeame tbe leader of the New York Puritans. 
^ Ihm days of Jaekaon and Calhoun the quarrel was 
hg i i ic d oter tba diapntea in which those two cele- 
fhaiad aatioBal leadefii theretoftm devoted friends, 
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were embroiled by Martin Van Bnren about the year 
1830. Calhoun was supplanted in Jackson's affec- 
tions, and Van Buren, thanks to Peggie O'Neil, suc- 
ceeded to the Presidency. But Calhoun's retributive 
blows in 1840 and 1844 prostrated Van Burcn, and de- 
stroyed his ascendency in tlic Democratic party. Strip- 
IXkI of dear bought power, Van Bnren resolved on re- 
venge, and in 1848 turned on the National Democratic 
party itself, of which Mr. Calhoun was then the power- 
fnl leader. Persons of a retrospective imagination may 
indulge in day dreams over what might have been the 
destiny of the United States, and over what other 
and happier story the Muse of History might have 
related, had Martin Van Buren restrained his 
feelings, and not rushed headlong into the camp of 
the Abolitionists. Pursuing the same pleasing train 
of reflection, they might say— if the Van Buren 
bolt had not occurred, the supreme calamity of dis- 
union and war, which Henry Clay and Daniel Wel>- 
ster by the most marvellous exercise of statesmanship 
averted in 1850, might not have taken place in 1860. 
But this is all idle speculation, like the saying that if 
Richard Cromwell had i)ossessed the genius of his 
father, he would have fixed the Protectorate in his 
family, which Count Joseph de Maistro brushes away 
with the pithy remark, that " this is precisely the same 
as to declare, if the Cromwell family had not ceased 
to rule it would rule still."<«> 

(•) QenefailTe Principle of PoUtictlCoDBtltutloni*. p. 10. 
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John Kdly was trained in the scliool ofWilliam !L 
Ibrcj, who, in consideration of his pre-etnin' nt abili* 
tiesy was choeen Secretary of State by (General Pierce, 
and as the New Hampshire organ of the Prcsidenti 
the Coneord Patrid declaredi because Mr. Marcy 
had ^eompletely sncceedcd in rc-nniting the Dem* 
oeracj of Kew York/' Mr. Kelly occupied a similar 
podtion to that taken by Horatio Seymour in relation 
to African slavery. Regarding slavery as an evil, 
KeUy bdieved, if the principles of Jefferson should 
be allowed to work out their Intimate results with- 
out infraction of the compromises of the Constitution! 
that the Sonthem States themselves in time would 
adopt the policy of emancipation. Tliis was the sen- 
timent Washington and Jefferson <«> had often ex« 
prasedy and which John Randolph put in practice by 
cnanciiMiting his fonr hundred slaves. Charles Fen- 
ton Meroefi m Virginia statesman whoso zeal for the 
icgio was DO less ardent than that of Dr. Channing, 
Ae Botton philanthropist, devoted his life to the ex- 
tiaetioD of slavery in Virginia. In 1836 John 
Utdier and Charles James Faulkner cliampioned a 
KB for gradnal emancipation in the Legislature of the 
MM Slate. The Emancipationists did their share in 
te mtHtit of the black man, long before the Aboli- 
begMi their agitation. In estimating the 

M Mtanon's Oooipleto Works. VIL, 159. 
efJohaQoliNy Adams. Z,8$l. 
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inflaencc of the two forces upon the destinies of the 
nejrro race, greater sobriety of statement than that of 
partisans will be rc<iuired for the punxwes of history. 
•Whether the views of Senator Ingalls of Kansas on 
John Brown ar« more correct than those of Mr. 
Daniel B. Lucas of West Virginia on John ftin- 
dolph, or whether the verdict of iKwterity will pro- 
nounce both eulogists at fault, it is beyond the power 
of any man of this generation satisfactorily to decide. 
« Scholare," Ingalls says, " orators, iwets, philanthro- 
piste play their i)arts, but the crisis comes through 
some one whom the worid regards as a fanatic or 
impostor, and whom the supiwrtcrs of the system he 
assails crucify between thieves or gibbet as a felon. It 
required generations to arouse the conscience of the 
American people to the enormous iniquity of African 
slavery. The classical orators, the scholarly declaim- 
er« and essayiste ijerformed their work. They fur- 
nished the formulas for popular use and expression, 
but old John Brown, with his pikes, did more in one 
brief hour to render slavery impossible than all the 
speechmakors and soothsayers had done in a quarter 
of a century, and he will l)e rememlxjred when they 
and their works are lost in dusty oblivion."*') 
*« In regard to African slavery," Lucas says, " which 

(«> AddrMS by Hon. John J. IngBlle at Oi««w»tonile. Kmim. 
AvftMt 80. 1877, on th. dedJctlon of » monument to John Brown 
and bit nHodntM. 
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has plajed so important a part in oar political bietorji 
Baodolph was an Emancipationist as distinguished 
from an Abolitionist This distinction was a very 
broad one ; as broad as that between Algernon Sidney 
and Jack Cade. It was tlio difference between Rea- 
son and Fanaticiem. On this subject Randolph and 
Clay Goncnrrod; both were Emancipationists, and 
both denounced the Abolitionists, as did also Webster 
and all the best, wisest and pnrest men of that day. 
Bandolpb was riglit in his denunciation of tho Aboli- 
I tionisls. They were a pestilent class of agitators who, 
1 fcr the most part, with little or no stake in the com- 
I muty, mounted their hobby-horses. Hatred and 
I Fsnatieism, and rode them, like Ruin and Darkness, 
\ te steeds of Ladfer in BaUey's ** Festus," over the 
fidresl portion of onr Republic An exhaustless em- 
piieaf land has enabled the nation to survive this 
latistilation of the methods of Abolition tor those of 
Esnneipalson ; bnt the eternal truth remains the 
tliat the one was legitimate and the other inter- 



(iseiiie; and to justify the Abolitionists, because 
, dnaneipatioQ followed their efforts would be to justify 
Ih0 erhna of the Crndfizion because Redemption fol- 
hmwd the Cross,^ w 
Hm Deoioenitie party in New York, after the 
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Buffalo Convention, becan.c (lividc<l upon tho subject 
of slavciy, and tho Wilmot Proviso tended to widen 
the breach. Barnburners who trained nnder Van 
Buren, and Hunkers who followed the lend of 
Marcy, although all claimed to bo Democrats, were 
more bitter against each other than against those of 
the opposite party. The election of Fnmklin Picrco 
in 185a, uiK.n a platform which proclaimed the 
inviolability of tho Comproraiso Measures of 1850, 
served to soften the asi^erities existing in the Demo- 
cratic party of New York. Before that time, Marcy 
and Seymour, both Ilnnkers, had declared "that 
opinions upon slavery should not be made a test" of 
party loyalty. Daniel S. Dickinson, then a Demo- 
cratic extremist, who afterwards became a Republican 
extremist, took opposite ground, and refused to unite 
with the Barnburners. This led to the division of 
the New York Democracy into " Hartls " and " Softs." 
And it is here, after these divisions had taken shape, 
that John Kelly came fonvard, and acted an inter- 
esting and conspicuous part in this great sectional 
controversy. His action and influence in the Soft 
Shell Conventions of August 20, 1855, and January 
10 1856, although he was not a delegate to the hitter 
Convention, proved him to be a statesman of com- 
manding abilities. 
The New York Soft Shell Democratic Convention 
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J WM compoBed of gentlemen who represented 
irtinct factions in the Democratic party. 
. of those who bad not recanted their Fiwenjoil 
nts of 1848, and were still simon-pnre Barn- 
. ntterlj opposed to any compromise with 
ders, or the admission of another State into 
on with tlie institution of slaveiy recognixed 
nfltitntion. 

iij, of those wl,o had previonslj occupied the 
cwml as the first class, bnt who now cnjojed 
mage and favor of tl,e Pieree administration 
Tork, and who had abandoned their Bn£falo 
, and accepted the principles of the Missouri 
lis* of 1820, prohibiting slaveiy in all terri- 
cept Missouri, lying north of thirty^x de- 
thirty minutes north latitude. 
r, of those who accepted the Webeter-CIay 
ise of 1850 as a settlement "in principle 
Jrtance" of the slavery question in all the 
, and who, therefore, acquiesced in the legis- 
1854 in re-affirmation of that memorable 
le. 

ion had been Ba^ed hy the Compromise of 
mUin Pieroo had been elected on a pUtfonn 
ndorring it The Whig, had not given 
irtj an endonement in their phtform, but 
fed the issne. Pierce went to the people 
i qneetion, and beat Scott overwhelmingly. 
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The verdict approached unanimity, only four States 
in the Union giving their electoral votes for Scott* 
The Congressional legislation of 1S54, known as the 
Ivaiisas-Ncbraska bill, was supplementary to, and in 
strict contbnnity with the principles of tlie Compromise 
of 1850, and left the question of slavery in those ter- 
ritories entirely to tho people thereof to settle tor- 
themselves, with no interference from without. This 
WAS the ground taken by Henry Clay in his last great 
effort to pacify tho sections on a basis just and honor- 
able to each. It was tho ground on which Daniel 
Webster took his stand so patriotically in his cele- 
brated 7th-of-March speech in 1850. The only man 
who maintained the same position in the New York 
Soft Shell Democratic Convention of 1855 was John 
Kelly, notwithstanding the unparalleled approval the 
compromise received at the hands of the people in 
Pierce's election. John Van Buren, who had been in 
company with President Pierce at the White Sulphur 
Springs in Virginia — an administration favorite of 
anti-administration proclivities — hai^tened back to 
New York| and appeared as a delegate at Syrar;use, to 
defend, as it was reasonably supposed, tlie measures of 
Pierce in a convention composed of Democrats who 
enjoyed the patronage of the administration. But 
Prince John, as Mr. Van Buren was called, displayed 
his usual fickleness in this business, and went far in 
his dalliance with the Abolitionists, to undermine the 
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adminktrttioii io wboee Bonshine be wag basking, 

and to render the renomiDation of tbat excellent Prea- 

idcot, Franklin Pieroe, practically liopeleda. Witbdut 

exaeClj joining the Abolitioniets of tbe Syracuse Con- 

Tention in an nnqnalified cmaade against slavery, he 

kieked over the traces of tbe Kansas-Nebraska bill, 

itpodiited the compromise of 1850, and in order to 

ind m middle ground to stand on went back to the 

obsolete llissoari Compromise of 1820. Dean Rich- 

uoDd, Sandford £. Chnrdi, and others followed Van 

Bnren^ lead in this matter, and voted for a resolutipn 

he sabmitted taking tliis position. The Abolitionists 

«f the Convention, like General James W. Nye and 

Ward Hunt, pronounced the Van Buren resolution 

^'■lere patchwork,'' and wanted to go further in con- 

dcnmatuii of Franklin Pierce. There was only one 

BHUi io tbe oonvention who stood up to rebuke the 

^PP^ conduct of ICr. Van Buren, and to defend the 

/Kational Bemocraqr from iu &lse friends. This 

I fitl e m a n was Congressman John Kelly, the subject 

/ ef this memoir. 

f Prominent among the delegates who took part in 

I tke Coovention were Dean Bichmond, chairman of 

Oe Damoeratie State Committee; Sandford E. Church, 

^Aanmrda Chief Jnstiee of the New Tork Court of 

.Afipeala; John Kelly, Congressman elect ; John Coch- 

Swvejror of the Port of New York ; Lorenco B. 

John Van Buren, Bobert Kelly, President 
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of the Convention; James W. Nye, Timothy Jenkins, 
Wm. Cassidy, Ward Hunt, Andrew II. Green, Israel 
T. Hatch, wlio was nominated for Governor, Tliomas 
B. Alvord, Peter Caggcr, Dennis McCarthy and Ben- 
jamin Wood. Although the Ccmvcntion was calleil to 
nominate candidates for State officers, tlio debate took 
a wide range, and the Kansas-Nebraska troubles be- 
came the subject of an angry discussion. 

Tlie New York Herald of September 2, 1855, con- 
tained in its Syracuse corrcsi)ondence a spirited sketch 
of tlie brilliant debate in the Convention, and of the 
exciting scenes to which it gave rise. A disruption 
at one time seemed inevitable. "The excitement,'* 
said the Herald^ " had been wrought up to fever heat. 
There were dire menacings of a bolt. Both divisions 
of the army seemed ready simultaneously to throw off 
their allegiance, and go over to the double enemy. 
Mr. John Kelly of New York, had thrown out awful 
menacings of defection in favor of the National 
Democracy, if the Convention should fail to endorse 
the administration; and £x-Lieutenant Governor 
Chnrch, Jenkins and Ilnnt, of Oneida, and the good- 
humored member from Suffolk, General Nye, seemed 
to be JQst as ready to march off with their hosts to the 
Itepnblican party. The remnant of the faction, if any 
were left, might have divided themselves among tho 
Whigs or Know-Nothings, leaving only the Custom 
Iloase, marshalled by John Cochrane, as the sole cor- 






;^Mmt MM 4ll 



. -'I.tl.w.1 .mi'.M 
- , 'lin, 






IM 



UTE or JOUV X1CLLT. 



ponrti guard of the Administration. Such a dreadful 

eontingeDcj was to be avoided at all hazards and sacri- 

fioeib The recess was utilized in endeavoring to har- 

mooixa eooflicting views, and to lieat down the ex- 

traTigaiit reqairements of the extremists of either 

•action. There was, therefore, intense interest inani- 

feiEtcd in the proceedings of the evening session, and 

when the Convention re-asscnibled at 7 oVlock P. M., 

the hdl WM crowded to iU grcatert capacity." 

I In the {Hfeliminarj stages of the Convention two 

I lettofreeolntionsluul been submitted. Those of the 

I itgolarly appointed committee were reported by 

I William Cassidj. In these the Pierce administration 

1 ^fu endorsed, and the National Democracy sustained. 

' Hiiiority or supplementary resolutions taking directly 

ippoate grounds were offered by Timothy Jenkins, a 

pnMKNinoed Free-eoiler. 

JenUna, in a radical Bambnmer speech, denounced 

tlie teritorial l^slation known as the Eansas- 

ITebraaka bill, arraigned the President, and demanded 

i restoralion of the Missouri Compromise. He was 

• D s wc r e d by John Cochrane in defence of the Presi- 

imif hot as Mr. Cochrane had been a violent Bam- 

in 1818| his argument was handicapped by his 

Beiidea. be was Surveyor of the Port of New 

Toik, mod the newap^iers had often referred to a 

lettv said to have been written by Franklin Pieroe to 

dM bokfngBambnmers' meeting in the Park in 1848, 
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at which the standanls of party rebellion against Cass 
and Butler and the National Democracy were first 
raised. If General Pierce wrote such a letter it was 
suppressed, but Mr. Cochrane's opponents claimed that 
he was the recipient of this " scarlet letter," as the 
Jleralfl styled it, and as ho subsequently obtained one 
of the President's fat offices, uncharitable comments 
were made Ujwn General Pierce's motives in the 
transaction. But it is scarcely credible, in view of 
Pierce's antecedents, that he could have committed 
himself to the Van Buren Iwltcrs of 1848. His record 
in the United States Senate, and in New Hampshire, 
had been that of a Jeffersonian Democrat of the strict 
construction school. 

John Van Buren aiddresseil the Convention after 
Mr. Cochrane, but as he too had been a Barnburner, 
and the Rupert of debate among the bolters of 1848, 
his effort now to throw oil on the troubled waters 
proved a faUure. Besides, it was a very halting 
effort. He moved that all resolutions in relation to 
the Administration, Kansas-Nebraska legislation, and 
Slaveiy be laid on the table, but did not press the 
motion to a vote, and shortly after withdrew it. The 
motion to witlidraw was more consonant widi Mr. 
Van Buren's real sentiments than the one to Uble the 
disturbing resolutions. The Convention was now 
face to face with Mr. Jenkins's anti-Democratic pro- 
gramme, and Mr. Van Buren showed a disposition to 
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it. It was at this juncture that Mr. John 
ee to 8tom the tide of SeivarJism that was 

over tlio Convention. With an intuitive 
idinf; of a scene which was constantly shift- 
whose inevitable end, if not now stopped, he 
ronld be the elevation of William H. Seward 
ion little short of tliat of dictator of the dee- 

the Union, John Kelly [winted out the 
levitv of Mr. Van Buren's conduct, and 
[latriotie appeal to the Convention to close 
iks and redeem ihc State from Know-Notli- 
ind the sectional Republican party. "The 
of diword," said Mr. Kelly, "which gen- 
: the old Bamharncr ^>er!)uaeion are now on 

throwing into the ranks of the Democratic 
old have even worse consequences tlian their 
d prodnced in 1S4S, when they defeated 
Cass for the Presidency, and enabled the 
slip into control of the Legislature, and elect 
rd United Stales Senator to succeed a Dem- 
lie fate of the Union now trembled in the 
nd diesensiotts in this Convention would go 
troj the National Democracy, and place the 

power in the hands of the arch-agitator, 
I. Seward. Mr. Van Daren's constituents," 
Mr. Kelly, " will approve of the resolutions 
unittee in favor of the National Democracy, 
It geotlem&o may not do bo. I admire Mr. 
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Van Buren's [wreonal character, but not his political 
tergiversations. I lioix) the Coni-cntion will sustain 
the administration of Franklin Pierce, and not divide 
the Democratic party by i)aB8ing the supplementary 
rc:tolutions of the gentleman from Oneida. But to 
preserve harmony here I am willing to leave out alt 
matters relating to Kansas, and so will be the delega- 
tion from New York city, who are proiMrcd now to 
vote for the resolutions of the regular committee."'" 

General Nye, former political associato of Oerrit 
Smith, the John Brown Abolitionist, took the floor to 
reply to Mr. Kelly. Bowie knives, and pistols, and 
pronunciamentos in Kansas formed the burden of liU 
spcecli. In conclusion the eloquent but somewhat 
comical General Nye declared : " I would say, Pre«- 
dent Fierce, you liave o|x:nly iusnited the spirit of 
3-onr countrymen. Let us sjicak out and make this 
declaration. I know it is our opinion, and think ft is 
his. I don't think my friend Kelly would withdraw 
from the Convention if we ]>asBed the Jenkins fcmIu- 
tions ; but if he should do so, wo should obtain legiotu 
by adopting them. Tlie Republican Convention t* 
counting on our ominous silence." 

Another Free Soil resolution was introduced at tbta 
point by Sandford E, Church, declaring uncompromli- 
ing hostility to the extension of slavery into free terri- 
tory. John Van Buren again took tlie fioor and 
(■) Smm YoA OrM AngMt 81. IBU. 
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loiKflj advocated the Chnrch resolution. An admin- 
istration reeolution was next offered bj Lorenzo li. 
SlHjpard, declaring that the people in the Territory of 
^^•hms dionld be left to settle their own matters as to 
^Wciy without interference from the North or Sonth. 
A Mr. Hinckley, of Ontario County, made a violent 
Abolition speech, and caused roars of laugliter by 
•^ming a tragic attitude and declaring, " I feel like 
^ braire Indian on the battle field.'* 

John Van Bnren, whose mission in the Convention 
•««med to be to destroy his friend President Pierce, 
^^ offered the following resolution : 

"Rettlwti. Tlial while tbe Detnoeney of this 8ute wiU faith- 

•Hf adhera to aU the emnimmiifles of the Constitution, and main. 

^ an tke iwmd riffhts of the States, they deem this an appro- 

Wtte oecMioB to declare their fixed hontilitj to the eztensioo 

^ •'•^•y iato free territory/' (•) 

He aapported this resolution in a long speech, in 
^fcich he tried hard to leave the Administration 
^Wiont m leg to stand on. As a death-blow to Pierce, 
fte eflort was eminently successful. In conclusion,' 
W mored to lay the whole subject on the table. 
Daviiig abot his parthian arrow into the side of the 
T^^tiaaal Democracy, Prince John was not disposed 
te gbe its friends a chance to be heard. A sharp 
'•rtig debate now took place between Mr. KeUy 

^*KewrotkHaidsaad8ofts»'* p.7a 
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and Mr. Van Bnren. The New York Herald pub- 
lished a synopsis of it : 

" Mr. John Kelly, of New York, hoped the gen- 
tleman would not press his motion, but would give 
other gentlemen an opportunity of expressing their 
sentiments.'' 

Mr. Van Buren : " I \rill withdraw it, for I am going 
to dinner (laughter), provided you or the gentleman 
who shall speak last agrees to renew it in my name." 

Mr. Kelly : " I will agree to that if the Convention 
agrees to go to dinner now.'* (Laughter.) 

Mr. Van Buren : " But if the Convention oocs not 
now take a recess, I want to make the same bargain. 
I want the last man who speaks to renew the motion 
in my name.*' 

Mr. Kelly : " I will do no such thing." 

Mr. Van Buren : " Then I insist on my motion." 

Mr. Kelly : " I expected more generosity from the 
gentleman from the Thirteenth District of New York, 
than to do anything of this kind." 

At this point a recess was taken until 3 o'clock p.m. 
On the re-assembling of the body Mr. John Kelly 
addressed the Convention, and showed a determina- 
tion not to be choked off by Mr. John Van Buren 
and the Seward contingent of Disunionists and Abo- 
litionists,- who, notwithstanding their noisy demon- 
strations, constituted only about one-third of the 
Convention. He made a powerful speech in defense 
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this compromiso any further conflict over the Van 
Bnren Free-soil resolution was avoided^ and it was 
adopted by the Convention. 

No full report of Mr. Kelly's important speech, 
which brought about the administration victory, was 
taken down at the time of its delivery, indeed none 
of the speeches before the convention was fully re- 
ix)rted. The New York Tlerahly of September Ist, 
1855, contained the following synopsis of what he 
said : 

"Mr. John Kelly, of New York, took the floor. 
He came here, he said, to represent the Democracy of 
the city of New York, and he was determined to do 
so. He was always led to suppose that it was not 
upon principle, but upon j^ersonal grounds that the 
Democratic party was divided, lie belonged to the 
Tammany Hall section of the party, but if it were 
resolved to force down tlie throats of the Convention 
resolutions derogatory to the honor of the Democratic 
party, and of the administration, he, for one, would 
not reniain in the Convention. Let these dividing 
questions, he said, rest as they are. If the resolutions 
reported by the Committee were brought up, the city 
delegates would sustain them. But if, on the other 
hand, the resolutions of the gentleman from Oneida 
were forced down the throats of the body, he would 
leave the Convention, and never attach himself again 
to this branch of the party. (Sensation and applause.) 



I|tJ[1ft*tkllliw|j/ 



'Ml 










UFE OF JOay KELLT. 

ked WM it desirable for one-third of this Con- 
n to be the mcanB of severing the ties which 
Jt the party together? He knew that the con- 
lU of the gentleman from New York who last 
(Mr. Van Bnrcn) would endorse the adminis- 
, «nd endorse the Kansas-Nebiaska bill. If it 
he desire of that gentleman to try an<; distract 
mrention, he should have come from another 
, and not disgrace that which sent him. (Hisses 
Pl«we.) When he-Mr. Kelly-,«memberod 
ses of the division of the Democracy in 1848, 
ght that the ' isms ' and those causes of division 
be forever buried in oblivion. But they come 
lin. Shall it be said tliat the Democratic party 
York shall not sustain a Democratic adminis- 
If so, let it go forth that the administration 
ot the Democratic party of New York has 
to endorse and sustain it. He trusted the 
ion would consider these matten well, and see 
By were going to do. They were going to 
be party and dissever it, never to be brought 
•g*in in its present strength. Tliey wens 
give the power to the prescriptive Know- 
pwty, which would bring the country to 
desoUtion. Let them consider the matter 
•sk their consdenoes whether they could do 
ing as this. He, for one, would vote for the 

the administration, and if it 
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were neceMary to endorse the Kansas and Nebraska 
billy he would vote for such resolation, too, and he 
was snre that the majority of tlie New York delegation 
would do so.** 

(Tcneral Nye : ** It is not on the issue of tlie Kan- 
sas-Nebraska bill that the Democratic party of New 
York can hope to triumph, nor on it that my friend 
from New York city, Mr. John Kelly, can expect to 
be sent to Congress in 1850.^' 

Mr. Kelly : ^^ On that issue alone I was elected.'' 

General Nye : '' It so happens, however, that the 
opix)sing candidate voted for the bill, and you could 
not have much advantage over him there. (Laughter.) 
Besides, the very district which my friend Mr. Van 
Buren is said to misrepresent — ^the Thirteenth — elected 
John Wheeler, who voted against the bill.'' 

Mr. Kelly : <' Will you also state that John Wlieeler 
was elected by the Know-Nothing party ?" 

General Nye : '^ No : I know nothing of that party. 
(Laughter.) I wish this Convention to treat the sub- 
ject in a manly way. If you do, I do not believe Mr. 
Kelly will withdraw from the Convention ; but even 
if he does, better he should go than that the hosts that 
I see around me should do sa'* 

Mr. Ward Hunt, of Oneida, made a violent Free 
soil speech, in the course of which he said : 

^* Another gentleman from the city of New York, a 
member of Congress elect (Mr. John Kelly), threat- 
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to wdk oot of the Convention, if it happened to 
opt « eoone not in accordance with his views. He 
o«k| oolj sajr that if that gentleman did walk ont, 
•• ble».ng wonid go with him, «„d the delegation of 
^ eitj of New Toric might go witli him, too." 
^r. OTCoefe : « Except Van Bni^n." (Laughter.) 
:Mr. Hnnt: «WeU, I am glad to see that there is 
e good man left in -the citj of New York " 
^ Vim Buren : " I will not give notice, like mv 
-nd from Uio Fourteenth Ward, Mr. Kelly, that i'f 
procedare of the Convention shonld not please me 
* ^Id bolt PerlupB if I did, the Convention on 
^^myacoonnt would persist in adopting such 
"•^Morea." (Laughter.) 

"p»be« of the Convention to Mr. Kelly', notice of 
*;»detenn,nation to retire, if the Seward wing of the 

2?!r^n'" **• ^•''"o- «»««. "d theconcc 
^ which foBowed, showed that the blow had been 

•W borne. The one strong m«i h*J been fomid to 
^ the progres. of disunion, and to aid materially 

•<»nngoffml856,tl.e<*UmitywhichfinalIyover. • 
"* Um eonotry in 1860. 

H||«New Toric entered the Democratic National 
«;;«tfoo of 1856, dist«cted by intestine feuds, m 
2*^In 1848, tl.e election of the Republiam 

Z^UZZH^^^''^ ^' F'«»<»'»t» probably 
^^kwifcOoiwd, togeth« with the di«id£aI«DneJ 
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to arms which shook the continent four years later. 
The State ticket placed in the field by the Soft Shell 
Ck>nvention of 1855, was not successful at the polls. 
The State was carried by the Know-Nothings by 
decisive majorities. Samuel J. Tilden was the candi- 
date on the Soft Shell ticket of that year for Attorney 
General. A short time before the election Mr. Tilden 
received the following letter from Josiah Sutherland, 
nominee for the same office on the State ticket of the 
other wing of the party : 

New York Crrr, Friday, Oct. 12. 1855. 

Samuel J. Tilden. Esq., 

Mt Dear Sir : — I wae nominated for tho office of Attoraej 
Oeneiml of this State, hj that portion of tho Democratic party of 
the State called the Hards; you were aulMequcntly nominated for 
the same office by that portion or section of tlie Democratic party 
of the State called the Softs. I look upon the resolutions passed 
and pablished by the Convention which put me in nomination (a 
copy of which I herewith enclose) as truly, emphatically and un« 
eqaiTOcally expressing great principles of the National Democracy 
and of tho Constitution. Tho third resolution, as you will olworve, 
firmly enunciates the g^reat Democratic principle, " That it should 
be loft to the people of the States to determine for themselves all 
local questions, including the subject of slavery;" it expresses also 
"an unqualified adherence to the Kansas-Nebraska Dill," and a firm 
opposition to " any effort to re-establish the Missouri prohibition." 

I appfoye of these resolutions and have endorsed them, and do 
now endorse them in letter and spirit. Do you look upon these 
resolutions as truly and faithfully expressing principles of the 
National Democracy and of the Constitution ? Are you in favor 
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%]ie JTiiMii Nrlnnnlri BUI, and of the great principle of the 

coosUtiitioiial right and liberty of the people of the 

OD the f abject of slaverj, thereby afBrmpd T 

Dm jCNi belleye that in the organiiation of future Territories 

win hare no right or power, under the Constitution as 

^ new ii, to pivTent the inception, existence or continuance of 

^Im^ e ry ia ssch Territories as a domestic or Territorial institution; 

^lam€ tlie qscation and subject of slavery as a domestic or Terri- 

Inttltatinn, la the absence of any express proTision or clause 

the CoMstitation giving such right and power to Congress, will 

ast of necessity belong exdusiTely to the people of such 

^viilUiiics of natural. If not of constitutional right; and that the 

^^\j eoaatHatlonal and legitimate way In which a cititen of Mass- 

or of New York can interfere with or act upon that 

is by exerdsing his undoubted right to more to the 

^iilkify whefB the question is pending, and to become a dtixen 

^ ifsldeat tkoKof T 

Are yon o pp ose d to the political, yerbal " Black Republican ** 
^^>ttlcs and demagogues of the North, who, using words for 
^kiagi, oppose this great prindple, and call for a restoration of 
tk» ** Iflwnari Gompramise line f ' Are you opposed to the State 
ticket lately pat la nomination In this 8Ute, headed by Preston 
fi«g,aad to the declared principles and grounds upon which that 
tidBK was nominated f 

The opinions, propooitlons, or prindples which would be 
imptted la the alllnnatiTe answers to the foregoing questions 
appear to mo to be plainly expressed, or necessarily implied in 
tho NHMioBa of the CooTentlon which put me in nomination, 
aad of waidi joa Imewith recdTe a copy. 

Pfaareaaairer these questions l^ letter at the earliest poasiblo 

day; far If yoa aaawur them in the afflrmatlTe, I shall take great 

la Immodlatfily laying your letter before the State Com- 

of Ikopoftj whldi pat mo in nominatioa, and shall at tho 

tkakOinuBltteothatldoeliBoanykmgor to be 
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AIA.U. I Will not BUnd m the w«y Of a unton of 
«m8ldewd • cttdKUte. I will no. «. TUeConiitUu- 

the Democntic party of tl^State ^^^^^^'^ TDe^ocrtlc 
tlon «d the Union now need the united force of 
party of this StAe for their protection. 

^^Uh the ^ .mcere desire to P^^ -^'J^^^h. .t 
^r «d with high regard for your-elt pcr«,n.lly, 
, , ^ Your obedient Bervant, 
honor to oe. . __ 



r 



KR. TILDBN'S RBFLT. 

NEW York. Thureday, Oct. tS. 1855. 

DaxR SIR -I l^avo received your letter, offering on cert^ 
DEAR SIR . » Committee of the 

T *i,ttiV thai on reflection, you wm ew «!»• r 

^m^n «y negotiation, or dl«.uBS any condition., for a 
„, f •»«'*»'^7 /^^^ gj.^ uehet.. ^ propowd hy you. or 
foBion of a part of the two d» „„.rter8 Still leas can 

„, «.e entlr. tlcU^. as P-'^;;:%,;"rarad.antage. In.- 
1 initiate such an arrangemept ^orm^ ^^^ ^,^^,, ,uh me. 

r.^ct r "rr rr rpun^. »•. -- - 

^rrrof the« to reciprocate .— ^-^I^^^^^e 
.ion. a. to the f^-lhilHy. V^ovri^r^^^^^ r^rnomlnafd 
two tickeu belong not to me. ^«» ^ *»'«|;^' ^^.^nano. 1 
„,. or It. -»''<>'^^;^:Xt^rWd h. in retiring 

r^^r'dtr Tho^whoha^donem-th-h-^to 



«ta tfcm ft«. M^u^ «, ^ ^^^ ^^,^^ ^^ ^^^^ ^ 

*! ^ "^ «P««»fally, ycr obedient wrTut. 
Ion. J. 8oTH«wro.w ^ , y,,^^ 

It will be ob«iTcd tlMt Mr. Tildon made no answer 
»• Judge Satherland'8 inqnirics on the vexed question 
Of- sUveiy in the territories. Mr. Tilden was one of 

i>o Free soil bolters at tl.e Baltimoi^ Convention ot 
J»«, wd supported Van Bnren and Adams in the 
*-^enti.l contest of that year. His views on the 
««l.ject of Slavery in the Territories, which he did not 
««close in tin's correspondence, were frankly stated 

*■« years later in his letter of October 2Q, i860, to 
-o^e William Kent. « I never held any opinion,- 
^»«l Mr. Tilden in the Kent letter, « which could 

S! {. *"'*' "'* P**"*^ *'• ♦••« onjanization of the 
^publican p«ty. If I had done so I should not 
^tate to frankly renounce so grave an error. ♦ ♦ • 
m, in troth, I never adopted the doctrine of absolute 
"•4 nniver«al exclusion, by federal legislation, of 
^*«7 from an territories, and still less that of the 
^^ of new sUve States, or the philosophical 
*««ones on which the doctrines are founded." 

Hr. Kelly's eneigetic protests in the Soft Shell Con- 
*«rtloo of 1855 bore ample fruit in the Convention of 
Jbe tMne par^ held at Syracose January 10, 1856 
l»e dd^grtes chosen to represent the Softs at Cindni 

*) Vim Tork Buds uhI Sofle. pp. 71-1 
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iiati were headed by Iloratio Sejmonr, and were 
National Democrats of conscn'-ativo convictions and 
feelings. Mr. Kelly was a delq^to from the Fourth 
Congressional District. An able and elaborate ad- 
dress, written by Nicholas IlilK Jr., was adopted by 
the Convention, and was replete with sound Demo- 
cratic doctrine of the broadest national character. Not 
a word of Free soilism appeared in it. The resolu- 
tions were of the same conservative kind, and adverted 
to the triumph of the principles of the Kansas- 
Nebraska bill as shown in the recent elections. The 
fourth resolution was in these words : 

" Reiolud, That ths determination of Congreee, arowed in the 
Kanaas-Nebraska biU, to reject from the National coandla the 
Bubjecl of slarery in the Territoriea, and to leare the people 
thereof free to regulate their domestic Institntions In their own 
way, subject only to the Constltntion of the United States, is one 
that accords with the sentiments of the Democracy of this State, 
and with the traditional course of l^slatlon by Congress, which 
under Democratic auspices, has gradually, Insucoesslre Territorial 
bills, extended the domain of popular riprht and limited the range 
of Congressional action ; and that we believe this disposition of 
the question will result most auspiciously to the peace of the 
Union and the cause of good goTemment." 

Thus the principles advocated by John Kelly were 
embodied in tlie address and resolutions of this Con- 
vention, while those which John Yan Bureti had 
ni^god were entirely rejected. Franklin Pierce was 
unfortunate in the selection of his political represent 
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t»tiTe in the State of New York at lliU itnportiint 
juncture. He was an aepinint for rciiOTiiiTifttion, and 
hi« brilliant hot unstable counsellor, Prince John, 
landed him in a Serl>onion l>og, niid left the cov- 
eted prize to James Buchanan. John Kelly wonld 
l^avo proved a safer adviRcr for the ehHjnent and 
patriotic Pierce. The diffcrcnccB between the two 
*^ngB of the Kew York Democracy, led respectively 
'>y Horatio Seymour and Greene C. BronKin, were har- 
*»oniied at Cincinnati, and on motion of Mr. Bayard 
*>f Delaware, both were admitted on an efjual footing 
*n the National Convention. 

It lias been said that William L. Marcy desired John 
Kelly, in place of John Van Buren, to be made the 
(Uonthpiece of the Administration in New York aU 
*l»i« critical period. Bnt from the day of Pierce'a 
^Wction John Tan Burcn had been nseidnons in his 
attentions to him. He went early to Concord Iwforo 
^« inanf^ration, and was closeted with the President 
^«cL4*> He was with him at the White Snlphnr 
springs, in Virginia, just before the Syracneo Conven- 
*V>n of 1855. Mr. Van Bnren was a man of varieil 
*>kd fascinating accomplishments, and fonnd it nn 
*vj task to capture the President's heart. Notwith- 
g the preference of Mr. Mercy for John Kelly 
I leeder in New York, on Priree 
. that distinction. William L. 
WKvwTorit Hard* and Bofta, p. M. 



J. 
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Marcy, with the cxeeptiou of De Witt Clinton, the 
, greatest Dcinwratic statL-sman the Empire State hfti 
yet fnrnislie<l to the country, died at Ballston Spa, 
New York. July, +, l^S?. 

Mr. Kelly won a national reputation by hia brilliant 
course in the Syracuse Convention of 1855. His Re^ 
vices in the cause of the Democracy were recognized 
on all aides iKffore ho took his seat in Congress at the 
meeting in r>eceml>er of that year. General Cass, 
successor of Mr. Marcy in the State Department, intro- 
duced and welcomed his old New York supporter of 
1848 into the coundU and friendship of the Adminin- 
tration of Mr. Buchanan. John Kelly entcre-l tiie 
field of Federal jiolitics, as a member of the Thirty^ 
fourth Congress, under favorable auspices for a sno- 
cesaf ul career. 
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CHAPTER V. 

.T, AS ALDERMAK AKD OOKOREteXAlf-^KETVfl OF 

HIKE WALCH — OREAT BTRUOOLE FOR BPEAXERBIIIP 

WORJIY DATS IH 0ONORE88-W08HOA R. OIDDINOS 
TLATt PART OF CASSAIIDRA— CCLLBM OF OELAWARB 
TALKS or BOOOrO THE CATHOLICS— KKLLT RBPUES 
— READS OIPORTAMT LETTER OK LAFATETTE Otf 

man wnttm tbe Kitow.NnntiNo«i had oarbleo 

— KBLLT TBE OWLT CATBOLIO UT THE HOUSE. 

Althocoh a political nitiier than a chronoJogical 
^»>der has hoen observed in the preceding chaptere^ 
1*^ i necessary now, for the preservation of important 
«»*eads of the narrative, to speak of some evento as 
'■*^ tiBDspired. 

^^<*" ^«"y' tJien a»pt«in of that popular company 
*^ Emmet Guards, was elected Alderman for the 
^rteeotb Ward at the election in November, 1853, 
o aenre for two years, beginning January 1st, 1864. 
♦"wen^-fire or thirty yean ago the people of the city 
<*f New York selected the strongest men in the com- 
^noiiity to represent them in the Board of Aldermen. 
To attain, at that period, the place of a City Father 
«■• an olgect of ambition with tliose who sought an 
attnetare rank among Uieir fellow^itizens, and many 
men were elected Aldermen who liave since become 
fanoos in State and National politics. Tlie Boards 



! 
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of whicli Hr. Kelly was a member in 1854-5, were 
exocptionally able ItodicA. At hid election, November 
8th, 1853, the whole nnnil>cr of votes cast for Alder- 
man of the Fourteenth Ward was 1938, of which 
Jolm Kelly rcceive<l 1007; Thomas Whcelan, 666; 
and Morris Miller, 275. Mr. Kelly's mnjority over 
all was 256. He was a member of the Committee on 
the Almshouse Department in the Board of Alder- 
men, and of tlie Committee on Annual Taxes in the 
Board of Supervisors, the lafter body being composed 
of the Mayor, Becorder and Board of Aldermen. The 
Aldcrmanic list for 1854 contains the well-known 
names of Nathan C. Ely, President of the Peter 
Coo^x^r Insurance Company, and also President of the 
Board of Aldermen; William Boanlman, jun.; Abrain 
Wakeman, Amor J. Williamson, Tliomas Christy, 
Anson Ilerrick, Daniel D. Lord, John Kelly, Richard 
Mott and Thomas Woodward. To these were added, 
in 1855, Isaac O. Barker, who succeeded Mr. Ely 
as President of the Board, Orison Blunt, William 
Cluiuncey, George W; Varian, and others, the new 
members taking the seats of those whose terms ex- 
pired in 1854. 

Mr. Kelly's aptitude for affairs was soon recognized 
by his fellow members. President Barker placed him 
on no less tlian five committees in his second year in 
the Board, and appointed him chairman of the most 
important committee of the body — that on Annual 
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T«e. „ the Boari „f Snp.„i«,„. The ™„bers of 
a... C„,„,n„,ee we™ M,„ Kdl,, ,Ie,„^ R ]I„m„i„ 

Zl^T- V , ''"' K"--"""""!,- we™ ,ho„ 
P»werf„I ,„ New Yonfc, .„d J„,,„ jf,,,^. „.„ „,^,^ 
"eeplee. „pp„„e„, ;„ „,, j,,^ ^^ Aldermen. II;, 
r"*'"'"" '"™ »»"■■!/ atttc-hed to the ,„,„, .„J 
yy .ppreciated l,i. «,„ice, i„ „«„■., ,if,. s„„, 
« went » r.r ., to predic ,|„t he ,oM »<,n 
S"r • ''"°^'°"* "'«' '° "'» »Icbr«cd Mike 
Ztw ?'r,i","'° ""'"'"'" °' '"' W»l.ritj. Kellj, 

Oi^"^ .*",'" "■'"' '■" ""■ ^""'•"' 0o"8-i»n.> 
.«nrt, .nd U,e I.ttor w^ a. ,h.t time ™p™«„ting 

IK*-. 1 ""' ''"»' ""^PfWIity in the Thirtr. 

^.rd Conp«.. The prediction wa. veriSed, .„d 
«^ellj h«»n„ W.l.l,'s competitor „ ,h„ ,„„, „^ 
"on. The mtere* which (hi. content exei.d .„ n„. 
«»"fined to the e,tj, b„t extended to .11 ,„rt. ,.f the 
SUte of New Tork. The p,an adopted in'thc. ^ 
'^p^g ontline .ketches of the more eon.pic.„„. 
«« w,«, ,h„» name, that of Mr. Kellj, h«, l«e„ 
b^ » political controve„ie., certainly cannot 
^ d,.res.rded ,„ U,e ca,e of Mike W.W,, that wav. 
*>rf P=».n^ Sifted orator, and child of misfortnne 

C».»ty Cork, I„,a„d, in igis, .„„ „„,„ ,„ „,.; 
•wntrr witk hi, p.™„„ „hen he wa, a child. Hi, 
M«r ™ .„ intollis,nt,i„J„.,ri„„.,hart working 
•«, Md the owner of a m.hoganj jard in W..hin« 
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ton Street, New York. IIo entertained ]X)ciiIiar 
views ill regnpcl to a republican form of ;^veniiiicnt, 
ami on tliat nccount never 1)ccaino a eitizcn of the 
Uniteil States. His R>n ^Iclincl [KMivCsaed a grd^ 
deal of talent, and was educated at St. Pctcr^ school 
ill Barclay Street. Wieii lie wne nbont sixteen ycarB 
of age Iiis fatlier indentured liim to a litliogrnjilicr at 
Drowlwa/ and Fulton Street, with whom lie learned 
that linBincee. lie was hardly twenty-one when ho 
Iffgaii tu Ijc exceedingly active in political affairs in 
New York, and the whole country. Ab an orator, for 
hi* age, he had prohaljly no cqiml. He (lostieeaed 
literary ability, and was ciually ready with ]>en or 
tongue. Hie forte, )iowevcr, was sarenem, and nnfor- 
tonately for himself he had an nnrivalcd knack for 
coining slang espressiona. Many of the slang say- 
ings iMJculiar lo New York at this day were invented 
by Mike Walc^h. lie waa natnrally Inimorons, and 
waa endowed with powers of mimicry that would 
havo made hia fortune on theslAgc. lie could describe 
the weaknesses of human nature, and lay bare tlio 
motives which influenced public men iu their actiona 
with a mastery which no other man of hie time pos- 
sessed. 

lie was elected to tlie lower branch of the rx-gisla- 
turo of New York before he was twenty-one years of - 
age, and although ho had little or no bnainess ability, 
he dietingaiBhed himself in the House by liia fine 
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^^vmiorical powcn. Uis speeches were not only inter- 
acting mnd amnsini;, but often full of information. 
^V'iilioQt previous thought or reflection, he could make 
^ capital off-hand speech, expressing hb views very in* 
^^Uigentlj, and enlisting the attention of his audience 
^IirooghoDt. The Democratic party in New York, at 
^^uU period, was under the control and influence of 
who bad very little respect for Walsh, as his man- 
were not only objectionable, but sometimes his 
ImngiMge iras abusive. lie was very strong, notwith- 
standing, with tlie people, and on that account was 
'<^tred by the leaders. lie was re-elected to the 
-Assembly several times. He established and edited a 
paper which he called ^* The Subterranean,'' and his 
^iiiba» sometimes clever but often coarse, were sent 
^orth in its columns. Tliere was a furniture dealer in 
^ Fifth Ward named John Horsepool, between 
^hom and Walsh a bitter feud existed. Sevenil 
^uiiea H<mepool had him arrested for libeL At hist 
^ The Subterranean ^ belched forth an angrier flame 
^hin oanal, and Ilorsepool got his revenge. Walsh 
^ift indieted, tried and convicted, and sent for a short 
^tnn to the penitentiary. But this served to excite 
ipitpaUiy for him and iucrease his popularity. He 
^n a vaiy oorapanionable man, was full of anecdote, 
>Bd had a very retentive memory. He recollected, 
^Uiont partienlar effort, nearly everything he had 
(*(r tmit and if called upon woald recoant a story 
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or any other matter with great precision. Among 
bis companions, for several years, were Tom Ilyer, the 
pugilist, and Jack llaggarty, son of the old New 
York auctioneer of that name. They generally made 
their headquarters at the Hone House, a hostelry kept 
by Morgan L. Mott. This was formerly the private 
\;v residence of Philip Hone, and took its name from him. 

t V^ Walsh and his coterie would gather together hero 
daily, and relate stories and anecdotes of their check- 
ered experiences. Having no business occupations and 
some money to spend, they all shortened their days 
by the immoderate use of alcoholic stimulants. As 
long as Mike Walsh sunived lie was the life of the com- 
pany. During the Presidential canvass of 184-1 Walsh 
formed a political organization on the East Side of 
New York city, which he named the SjMirtan Band. 
This body was in opiwsition t<. the Empire Club of 
Captain Isaiah Ryuders. Both of these clube were 
exceedingly active during the Polk and Dallas cam- 
paign, and rendered efficient service to the Democratic 
ticket Walsh was proud of the influence he wielded 
over his men, and of the power his jjosition brought 
to liim as a leader. The singular notion occurred 
to him of giving high-sounding titles to his several 
lientenanU, and he consequently called them after the 
distinguished French Marshals who fought in the 
wars of Napoleon the First. All the men who were 
prominent in those days in the Si>artan Band and 
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^nipire Clab have long since pasecd away, with the 
^oeption of Captain Rynders, who still figures in New 
politics at eightj-onc, as erect of carriage and 
almost as brisk of step as he was fifty years apo.<«> 

A earioQS anecdote is told of the way in which 

[ike Walsh and David C. Broderick, subsequently 

from Califomiai ceased to be friends. After 

^'^•kh was sentenced to BlackwelPs Inland, an under- 

^^wding is said to have been reached between them 

^^liat Walsh shonld commit suicide on his way to tlie 

X^Qiitmtiaiy by jnmping from the ferry-boat into the 

£ist Biver. Walsli being regarded as the champion 

^ the poor as against the rich, and many believing he 

. lud been sentenced to BlackwelFs Island because of 

1^ adToeacy of the interests of the poor, his death in 

^1^ manner indicated, it was thought, would be 

Avenged by his followers as that of a martyr in their 

^^Qee. In view of the disgrace visited upon him, 

W^iUi ]§ oud to have promised Broderick that he 

'^oeld saerifioe his life by drowning, and thus stir up 

^ vengeance of the populace in retaliation upon his 

^ tbrir opp ress ors But Walsh showed better sense 

^Wi to do so foolish a thing, and Broderick became 

"11 enemy, and branded him as a coward, because he 

^ not kill himself according to promise. 



^ Cbplaia l^fidOTS dM eiiddMilj about the middle of Jaiuuuj, 
s^foyed him esml good hoalth ap to withia a few 
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During the summer montlis Mike Walsh was in the 
habit of frequently sleeping all night in one or 
another of the parks of the city, because, as he 
claimed, the night air hardened his constitution. For 
the same reason he seldom wore an overcoat in win- 
ter. He was an inveterate joker, and was in his 
element whenever he could play a trick on the un- 
wary or uninitiated. lie was the author of the Frank 
McLoughlin hoax, which all old New Yorkers will 
remember. McLoughlin was a noted si^rting man 
in New York forty years ago, and a great toast 
among horse men, pugilists, and like people of that 
day. Ho was one of the California pioneers of 1849 
when the gold excitement broke out. In a few 
years he returned to New York. Mike Walsh hap- 
pened to be passing through the City Hall Park, and 
met McLoughlin as he was on his way from the ship 
to the house of his relatives. 

"Well, Frank," said Mike, "I see you have returned." 

'* Yes," was tlie reply. . 

" Do you expect to remain here ?" 

" Yes, sir," said Frank, " I hope to spend the re- 
mainder of my days in New York. I have been in 
no place since I left hero that I like as well." 

" I suppose," said Mike, " all of your friends will 

be glad to see you ?" 

"Yes, I am sure they will, and I shall be glad to 

see them.'' 
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thqr Mpunted; Walsh hastened over to the 

,^^ . ^"^ «» Fninkfort Street, Thoma. Dnnlap 

P*«»pnetor, then known M Tammany Hall. Pawinir 
«»to theb.r.«o«, Walsh exclaimed to tho«. p^eent 

W ~r •'"•* "**" ^""'^ McLoaghlin, and that 
^ bad gone tot, pablio-honse on the Bowery, and 

iTr^. *" friend, to call on him there at once. 
^cj^l,„ being a favorite, a great many penon. 
, 2^ «" *^ fi»d '»•». ^t as it was Sunday they 
TTT^. «,me difficulty in obtaining admittanc; 
^ the hotel. Tl,e bar-keeper there pcreeived the 

ih!*il! rJ"?"'' ""^ '^'^ McLonghlin had been at 

^ hotel, bat had gone to John Teal's, on the comer 

r stanton^d Forsyth StreeU, having left word, if 

^ of h« frnind, should call, they were to go there 

^ .ee hm.. Walsh took care to cireulate the hoax 

^ of McLoughlin, who was the bearer, quoth 
^ke, of nuny fetters and present, to the boys in 
•» Tork from old acquaintances in California. 
yy^ of drinking «Uoons reaped a la,^ harvest 
^•eUing extra quantities of their beveniges.to the 
^™ of the hoax. In .portire trick, of U.i. aort 
«ke Walah wa. continually engaged. 

In 1862 he wa. nominated for Congress in the 

f-ourthCongrewiondDi.trict, and elected. He served 

^i^T.^ Representotive. for two yea«, and 

■«"■««» by hw peculiar power, much attention in 
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that body. lie was nominated the Bceond time in 
1854 by the Ilanl Shells. TIio Soft Sheik nomi- 
nated John Kelly. A very bitter and exciting contest 
followed. Many thought Walsh was invincible in 
the Fonrtli District, bnt his opponent was very pop* 
nlar, and the stnigglc between them was carried on 
with great enthasiasm and energy. Mr. Kelly came 
oat the victor, bnt only with eighteen plurality. The 
whole nnml)er of votes was 7^593, of which John 
Kelly received 3,008 ; Mike Walsh, 3,050 ; Sandford 
E. Macomber, 824 ; John W. Brice, 626 ; James Kelly, 
1 ; and scattering, 24. 

After the election Walsh served notice on Kelly 
that he would contest his scat, on the ground that 
illegal votes had been cast in the Fourteenth Ward, 
where the majority against Walsh was quite large. 
Mr. Kelly at once acted on information that had been 
given to him by a friend of Walsh's father, the late 
John Griffin, that Walsli was not a citizen of tlie 
United States, his fatlier not having been naturalized, 
and he himself having neglected to take out citizen's 
papers when he readied the proper age. He was 
not, therefore, a citizen of the United States. A cer- 
tificate of his baptism was procured from the parish 
priest at Bandon, Ireland, where he was bom, and 
Walsh, fearing the result of an exposure, withdrew, 
and the contest ended. 
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Wn ^..iKbunder, a, hi, agent to go to R^a 
*bJ!r * **"*""* "' ^^ ''*'^**'' **» build ships for 

^ to officd. of the Rossian Government, and set 

*rjL?l!rr' ^*«^'''^--.o^«>nd«cting 
J^ '" ^""'P*'' "<* -pent the «mitt«,ces his em- 

w r^^? T ''''^ -^"' - '- -^ 

n. • T ^ .hpped and fell down a celUr-way 
P«JI to h^ beeu .nstantl, killed, as he was found 

He^nT "'"L"* ^^ *^* P^"^- ^though 
W tJlJ "" *''""«'" '•'•' ''« '•«<» been mur- 
^Jidence taken at the inquest showed that 

^J-^TJ r- ^» <»-*b .»,1^ forth 
"**■""** " profoand •orrow in New VnA f • 
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a i>owerful hold on tlio popular iniiid, and over his 
new-iiiade grave many an eye was dimmed with un- 
hidden grief, and all that was gentle and noble in his 
nature was feelingly recalled. 

Although John Kelly had been an ardent Hunker, 
or Cass and Butler man, in 1848, he was now acting 
with the Soft Shells, having, when the reconciliation 
took place between the Hunker and Barnburner fac- 
tions in 1849, followed the leadership of William L. 
Marcy and Horatio Seymour, the two eminent Hun- 
kers, who became Soft Shells. It was by the Soft 
Shells he was nominsited against Walsh in 1854. 
The country was roused to a high pitch of excite- 
ment by the Kansas imbroglio when he took his 
seat as a Representative of the city of New York 
in the Thirty-fourth Congress. For the first time 
in the history of the government a purely sectional 
candidate, sustained exclusively by sectional votes, 
was elected Speaker of the House of Bcprescntatives 
in 1856. This was Nathaniel P. Banks, of Waltham, 
Massachusetts. The struggle was the most bitter and 
protracted one that ever took place in the House, 
beginning when Congress assembled on the first 
Monday of December, 1855, and continuing from 
day to' day for nine weeks. The contending forces 
were so evenly balanced, and party spirit ran so high, 
that it seemed impossible to break the dead-lock. 
There wore three candidates in the field, and the foI« 
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of each supported their respcctire faroritet 
Dlliiicbing resolution. William A. Richardson 
Krit, who had brought in the Kansas-Nebraska 
the last session, and carried it throu{?h snecess- 
wa the caucus nominee of the Democrats; 
iel P. Banks, of Massachusetts, of the Repub- 
and Heniy M. Fuller, of Pennsylvania, of the 
fothiogs. It was the beginning of the great 
I conflict, and the ominous mutterings of the 
we now heard in the House of Rcprcscnta. 
lose thunder in a few years was to break forth 
undied battle-fields. There was Joshua R. 
a, the ancient Abolitionist, who for years like 
ra in the gates had been uttering prophecies 
and now in anticipation of victorj- was goad- 
Hotspurs of the South to fury, such as Keitt, 
As, and Caskie, and liowie, and Extra Billy 
nd Fayette McMullin. There, too, were Hum- 
[mrshall, Henry Winter Davis, ZollicoflFer and 
Know-Nothing birda of evil, shouting their 
ry ery in the House, like Lord Geoige Gor- 
the British Parliament, seventyfive years 
There were Alexander II. Stephens, who 
tbreakof sectionalism left the Whigs forever, 

took sides with the National Democrats, 
ly, Howell Cobb, James L Orr, and William 
itiaon,ma»lialling the forces of the adiuimV 
id striving to pluck success from the aggres- 



sive and powerful scctionalists. They would have 
succeeded in electing the Democratic candidate, Wil- 
liam Aiken, finally settled upon in place of Messrs. 
Richardson and Orr, but for the oflScious intermeddling 
of a blunderer, who revealed the plans of tlie Demo- 
crats before they were fully matured, and nominated 
Aiken in a theatrical speech which repelled the two 
or three wavering votes, only needed to elect him. 
Tills was Williamson R. W. Cobb of Alabama. In the 
homely words of Mr. Stephens, as will be explained 
more fully a few pages further on, he '* plugged tho 
melon before it was ripe.'' («) It was true that Aiken 
was first nominated by John Kelly in a few tentative 
words, that attracted several and did not repel any 
votes. Mr. Kelly made no kite-flying si)eech, and tho 
anti-Banks Whigs, sudi as John Scott Harrison, Haven, 
CuUen and Barclay, who opposed an out-and-out 
Democrat, were interested in Mr. Kelly's off-hand 
manner of presenting William Aiken's name, and 
showed a disposition to vote for him as against Banks. 
Harrison had avowed his intention to do so.(*) But 
W. R. W. Cobb of Alabama, let the secret out that 
Aiken was the Democratic dark horse, and the masterly 
plans of Alexander H. Stephens and John Kelly, just 
as victory was in reach, were dashed to the ground. 

(■) Life of A. H. Stephoos, bj Johnston k Browne, p. SOd. 
0) Ibld« p. 806. 
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n opifiioo ftiithcr prorailed among many that one 
<>■• two Democrats were oorruptlj bought off. 

On the 18th of December, 1855, after neariy two 

^«^eelM had been spent in a fmitleRs effort to organize 

^be HoQset John Letcher of Virginia proposed that all 

^he members shonld resign, and now elections be held. 

This proposal was not made seriously, but rather as a 

l»otc«t against the deadlock. Joshua R. Giddings of 

Ohio chose to treat the proposition seriously, and on 

*'^« 18th of December spoke of the Democrats as fol- 

^"Ws : •« These are the gentlemen who propose here to 

*H^ majority of the House, that we shall resign and go* 

*^0(tiie, if they will. The proposition is unfair. We 

*^^ endeavoring to organize this House ; they are en- 

^^•roring to prevent an organization. To illustrate 

^jr idea, I will remark that I am reminded of the 

^Hminal sUnding upon the gallows, the rope fastened 

V> the beam over his head and around his neck, tlie 

^rop on whidi he stands sustained by a single cord, 

which the sheriff stands ready with his hatchet to cut 

*Now,' says the criminal to the sheriff, Mf you will 

resign, I will, and we will go home together, and appeal 

to the people.' I«t me say to gentlemen, we are each 

of us now writing our biography with more rapidity 

than we generally imagine. Gentlemen of the Demo- 

cfmtie party, I say again, in your attempt to extend 

this sectional institution, you have called down the 

▼eDgeaoce of the American people upon your heads. 
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The handwriting ui>on tiic wall has been seen and read 
of all men. Your history is written, and your doom 
is sealed; the sentence is pronounced against you, 
^ de]>art, ye cursed ! ' I have already given my views 
upon Republicanism. They are expressed in the lan- 
guage of that immortal instrument tlio Declaration of 
Indei)endence. That is the foundation of my Repub* 
licani8in, as it is that of a vast majority of the Whigs 
and Know-Nothings of the North. You, gentlemen 
of the Democratic ])arty, stand forth here denying this 
doctrine. You say men are not endowed by their 
Creator with the inalienable right of liberty. * * * 
I would to God I could proclaim to every slave in 
Virginia to-day — Y'ou have the right of self-defence, 
and when the master attempts to exereise the right of 
dominion over you, slay him as he would slay your- 
selves I " <•) 

Hero then the incendiary appeal in favor of a servile 
insurrection, which John Brown tried to carry out 
with arms in 1859, was openly made on the floor of 
Congress in 1855. 

Tliat Giddings was either blinded by his fanaticism, 
or was a dishonest pettifogger, became clearly estab- 
lished a few weeks after he made this seditious speech. 
On the 18th of January, 1856, the House still being 
in the wrangle over the Speakership, Mr. Giddings 
took the floor, and advocated the adoption pf the 

(•) Coi^fressfcmal Globe, lit Senkm, 84ih OMigraM, p. 44, «l 
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I^««i»!itjf rale. Mr, Hanks Itad tlie lariat nnmbor 
^*^ 'Votes of tlio eevcrnl cftii<)K)atG«. Gi(ldin^s,wlio Iiad 
pitterly opjioKcd tliix nilo in 1S4!>, now, to help bis 
*^**»didate, ns cameatty advocated it. 

Sieuid: " We liavo Unt one prcrcdcnt in tlic )iie- 
''>*^ of Uio Government for oiir gnidancc. In 1S49 
^■>is body found itaelf in tbe name condition for three 
"^'^s^ka Ibftt it now finds itself in dnriiiR almost *evea 
'^**^Beks. Tliero were tben, as now, three parties in tbe 
■*i^>UEe. Jfo one party liad sufficient numbers to decide 
*'»^ election. Tsoone partynowbas niifficientnnmlwrs 
*«> «lect." 

Xt. Jones of Tennesaec rose to a question of 



"Xr. Giddings : " I do not blame tbe gentleman 

OMj-. Jones) for rising to a rjnestion of order. lie 

^^Msn stood witb the party wbicU cstablisbed a precc* 

^«»it which shall g" down in all time to tbo condcmna* 

*-ion of bis party. I mean that under the circumstanoea, 

^^« Democratic party, as a l>arty, in its caucus, spc&k- 

"^K by a party organ, tben declared the plurality rale 

^ he the proper and only rule whiHi conid be adopted 

for tbe oif^nization of tbo Jloiiflc.'* 

tXr. Ilowell Cobb, " Mr. Clerk, tlio gentleman is 



Mr. Giddinga: "No, sir; I stand upon the rec- 
ord. I have tbe record before me, and the gen- 
a niivt contradict that before he oontradicts mo. 
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I read from the Congressional Glol«. 'The House 
bad now ' says the record, ' reached the contingency 
contemplated in the proi>osition of Mr. Stanton. It 
bad exhanstcil the three votings therein jtrovided for, 
witlioiit ft i-csult, and bad arrived at that jwint where, 
in fulfillment of an agreement entered into between 
the two i>artie8, a Si>eaker wiis to !« elected by a plu- 
rality vote.' Here, sir, sUnds the record. Now wo 
stand precisely where we then stood. I do not know 
the number of times that we, on tliis mde of the House, 
liave endeavoHKl to follow this establialiod jjrecedent 
that was then adopted. It was adopted by gentlemen 
on the other side of the House, and under it the gen- 
tleman from Georgia (Mr. Cobb) himself was exalted 
to that chair. The Republican party stands ready to 
carry out that precedent now. Tlie Republicans stand 
upon the great principle which was avowed by both of 
the great parties, Whigs and Democrats." 

Mr. Cobb: "I corrected tlie gentleman in a state- 
ment of fact. I rise now for the puri>osc of putting 
that statement correctly l)efore the country in counoo- 
tion with his remarks. He stated that the Democratic 
party had in 1849 adopted the plurality resolution in 
caucus. Tlie truth is simply this: tbe plurality rule 
was adopted in caucus by the Whig party. When it 
was reported by tho Committee of Conference of tbe 
two parties to the Democratic caucua, it was rejected 
there by a decided majority. And, if he desires to 
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>teid bj the reoordy there wim no man on the flour more 

Solent or more denunciatory of the operation of the 

pinrmlitj rale than tlie gentleman from Ohio. My 

v^Deollection is that he offered a snbetitntc for it, which 

^l^ared that it was wrong in principle, dangerous in 

>^ tendency, and onght not to lie adopted/^ 

Mr. Oiddings : ** I only reiieat what was said by a 

l^iMling member of the Democratic |>arty, the Hon. 

Mr. StantoDi of Tennessee, on this floor, and in the 

pi^esenee of the gentleman from Georgia, and his i)arty 

in this Honse. Tliat gentleman sat silently in his seat 

^hen Mr. Stanton declared the plurality rule to liave 

Wen agreed to by the Committee, and he did not 

^^^nj it; no member of his party denied the fact I 

^U the attention of the country to the fact that in 

^^r caucus tlie Democratic party, as a jiarty, agreed 

^ith the Wliig party, as a party, that this should be 

^he mle. I do not involve gentlemen ; I only in« 

^olve the Democratic party. I mean to pin it on that 

l»rty.'' 

Mr. Edmnndson: ** Anybody who asserts that the 
I) emo cr a tic party agreed to adopt the plurality nde, 
asserts what is not true.'' 

Mr. Orr: ^I was present on the occaiBion to which 
I soppose reference is made; and I state distinctly 
that no such resolution as that referred to by the gen- 
tlenuui from Ohio was adopted by the Democratic 
either directly or indirectly.*' 
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Mr. Million, and otlier members who had attended 
the Democratic caucus of 1840, made similar denials. 

Mr. CJobb : " Fortunately the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee (Mr. Stanton), although not a mcml)er of this 
House, is here, and I assert, without one word of 
conference with him. that he never intended to say 
Iwforo this House, nor did a single meml)er of the 
House at tliat time so construe his language— that the 
Democratic party had adopted the plurality rule in 

caucus.'' 

At this iM)int Mr. Jones, of Tennessee, referred to 
the Olobe of 1849, and showed that the words put in 
Mr. Stanton's mouth by Mr. Giddings had not been 
used by him at all, but were wonls of the reporter 
distinctly employed in another connection. This rev- 
elation, so damaging to Mr. Giddings's character for 
fair dealing, was clinched by Mr. Letcher, who quoted 
from a speech made in the House by Mr. Giddings 
himself, in 1849, five days after the adoption of the 
plurality rule, in which he declared the Wliig party 
had forced the mle upon the House. Having quoted 
the passage from Mr. Giddings's speech contradictory 
of himself, Mr. Letcher remarked : « Now, Sir, I sub- 
mit that wliatever may have been the opinion of other 
people, it does not become the gentleman from Ohio 
to rise here in his phice, and undertake to charge that 
the Democratic party adopted that rule, after he has 
sent out to tlie country and published a speech, revised 
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printed In p«„phlet fo„„, i„ ^hj^h he p„TH>rt. 
gi»e the facto m they occarred in 1 849 '» 

^^.ng rtroogh .to committee, did «g.^ to the 

- C*H> k»ow that he i, a««rti„g what is not tme. 

•toting facto within my own knowledge. The 

-^tic «,acn, voted down the .«K>Intion, and 

to adopt It Now, any statement made in 

-3ilr. Gidding* : 

— 0<^ .iKnr ywir dam how cbolrric yon .k 
^^ ■*• yw«' bondiiiwi tremble,' 

^J *> not come here to mdre any impntatione upon 
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W to bear what the gentleman f„,m Ohio , 




^.ffldding... '*I*t gentlemen keep cool. 
■^Ir. Bdiimiid«a : «I will keep oool. i 

*W« poto* then were load <».. ». 
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order," and much confusion and excitement in the 
hall. 

Mr. Cobb : " When the gentlemen from Ohio stated 
that the Democratic party had adopted as a party tlie 
phirality rule, I unhesitatingly denied tliat statement. 
AVhen he said that the resolution was introduced by 
Mr. Stanton, he read the language of Mr. Stanton to 
show that he made the statement to the House, and to 
the country, to that effect. I stated then that it was 
a misconstruction of the language of Mr. Stanton, and 
that it must have been so from the facts as they were. 
Now, Mr. Gerk, I ask this Ilouse, and I put it to the 
candor of every man on this floor, if, at the time this 
declaration was made, it was not its understandinj^ 
that the language quoted was the language of Mr. 
SUnton ? ^ 
Several members : " He so stated, expressly.** 
Mr. Cobb : " I put it to the memory and candor of 
gentlemen here, if the gentleman from Ohio did not 
so intend it, then he made a charge against the party 
without any particle ol ground to stand on. If he 
did intend it, it was an effort to falsify the r«cord 
on which he was standing. This language was the 
language of the reporter, giving an account of the 
proceedings of the day, and does not occur in oonneo- 
iion with Mr. Stanton's name at all. There is a vote 
intervening between the time when Mr. Stanton ad- 
dressed the House, and the remarks here made by the 
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nporter, wliich had no earthly oonnection with them 
irhateyer. Where, then, is the point of the gcntle- 
man'f remarks when he charges me with sitting by 
and allowing Mr. Stanton to state that tlie phirality 
proposition was the resnlt of an ag^roement between 
the two parties, unless it be becanse lie had pnt in Mr. 
8tanton-s month the language of the reporter? I 
anbmit the facto to the floase ; I shall not characterize 
them.'* 

Mr. Qrr: ^ Since the debate commenced, Mr. Stan- 
tOD has come within the limits of this hall. I have 
had an interview with him, and he has antliorized me 
to state, that when the proposition to elect by plu- 
rality was presented to Uie Democratic caucus, it was 
almost unanimously rejected by them, and that when 
he offered the plurality resolution he did it upon his 
own individual responsibility." 

These crushing refntations of tlie chaiges of Mr. 
Giddings raise a strong doubt of his honesty in this 
mattw. He was a sharp politician, and sought witli- 
out r^i^ard to the means to elect Mr. Banks Speaker 
of the House. 

The Enow-Nothings, recruited as were the Bepub- 
licana from the same parent stem of John Adams 
Federalism, were the allies of the Sectionalisto led by 
Mr. Oiddings in 1866. .The folly of the Southern 
Know-Nothings in the great conflict over the Speaker- 
iUp in the Thirty.f ourth Oonmss was lemarkaUe. 
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Some of them, like Zollicoffcr and Ilnmphrey Mar- 
shall, were afterwards sncli violent Sccessionisto that 
they became Generals in the Confederate army. Even 
Henry Winter Davis was so much opposed to the 
Republican party at this time, and for several years 
after, that he denounced it as a miserable, useless 
faction, and sneeringly asked, *' Wliy cumbers it the 
ground ?^' Mr. Zollicoffer, a Southern man^ of no 
mean powers, with surprising inconsistency refused 
to vote for a Democratic candidate for Speaker when 
none otlicr had the remotest chance to beat Banks, 
and at the same time inveighed against Mr. Campl>ell, 
a Pennsylvania Know-Nothing, for voting for Banks, 
and thereby aiding the Sectionalists in ojiening the 
door for disunion and civil war. These men and 
their congeners in bigotry, like the blood-stained 
ianatic Lonl Oeorge Gordon before them, strove to 
excite a religions war, and preached proscription of 
foreigners, and persecation of Catliolics in the Ameri- 
can Congress. No union with slave-holders, was the 
platform of Joshua J^ Giddings ; no-Popery, and no 
citizenship for foreigners, tlie platfonn of Henry Win- 
ter Davis. 

<<I go against the Catholics," said Mr. Cullen of 
Ddaware, during the same Speakership contest ^* I 
never will support them. They are not fit to be sup-' 
ported by Americans. The people of the State from 
which I come look upon them with abhorrence. A 



UR or /onr xbixt. 

ie priflrt, a short time tgo^ came among u«. He 

• a itranger. He tenght the doctrine of purgatory. 
Iter he bad proclaimed that doctrine, an honorable 
fltleman of the State of Delaware, and who at the 
»» election ran for Governor on the nme ticket with 
wir, declared tliat he onglit to be egged I I vote 
uaat the Catholics T 

fe Dowdcll, of Alabama: "I am exceedingly 
"ed at tlie spectacle which has been presented to- 
i»t When Borne was baming, Ifero was fiddling 

dWMslng. Now, sir, we are standing npon a slam- 
iig Tdcano. Upon our bordew in the common 
itwy of this conntiy, our people are marehalling 
r fwoes to try the great question whether tliey are 

to goTem themselves, it may bo with rifles in 
r huda. I have been reminded by the Indicreos 

■ witoetKNl here of a pandlel to be fonnd in a 
•"titled, ' Geoigia Soenes.» Ned Brace, the hero 

• rtoiy, happened to be in a city during the prev- 

• «f a great fire, the flames in red volumes were 
f higher and higher each moment, the people 

W|nniiig to and fro in great oonsteniation, women ; 
Mdren were screaming through the streets, and 
•idmght fire-belU were sending out their npid 
iMtling sounds, when Ned quieUy took his posi- 

■ tbe sidewalk. About this time a hi^ old 
"^rij out of breath, came running by in great 

^koN home was thrMtamA^ »:«k a^^ .. 
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perhaps, and was abruptly stopped by Ned with tlio 
intorrogatory : * Sir, can you toll mo whcro I can find 
Polcg Q. C. Stono t * * Damn Pclcg Q. C. Stone, my 
house is on fire ; ' was the impatient reply. Now, sir, 
while tlie fire of civil war is threatening to bo kindled 
upon our borders, questions are ])ropounded hero quite 
as impertinent at this time of danger, and calculated 
to provoke similar impatience, if not a similar reply. 
I have no fear that any ])arty in this country opposed 
to religious lil)erty will ever be strong enough to con- 
trol its legislation.'' 

Mr. Paine, of North Carolina : ^* I ask whether any 
gentleman in this House is willing to see the Oovom- 
ment of the United States, and the Congress of the 
United States, in the hands of the Soman Catholics of 

a 

this country? This is a matter which enters into the 
private feelings, however unwilling members may be 
to expose it. These very gentlemen themselves would 
not trust the government of the country and Congress 
in the hands of Roman- Catholics." 

Mr. Yalk, of New York : ** The honorable gentle- 
man from Alabama (Mr. Dowdell) took occasion to 
draw the attention of the House to the once living 
embodiment of that portrait on my right — that of La 
Fayette. I frankly and freely do honor to his memory. 
But the gentleman forgets one remark which fell from 
the lips of that man when living. He said : * If ever 
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the Vbeitiet of tbu ooontry are destn^ed it will be by 
Catholic priests.* " 
Mr. 



ie of Maryland ; " Sparks says that is a 



At this point Mr. Kelly tried to get tlie floor to 
repel tlie forions aasanlts of tbe Know-Nothings npon 
his cfanrch, of which the preceding extmctsaro bii: a 
few specimens. 
Mr. Kelly : " I ehoold like to explain my vote." 
The Ckrk : « The clerk wonW remind the gentle- 
nun lh>m New York that it is too kte. lie can pro- 
c«!d, however, if no objecUon is made." There were 
loud cries of ''object !'• 

Mr. Kelly : « Doe, the Clerk decide that I am not 
inordcrP 

Tlie Clerk : '« The Clerk makes no decision." 
Mr. Pennington : " I move Uiat the gentleman from 
Acw York (Mr. Kelly) l»ve leave to explain his vote, 
«nd I do so becanso the gentleman is a Catholic, and 
the only one I believe of that faitli upon this floor. I 
think that under the dreumstances it would be only 
common ooortesy to hear him." Loud cries of '• Hear 

MOMML 

Mr. Bowie: "Hear bim; he is the only Catholic 
here." 

Mr. Washburn : « I will yieW to the gendeman for 
ten minutes." Mr. Kelly, witlwut pievious prepaia. 
»»«» BOW proceeded to make his second speech in the 
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House, Janotiy 9, 1S56, his first haying liecn de- 
li\'crod December 19, 1855, in reply to Mr. Whitney, 
a New York Know-Nothing. 

Mr. Kelly : ** I am aware, Mr. Clerk, that it is very 
improper to bring religious matters into legislative 
business at all ; but when I hear sueli remarks as hare 
fallen from the intelligent gentleman who has just 
spoken, I feel that it becomes me, as a member of the 
religious body which the gentleman has been assail- 
ing, to say something, at least, in its defense. 

** Tlie accusation is made hero that the Catholic re- 
ligion is dangerous to the institutions of this Republic 
Sir, no man possessed of any intelligence would give 
any weight to a charge of that sort. When have 
the Catholic clergy urged their flocks to support par- 
ticular individuals for office ? When have they from 
their pulpits urged tlieir congregations to support par- 
ticular measures, or to vote for particular men ? There 
is not in the history of this country an instance in 
which the Catholic clergy liave so acted. But can the 
same be said of other religious denominations in this 
country ? In the Eastern portion of the Union you 
will frequently find ministers from their pulpits invok* 
ing their fiocks to vote for measures which interest 
them, and the section of the Union to which they be- ' 
long. Now, Mr. Clerk, I am a Catholic, and I love 
this Union. I defy any man in this Congress to say 
that he is a better citizen, or more devoted to the true 
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interesU of this Union than I am. Thia is not only 
my sentiment, bat it is tbe sentiment of the religions 
liody to which I belong. It is the sentiment of our 
priesthood. 

"^ I let the aecusation tliat the Catholie religion is 
dangerons to our beloved country , go for what it is 
worth; for I am satisfied tliat no sane man would 
make such an assertion. But this charge has been fre- 
quently made since wo first mot here. When my col- 
league^ Mr. Valk, made several chaises against the 
Cathofa'c religion, I had not an opportunity to say one 
word in reply ; but, sir, I am surprised that tho gen- 
tieman from Long Island, a man of intelligence and a 
Christian, as I take him to be, should rise upon 
this floor, and denonnce his fellow Christians be- 
cause he diflfers with thcni in opinion upon religions 
questions." Mr. Valk, who had indulged in such 
denunciation, neverthekss, made a denial at this 
point 

Mr. Kelly : " The gentleman from North Carolina, 
Mr. Paine, asks, would you like to see this Oovem- 
ment in the hands of the Catholic people ? Suppose 
that it was in the hands of the Catholic people, have 
the Catholic people of this Union ever been false to 
Hs tme interests I Why, sir, look at the early history 
of oor country, and look to that State which borders 
upon this District. A Catholic community existed 
tfaeie, which extended a liberalitv to all other reliirions 
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that could not be found in other colonies at tliat timo. 
While CaU'crt, Ix>rd Baltimore, was founding a free 
colony there, religious persecution was going on in 
other colonies ; and when people wero persecuted in 
other colonies, where did they go that they might wor- 
ship God according to tlie dictates of their own con- 
sciences ? They came to the Catholic colony of Mary- 
land. These are tho Catholic ]km)])1o to whom tho 
honorable gentleman from Alabama has referred. 
Such, sir, is the history of the Catholics in this country, 
and such has it ever been. These |)eople when they 
leave their homes in Grormany, in Ireland, or in what- 
ever country they may be found, and come here, it 
is to make this country their home. They imbibe tlie 
spirit of tmo patriotism before they leave the Old 
World. They come here with their parents, 
brethren, and friends, because here they can enjoy 
their liberty. And tell me, sir, is not the assertion, 
that tlioy are inimical to your liberties unfounded? 
Aro not the people who make it blinded by preju- 
dice and bigotry t Why, sir, foreigners liavo always 
composed a largo portion of tho army of tho country. 
They have fought side by side with our native-bom 
citizens in every battle that has been fought from the 
earliest i)eriod of our existence as a nation, down to . 
the present time. They have been working in a con- 
mon cause to promote common objects — the blessings 
and prosperity of this Union. Let me say to this 
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IXooaey if they come not hero with wealth, they como 
with willing hands to work and earn their bread n]x)n 
yoar pablic works, from their very commencement to 
their oompletio.i. How could yonr great public works 
hmve been constructed without these men ?'' 

Til© Know-Nothings, not liking Kelly's argument, 

at this point made a detennined effort to cut him off. 

Mr. Russell Sage, of New York : ** I move that this 

House do now proceed to vote for Speaker, and upon 

that motion I demand the previous question.'* 

Mr. Smith, of Alabama: '^I hoiK) the gentlenuin 
from New York, Mr. Kclly^ will be allowed to proceed 
with his explanation." 

Mr. Eastis, of Louisiana : <^ I hope Mr. Kelly will 
be allowed to proceed by unanimous consent.'' 
Several members objected. 

Mr. Leiter, of Ohio : <' I appeal to the House 
to withdraw all objection, and allow the gentleman 
from New York to*go on with his speech." Objec- 
tion was again made. 

Mr. Kelly : •* I do not care about proceeding further. 
I wished to deny the charges made by the gentleman 
from North Carolina, Mr. Paine, and by the gentle- 
man from New York, Mr. Yalk, and having done that 
1 am satisfied to let the matter rest for the present."(«) 
Mr. Edly, had be not been cut off by objections, 
intended to read tlie letter of La Fayette, written 

W Omg. Globs, 18IMMM, Thlrtr-ant Congress, 1st Session, 
pp. t91, << «cf . 






from Paris in 1S20 to a Protestant citizen of New 
York, whose guest the old patriot had l)ccn during 
his last visit to this country. This letter Mr. Yalk 
had grossly jwrvcrted. At the earliest opportunity 
during that session Mr. Kelly replied to Mr. Yalk 
and Mr. Smith, and read the La Fayette letter. The 
sentences in it which Mr. Yalk had so garbled wera 
in reality as follows : — *^ But I must be i)ermitted to 
assure you tliat tlio fears which in your patriotic zeal 
you seem to entertain, that if ever the lil)erty of the 
United States j's destroyed it will l)e by Romish priests, 
are certainly without any shadow of tbundation what- 
ever. An intimate acquaintance of more than half 
a century with the prominent and influential priests 
and members of that Church, both in England and 
America, warrant me in assuring you that you need 
entertain no apprehension of danger to your repnbli- 
ean institutfons from that quarter." 
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CHAPTER VI. 

OroiW-KOTHniOB JOUt REPUBLIOAKB TO ELECT BANKA — 
•KWABD BECOMES LEADER — SKETCH OP IftM — 
DSPEAT OP THE DBMOCBATIO PABTY — CAUSES OP 
IT — PRSQUSHT PI8T-PIGUTS BETWEEN MElfBEBS — 
DRUSTKEirHESS AND H0WDT18X IK CONGRESS — ANGRT 
DISPUTE BETWEEN KELLY AND MARSHALL — KELLT's 
POPULARITT IN THE HOUSE — HIS RELATIONS WITH 
ALEXANDER H. STEPHENS. 

Li the last chapter the strange spectacle was pre- 
aented of Soathem Know-Nothings, while declaring 
their opposition to tlie Abolitionists, actually aiding 
them to elect a Speaker, and offering as an excuse for 
their conduct tlie dread that the Catholic Church 
might obtain control of the Government I The Demo- 
cratic caucus had adopted a resolution denouncing the 
enemies of civil and religious liberty. Humphrey 
Harshall and the Southern Know-Nothings declared 
this was an insult to them, and not only HarshalK 
but Cox of Kentucky, and ZoUicoffer and Etheridge 
assigned the same cause as presenting an insuperable 
obstacle to their voting for any Democrat for Speaker. 
The Kiiow-Kothings and Abolitionists, having nothing 
in common, united to overthrow the party of tlie 
Cooatitntioo, the former to prevent the Catholics 
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from seizing tlio Oovemment, the latter to get rid 
of slavery. This ridiculous pretext of the Know- 
Nothing concerning the ])olitieal ambition of the 
Catholic Church was most effectively answered by 
the fiict that out of the whole 234 members of the 
Honee, and 7 Territorial Delegates, John Kelly was the 
only Catholic in the Tliirty-fonrth Congress. Mr. 
Kelly declared truly that no sane man would offer 
such an insult to the intelligence of the country, as a 
justification for his conduct, but DaviH of Maryland, 
Cullcn of Delaware, Whitney of New York, and other 
proscriptionists were wedded to their idols, and in or- 
der to strike down an imaginary enemy, they became 
tlid tools of a real one. 

For nine weeks the 6tubl)om contest continued. 
The country, from one end to another, was roused to 
feverish excitement. It was the first time the Repub- 
lican party had shown front in a National contest 
Ever since the Seward-Fillmore quarrel had led to the 
overthrow of tlie Whig party in 1853, the Frecsoilers 
had been a heterogeneous mass of the Northern ]X)pu- 
lation, unorganized, and with no common objerst in 
view. Mr. Seward keenly felt that success in the pres- 
ent struggle for the Speakership was vital to the per^ 
pctuity of the Republican jiarty. lie summoned to • 
Washington his ablest friends, Thurlow Weed, Horace 
Oreeley and James Watson Webb. These four famous 
leaders soon organized their followers in the House 
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into a compact body. Mr. Zollicoffer, who sabee- 
qncntljr liccamc a ScccMionigt, and fell in Imtlle a^ a 
Oonfedcimte General, cliaractcrized them by name on 
the floor of the House as the chiefs of the lobby. In 
the coarse of a speech on the 20th of December, in 
^hjcb be declared, with a short-sightedness unworthy 
^f mo clever a man, that he would not vote for a Demo- 
^■■^t against Banks, Zollicoffer said : " I sec hero a great 
^^^Tganiiation, nnmbering from one handrcd and four 
j^^ ooe hundred and six meml)ers, who are stead- 
**^ voting for Mr. Banks. Wliilst I have reason 
believe that the great lobby spirits who con- 
*^>oI that oi{;anization are Greeley and Seward, 
^^id Weed and Webb, men of intellect and 
It the North, who are as bitterly opposed to the 
san party as they are to the Democratic party, 
-I do, upon my conscience, believe that there are gen- 
^emen voting for Mr. Banks, from day to day, who do 
^ai behmg to the Abolition, or, as they style them- 
drives, the Republican organization. For example, I 
tiite the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. Campbell), 
mt whose position, as he announced it here the other 
day, I was surprised. He says he is an American, and 
lie qpnraed the idea that the American party at the 
North were identified witli the Freesoilers of the 
North; and yet he casU his vote steadily against a 
eoDtervative National American of his own State, and 
gives it to Mr. Banks, a Free Soil Democrat, who has 






affiliated, as hi& record clearly shows, with the most 
ultra and violent Frecsoil and Abolition factions.'^ 

The Capitol was alive with intrigues and with in- 
triguers from every part of the country. The leaders 
retired to the Committee rooms day by day, and night 
by night, and runners kept them constantly informed 
of the movements of their adversaries. Counter- 
movements followed, and new plans succeeded each 
other on every side without avail. It was an interest- 
ing moment for the historian ; the events of the hour 
were big with the fate of the country. Federalism 
and Democracy were once more, as in the year ISOl, 
locked in a death struggle. Then, as now, it was the 
party of the Constitution against the jmrty of Cen- 
tralization. The Know-Xothings held the balance of 
power, and of coun>e the followers of the man who 
wrote his own epitaph in these words, '^ Author of 
the Declaration of Inde|)endence, and of the Statutes 
of Virginia for Religious Freedom,'' had nothing to 
expect from that pestilent band of bigots. Sprung 
from the same parent stem of John A<iauis Federal- 
ism, Joshua B. Giddings and his Abolitionists, and 
Henry Winter Davis and his Know-Notliings, were 
natural allies against the disciples of Jefferson. 

Seward, Weed and Greeley, to their credit be it 
recorded, having led the anti-Know-Nothing branch 
of the Whig party in New York, were not personally 
influential with members of the American party in 
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Coiq;rQM. Bat the Repnblican leaders were men of 
vmricd resoorceB, and Thnrlow Weed, the Whig War- 
^^ck, was equal to any emci^genej. The fierce phil- 
ippics of Henry A. Wwe against the Enow-Nothings 
iKi the memorable Virginia campaign just closed, and 
tlic tremendous Wows which Alexander H. Stephens 
h«d dealt the party of dark lanterns in his then recent 
^«iigia campaign, were artfully spread abroad among 
tlic proscriptionists in Congress, and the bitterness of 
their defisat in botli those States added to the chagrin 
^hidi the unanswerable arraignments of Wise and 
Stopheoa excited among them. The resolutions of Uie 
I^cmocratie caucus, especially tlie one denouncing the 
^Qemies of dvil and religious liberty, and the alleged 
ootitradictory constructions phced upon the Kansas- 
K^ebraska bill by Korthem and Southern Democrats, 
^^re also used by the Seward men as electioneering 
appeals for Mr. Banks* In one or two Democratic 
iQarten tlie Republican leaders were strongly sus- 
poeted of employing corrupt appliances. 

The great anti-Enow-Nothing speech of Alexander 
IL Stephens at Augusta, largely quoted from in a 
fcrmer chapter of this book, was now being used by 
tlie BepoUieaos to increase Know-Nothing enmity to 
the Democrats. On h is part Mr. Stephens was a tower 
of atresgth to the Administration men in the House, 
fle appreciated the magnitude of the struggle, and was 
inde&tigable in his attempts to defeat the Reoublican 
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and Know-Nothing alliance. lie rejoiced at the prom- 
inence which the Republican leaders \r«re giving to 
the victory over Know-Nothingisni in his own State. 
*'I think,'* he said in a letter to his brother, "the 
Georgia election is more talked of than that of any 
other State in the Union.''<«> 

Lewis Cass, Stephen A. Douglas, C. C. Clay, R. M. 
T. Hunter, Judah P. Benjamin, and other Democratic 
Senators, were in frequent consultation with Alexander 
U. Stephens, John Kelly, Howell Cobb, James L. Orr, 
William A. Richardson, and other Democratic mem- 
Ijcrs of the House. The relative strength of the two 
leading parties in tlic Houue, seventy-four Democrato 
and one hundred and four Republicans, was the sub- 
ject of anxious thought, and all at length saw that Mr. 
Richardson, the caucus nominee of the Democrats, could 
not be elected. Ho was, therefore, dropi>ed, and James 
L. Orr substituted as the Democratic candidate. As 
week after week elapsed, it bcaunc evident that the 
dead-lock could only be broken by the abandonment of 
a straight party man by the Democrats. Even then 
no election was likely to take place unless the plurality 
rule should be adopted. About ten days before the 
end of tlie contest, as alluded to already, a private con- 
sultation took place between Mr. Stephens, Mr. Kelly, 
Mr. Orr, and Mr. Cobb, at which the nomination of 
William Aiken of South Carolina was decided upon 

(a) Life of A. H. Stephens. Johnstoa aod Browne, p. 8M. 
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as that of the onljr avAilable candidate against Banks. 
Bat ill order to render this inoveinont effective, the ut- 
most sccrcqr was necessary until the time should have 
come to bring ont the new candidate. This plan origi- 
nated with Mr. Stephens. Mr. Kcllj entered heart- 
ily into it To him was assigned the unportant duty 
as a NcMthem Democrat of putting Mr. Aiken in 
nomination. lie was only to do this, when Banks's 
election should appear imminent, or after the plurality 
mle had been adopted, with Orr still running against 
Banks. The nomination was not to be enforced by 
any set speech on the part of the mover, whidi might 
show design and premeditation, but was to be made as 
if on the impulse of tlie moment, and as the sudden act 
of an indiTidnal who had given up all hope for Orr, 
and now named Aiken as a sort of dernier resort to 
beat Banks. 

It showed that the Democratic leaders reposed extra- 
ordinary oonfidenoo in Kelly's coolness, tact and good 
jndgnient|that he should have been selected to initiate 
this most delicate parliamentary move. Mr. Orr had 
agreed to withdraw at the proper moment in Aiken's 
favor. In the meantime Mr. Stephens was to manage 
the preliminary strat^y necessary to put the train of 
albirs in motion. He soanded various members in 
emnl eimrersation, and fonnd men of the most oppo- 
site Tiews quite fiivorable to Aiken, as a compromise 
candidate against Banks. At length, February first, 
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when it seemed probable that Banks would l)e elected, 
and at the right moment, with admirable brevity and 
effect, John Kelly rose and nominated Aiken. But 
lieforo Orr could get the floor to withdraw in fevor of 
Mr. Kelly's nominee, Williamson R. W. Cobb, of Ala- 
l>ama, who had found mcml)erB who were in the secret 
predicting that Aiken would win, now sprang up and 
in a cut-and-dricd-speech, and with a great parade of 
theatrical language, declared that the time Imd arrived 
to name the winning man, that he had the pleasure of 
offering an olive-branch to all those who opposed the 
Republicans, and after giving evcrylxxly to know that 
he was aliout to announce a grand i>arliamentary stroke 
on tlie part of the Democrats, he nominated William 
Aiken of South Carolina. The effect of that supreme- 
ly ill-timed speech was to drive off votes which Mr. 
Aiken would have otherwise won, for as soon as it 
dawned upon the Whigs and Know-NoUiings, who had 
not gone over to Banks, that the latest move was a 
Democratic " olive-branch," a suflScient number of 
them reconsidered their intention to vote for Aiken, 
and Banks was elected Speaker the next day, under 
the operation of that extra-constitutional device— the 

plurality rule. 

The votes of John Hickman and David Barclay, 
two Democrats from Pennsylvania, were not given on 
the final ballot to the candidate supported by the 
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Democratic side of the iloasc. Tliej were mnch 
eeorared for their conree. 

The CmgreMiooal Globe oontains the following : 

*" HoiMe of Repreientativefi, Friday, Febmary 1, 
1856. 

Mr. Ball. I offer the following rcaolntions, and upon 
it I demand tlie previous qaestion : 

Resolved, That Nathaniel P. Banks, of MaMachn- 
settS) be, and he is hereby declared Speaker of this 
Honse for the Thirty-foiirth Congress. 

Mr. Kelly. I desire to offer a substitute for that 
resdintion. 

The Clerk. It is not in order to do so now, as the 
previoas question has been demanded. 

Mr. Kelly. Then I give notice, that if the pending 
rssolutioD is voted down, I shall hereafter offer the 
following : 

Resolved, That William Aiken, of South Carolina, 
be, and he is hereby elected Speaker of this House, for 
the Thirty-fourth Congress.'' 

The resolution declaring Banks the Speaker was 
lost by lOS ayes to 116 hoes. Then, before Mr. Kelly 
eould obtam the floor to name Mr. Aiken, Williamson 
R W. Cobb made his fiOal olive-branch speech in favor 
of Aiken, and Mr. Washbunie of Illinois moved to 
lay ^that olive branch on the table." The House by 
A vole of 98 to 117 refbsed to table the resolution. 
Tba main question of dedaring Aiken Speaker was 






tlien put And loet, ayes 103, noes 110. It will be ob- 
served that the vote for Aiken was larger than that for 
Banks. Banks IDS to 115 ; Aiken 108 to 110. Mr. 
Kelly would have had the honor of naming the Speaker 
but for the precipitancy of Mr. W. U. W. Cobb. The 
plurality rule, a device of doubtful constitutionality, was 
adopted the next day, Febmaiy 2d, and Banks was 
elected. The following was the vote: Banks 108; 
Aiken 100 ; Fuller ; Campbell 4 ; Wells 1 . If Henry 
Winter Davis and the other five Know-Nothings who 
voted for Fuller, or even three of them, had supported 
Mr. Aiketi, his election would have taken place. 
Or if only two of those Know^Nothings, and the 
two Democratic back-sliders, Hickman and Barclay, 
had voted for Aiken, the defeat of Banks, and election 
of the Democratic candidate, in this momentous na- 
tional contest would have resulted. 

^* After a prolonged struggle," says Mr. Blaine in 
his TWnfy Years qf Congress^ '^ Nathaniel P. Banks 
was chosen Speaker over William Aiken. It was a 
significant circumstance, noted at the time, that the 
sncoessfnl candidate came from Massachusetts, and the 
defeated one from South Carolina. It was a still more 
ominous fact that Banks was chosen by votes wholly 
from the free States, and that every vote from the slave 
States was given to Mr. Aiken, except that of Mr. 
Culien of Delaware, and that of Henry Winter Davis 
of Maryland, who declined to vote for either candidate. 
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It was the flnt instance in the history of the Oovern- 
ment in which a candidate for Speaker had been cho- 
cen without support from both sections. It was a 
dwtinetive victory of the free States over the consoli- 
dated power of the slave Sutes. It niarlced an 
epodL^C^ If WiHiam II. Seward and Thurlow Weed 
were here to explain this '^distinctive victory/' as Mr. 
Blaine calls it, they might, if they were in a confessing 
mood, call the thing by another name. 

It is oertain that votes were thrown away on nomi- 
nal candidates, and some cfVen were given for Mr. 
Banks which belonged rightfally to Mr. Aiken. The 
members who cast tliose votes not only failed to reflect 
the sentiments of their constitaencies, bnt in some 
cases openly defied and misrepresented the will of the 
Toters to whom they owed their seats. Why these 
men betrayed the Democratic party in the memorable 
parliamentary battle which, as Mr. Blaine says '< mark- 
ed an epoch,^ will perhaps forever remain one of the 
mysteries of the lobby of that eventfnl Thirty-fourth 
Congress. 

John Kelly, Howard Cobb and others strongly sus- 
pected that corrupt appliances were at work. 

Mr. Stephens, in a letter to his brother Linton Ste- 
phens, February 1st, 1856, said: ** Bnt for a faux pa€ 

on the part of that fool C , I think we shonld have 

made Aiken Speaker tOHlay. I had set the programme 

W Tvsn^ TeafsoT Coogrest, voL I, p..l8S. 
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for it about ten days ago. My plan was this : after the 
pinrality rule should have been adopted (whicli I had 
all along believed after a while would bo), and two bal- 
lots should have been had under it, if the Southern 
IvDow-Nothings should not indicate a purpose to go 
over to Orr to prevent Banks's election (which I did 
not much expect thciu to do), then Aiken was to be 
put in nomination on the floor, Orr to decline, and let 
the last vote be between Aiken and Banks. From my 
knowledge of the House, its present tone and temi)er, 
knowledge of Aiken and the estimation he was held 
in by several of the scattcrers, I believed he would beat 
Banks. This I communicated to a few, and a few only. 
I gave Cobb, of Georgia, my idea ; ho was struck with 
it, and communicated it to a few otlicrs. It took finely. 
I sounded some of the Western Know-Notliings, — 
Marshall and others, — and found that they could l>e 
brought into it. I said nothing of my plan, but sim- 
ply asked carelessly how Aiken would do. I found 
that he would do for them. But after his name began 
to be talked of, he got so popular in the minds of many 

that C , a fool, plugged the melon before it was 

ripe. If we had then been under the pressure of the 
plurality rule, and the choice between him and Banks, 
he would have been elected, sure as fate, in my opin- 
ion.*' (a) 
In conversations with the writer of this memoir, 

(a) Life of A. H. Stephens. JohneUm aod Browoe, p. 806. 
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«od ID letters to liiin on tbo subject, Mr. Stephens often 
qpoke of Mr. Kelly's condnct dnring this first great 
fitrogglo between tlie Democratic and Republican ))ar- 
ties in tlio House of Kcpresentati ves, as truly admirable 
and patriotic. ** Mr. Kelly/' said he, *^ never hounded 
«»n anybody against the South, but was one of the few 
Northern Democrats who then stood firmly by us, in 
defense of our Constitutional rights against the assaults 
of Bepablicans and Know-Nothtngs, who had formed 
an unholy alliance against us." The present writer 
lias sometimes read, with surprinc, attacks on Mr. Kelly 
in Soatbem newspapers of respectability and standing, , 
such as tlie Baltimore Sun and Atlanta Comtitution^ 
which only could be ascribed to insufiicient informa- 
tion on the part of the writers, or perhaps they unin- 
tentionally erred in accepting the scurrilous caricatures 
of Puekj and other Gerrymanders, for the real John 
Kelly. 

Mr. Banks appointed the standing Committees of 
the House in tlie interest of the ultra wing of the 
JRepablican party, of which William IL Seward and 
Joshua R. Giddings were the leaders. M. Seward 
was at length at tlie head of a great organization, with 
the immense power of the popular branch of Congress 
at hit back, and no other man in American politics 
ever made dkhv of his opportunities; Five years be- 
foie be had been rudely jostled from his dream of 
ambition by the death of Presidept Taylor, to whose 
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friendship for him he was indebted for his elevation to 
leadership in the Whig party in 1849. That event 
had been rendered posniblo in oonsec]uenco of the dis- 
aistrous feuds in the Democratic party of New York 
* in 1SI8. While Ilunkera and JWnbumers fought, 
the Whigs captured the Legislature of New York, by 
which a Senator in Congress was to l>o chosen. Mr. 
Seward was elected Senator. His political sagacity 
soon enabled him to grasp the situation. Deeming it 
certain that whoever might control the Administration 
patronage, whetlier Senator or not, would control the 
iwlitics of New York, he went to Washington, and 
paid assiduous court to that dashing Virginian, Wil- 
liam Ballard Preston, Secretary of tlic Navy, to whom 
President Taylor was more attached than to any other 
member of his Cabinet. As a cliarmcr Mr. Seward 
had few equals. He was addicte<l to aphorisms, and 
studied bon mots with the diligence of Sheridan. His 
affectation of philosophy was set off by good manners 
and easy address. lie Ijad been a school-master in 
Georgia, and had at his command a fund of South-ot^ 
Potomac reminiscences, saws, and anecdotes. In the 
company of William Ballard Preston he was never so 
happy as when expatiating over the types, and modes, 
and fascinations of Southern society. The Tazewells 
Randolphs, Gastons, Lowndes, Calhouns, Crawfords, 
Forsytbs, Lumpkins, and other famous Cavaliers, were 
all names familiar on Mr. Seward's lips as household 
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words. It did not take him long to win Preston, and 
that gentleman soon addressed himself to the task of 
winning orer the President to the side of Mr. Seward. 
Bat Vice-President Fillmore was Seward's bitterest 
enemy, and Tajlor^s confidence was of slower growtli 
than Preston's. Fierce sectional passions upon the sub- 
ject of shiverj were already raging between the North 
and South, and the old hero of Buena Yista desired to 
allay tliose passions, and render his Administration the 
era of pacification. Pledges were finally exacted and 
given, James Watson Webb representing Mr. Seward, 
and Secretary Preston representing the President, and 
the patronage of the Administration in New York was 
placed at Mr. Seward's disposal ; in consideration of 
which that wily diplomat entered into engagements to 
take no part in the Senate of the United States in the 
Abolition agitation, but to parsne a policy of concilia* 
tioD and compromise at Wasliington. He had been 
elected Senator to sacceed a Democrat. Daniel Web- 
ster, Ilenry Clay and John J. Crittenden, and the other 
leading Whigs in the Senate and House, were friends 
of Mr. Fillmore, and unalterably opposed to Seward^s 
recognition by Taylor, upon any terms, as leader of 
the Administration party in New York, Angry eon- 
troversies took place in Administration circles. A 
breach occurred between the President and Vice- 
President, and their social relations were broken off. 
Preston had acquired complete personal ascendeikcy 
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over Taylor, and the old soldier became a violent parti- 
san of Mr. Seward. The Senator from Now York 
was now recognized as the real leader of the Whig 
party, and wielded the Administration lash with exas- 
l>eratiiig indifference to the powerful men arrayed on 
the side of Mr. Fillmore. Alienations took place bo- 
tweeii life-long friends, and many of the great Whig 
statesmen were not even on speaking terms. The 
Whig party was rent in twain. 

Mr. Blaine has recently discussed some of the poli- 
tical events of tliis period of American history, in his 
valuable work ** Twenty Years of Congress," but in 
assigning causes for the destruction of the Whig party, 
he has strangely overlooked this portentous quarrel, 
provoked by Seward, which was the utjderlying cause, 
—the causa oausans,—or the dissolution and utter ex- 
tinction of that celebrated party. 

On the 11th of March, 1S50, Mr. Seward, unmind- 
ful of his pledges to William Ballard Preston, made a 
violent Abolition speech in the Senate. The Georgia 
echoolmaster has outwitted the Secretary of the Navy. 
Charies Francis Adams, in his memorial address at 
Albany on Mr. Seward, stated tliat he was aware of the 
" agreement," as he called it, between the Auburn 
statesman and Taylor^s Administnition, but he must 
have been ignorant of its real terms, for a descendant 
of two Presidents would scarcely have regarded the 
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'violaoon of rolantaiy pledgee as a fit topic for glowing 
«nIogj. 

And now in tliat month of March, 1550, William 
Jl. Seward was at the height of power. In all human 
probability he wonid be next President of the United 
Statef. Short-lived triumph. Tlio summer of his 
^lorjr was soon overcast witli stonuy portents. Within 
foor little months Zachary Taylor lay dead in the 
White Hoose, and Fillmore, Seward's dearest foe, was 
Pierident The downfall of the Wliig party soon fol- 
lowed, and Mr. Seward and Winficld Scott sat amid 
its ruins. It was about this time that Daniel Webster 
said to his friend Peter Harvey of Boston : " One of 
the oonvictions of my mmd, and it is very strong, it 
that the people of the United States will never entmss 
their destinies, and the administration of their govern- 
meat, to the hands of William H. Seward and bis 
as8ocwteB.*'<*> 

Bat Mr. Webster, perhaps, underestimated the char- 
acter of Mr. Seward. In 1856, upon the election of 
Nathaniel P. Banks as Speaker of the House of Rep- 
lesentatives, the distinguished New York Senator 
became titular primate of a new and more powerful 
etgaoization than the Whig party ever had been in its 
palmiest days. England is governed by Cabinet Min- 
isten with seats in Parliament ; the United States by 
standing Committees of the Senate and Honse of Bep- 



rcsentatives, by whom legislation is initiated, secretly 
formulated, and then carried through 1)oth Houses by 
aid of caucus management, and under the whip and 
spur of imiHJrious majorities. This vast enginery Mr. 
Seward now commanded tlirough S|)caker Banks in tiie 
House of Representatives. He had admimble lieuten- 
ants. Banks was a fair Speaker in his rulings, and not 
a sticker over non-essentials, but in everything that so- 
riously affected the welfare of the Republican i«rty, he 
was an aggressive and tenacious partisan. The astute 
Thuriow Weed was even a shrewder iwlitician than 
Mr. Seward himself; and Horace Grcdev, adopting the 
maxim of Daniel O'Connell-that agitation is the life of 
every cause-employed his unrivaled editorial i>en in the 
anti-elaveiy crusade, now fairiy inaugurated through- 
out the Northern States. Yet with all his great ad- 
vantages and skill as an oi^anizer, Mr. Seward could 
not have carried the Republican party to victory, had 
not some of the leaders of the Democratic i«irty, during 
the last five years of their ascendency at Washington, 
wilfully neglected their opportunities, and given to 
their more vigilant opiwncnts the vantage ground in 
the collision of forces on the floor of Congress. 

During the latter days of the Pierce administration, 
and the whole of that of Buchanan, measures of great 
national importance were defeated through the culpa- 
ble negligence of a few Southern Democrats. North- 
era Repreeentotives who stood by the South in 
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JO of its constitutional rights, bitterly compUlnwl 

«f thiB neglect on the part of those nlio were fw deeply 
iDtereGted. These Northern men, like Mr. Kelly Jin.1 
Horace F. Clark, had to l.mve a false l.nt growinj? 
public opinion at the North, on account of tlicir heroic 
derotion to what they deemed the line of dnty, espc- 
rially on the great Territorial finestionfi, over which 
the Union waa iHjing shaken to its fonndfttions. 
They had, therefore, the right to expect corresponding 
earnestness on the part of all their fellow DemocraU 
of the Sontli. To liold to Jcffersonian, strict conBtrnc- 
tion opinions was tiien iHscominp extremely nniwpular 
at the North, and involvcl 6acri6ces that threatened to 
blight their political prospecU. To maintain similar 
opinions at the Sontli was a wholly different matter. 
Everybody there believed in the State-rights doctrine, 
and pnblic men were carried smoothly on with the 
cnrrent in defending measnres of administration. 

ilr. Kelly observed some thing's which he could not 
bnt regard with pain during the Thirty-fourth and 
Tliirty-fifth Congresses, for they were pregnant wirh 
ill-omena for the coontry, and to a man of his perspi- 
cacious brain theymuflt have foreboded those disasters 
to the Democratic party which ero long overtook it. 
There was an incapacity for affairs on the part oi ft few 
Sonthcm Representatives, an<l apronenees tointemper- 
auce among finite a nnmbei- of otlierwiro excellent 
men from the same section. It was a bad symptom of 
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the distempered state of tlic Dciuocralic jmrty to find 
many of its I£cprc?cntativcsfrcqiiently,and inexcusably, 
absent from their scats when lest votes were abont to 
be taken, fmuglit willi vital interest to the South, and 
decisive of great national ])olicic«. The fault was more 
grievous, when the absentees, as was olYcn the case, 
would liave I>ecn able to change the i-ceult by Iteing 
present and voting. This was attributable in some meas- 
ure to inexperience, and want of training for public life. 
Some there were who were addicte<I to pleasure i«ir- 
ties, frequently went home to their families, and enter- 
tained fanciful ideas respecting the duties devolving on 
gentlemen in society. That they were honorable men 
who would nut ttoop to disreputable conduct, no one 
who knew tlicm can for a moment doubt. Indeed 
their integrity bore refreshing contrast to the looser 
morality so often to be encountered in a later political 
generation. The trouble simply was that these men 
were impracticablcs, and out of place in the Halls of 
Congress during the stormy days of 1855-fiO. Tliey 
talked politicii in the parlor and bar-room, and n(^- 
Icctcd tlicir duties in the House and Senate. John 
Kandolphjia bis Iludibraetic vein, scores a similar class 
that fiourished in "Virginia in 1831 ; '-"Wc hug our 
lousy cloaks around us, take another cfiaw of tvhbacker, 
float the room with nastiness, or ruin the grate and 
fire-irons, where they happen not to be rusty, and try 
conclusions upon constitutional points."<"> 

(a) Oartmod'aLifs at Jobo Itandnlph, vol. It., p. 845. 
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Bnt a etill greater ovil waa intompcranco. Tho IIolc- 
in-the-Wall, in tlio House of Rciircficiitntivcs, was tlio 
downward pntli to irretrievable niin, wlicro iiiaiij n 
noble fellow of genius and proiniso drowned liia facul- 
tioi in mm, when lus coiintiy most needed his scrvicw. 
Wliile the Democrats and Rcpnblicniis were in n 
desdlj itm^le on tlic floor of the Ilonse over ques- 
tions involving tho destinies of the Union, and tho 
Uvea and fortnncs of millions of liiiman beings, the 
tipplers were in the bar-room drinking, or on the sofas 
of the lobby dozing in their cups. A vote is wanting 
to carry an imperiled measure to victory, — tho ino- 
briato is lifted into a sitting (lostm-e, dragged to tho 
floor, and bid to vote aye, or no, provided he is Uicre to 
momblo out the word. Toooftcn ho is absent, having 
been carried off to hid lodgings in a state of drunken 
imbecility. John Qnincy Adams, in his Memoirs, 
inveighs savagely against this melancholy vice, as tho 
Itcsctting sin of an earlier day; and Alexander II. 
Stephens, in his private letters to his brother, Judgo 
Linton Stephens, ponrs ont indignant lamentalions 
over the same disgraceful spectacle at the period nn- 
der review. 

" One vote against ns," writes Mr. Stephens to his 
brother, Aagnst 23, 1S5C, on tho lose of an important 
Wn. " Seven nioro Sonthorn men abwnt than North- 
em. If our men had stayed, we should liave been 
trinrnphftDt to^y. On several votes wo lost two to 
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three Sontliem men who were too drunk to bo brought 
in."<*> Again, February 5, 1S5S, bo says: "I have 
l>ccn more provokctl at the course of Southern men on 
this Kansas question from the beginning than uiK>o 
any other subject in my ]>ublic career. I mean their 
culpable negligence.""' He informs his brother that 
thirteen Soutlieni Democrats wore absent March 11, 
ISSS, when an important vote was taken, and the 
Republicans prevailed. " Ilad the thirteen been pres- 
ent we should have Faved tlio question. How shnme- 
fully t4io South is represented I Some of the Sontbcm 
men were too dnnik to bo got into tlie House,* * Ilavo 
wo any future but miserable petty squabbles, parties, 
factions, and fragments of organizations, led on by 
eontemptiblo drnnken demagogues ?"<** 

Tlie next day ho writes again : " As usual we loet 
tlio question by tho absence of two Southern rotos. 
Luck seems to bo against us. We had all our otlier 
men there to-day except those paired. Some were so 
drunk they had to bo kept out until they were wanted 
to say ' aye,' or ' no,' as tho case might be."''" Two 
years later, after the celebrated Charleston Democratic 
National Convention had broken up in a row, and 
the Douglas wing had adjourne<l to meet in Baltimore, 
and the Brockinridgo wing in Richmond, Mr. Stcphons 
aoeiOB to hint that drunkenness hod something to do 

<<) Ufa of A, H. Staphons. Johnitoa and Browne, p. 81$. 

»y lud, p. sw. «> Ibid, p. sai. w ibid. p. bsi. 
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iridi that most fatal step the Democrats ever took. *^ I 
am sorry,** be sajs in a letter to Professor Johnston, 
^ things are as they are ; sorry as I shoald be to see 
the paroxyros of a dear friend in a fit of deli* 
rium tremens.'*<*> Mr. Kelly, who was a delegate to 
the Charieston Convention, retnmed homo mortified 
and sad. ^ The dninkenness down thcre,^' said ho to 
the author of this memoir, '< was shamcfnl. Men whoso 
minds are inflamed with whiskey are not able to govern 
themselves, much less tlie conntry. Alas I for tho |)oor 
Democratie party. The disruption means defeat, and 
unless the Douglas men and Anti-Donglas men come 
together and nominate a single ticket, the Republi- 
cans will carry the election." 

Mr. Kelly, during his two terms in Congress, wit- 
nessed the demoralising scenes to which Mr. Stephens 
refers in his letters. Kelly was often amused in spite 
of himself when he went out to tlie lobby to shako up 
some poor inebriated gentleman, and lead him to the 
floor to give an important vote. The grotesqueness 
and diffieulties of the task, and the absurd figure cut 
by the tipsy Solon, always excited his risibilities, 
although he tried to keep a straight &ce during the trip 
to and fro. His account of some of these scenes, never 
mentioned except among intimate firiends, was rich in 
eomio tondies and facial contortions. His mimicry of 
the aoenes was irresiBUble. But he, too, equally with 

Ct) Ibid, p. 865. 
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Mr. Stephens, saw what it would all lead to, and felt 
that the Democratic party was in a bad way. 

Another clement of Democratic weakness was the 
over-readiness of those called Fire-eaters to appeal to 
tho code duello, or other fonns of personal rencontre. 
This was made by an unfriendly press to l)ear tho ap- 
IKSiranco of a species of terrorism, and was to some 
extent a revival of the bullying an<l domineering so 
common among the Federalists in Congress in their 
treatment of Democrats during tho Administration of 
John Adams. Writing in 1800 of ** tho brow-beatings 
and insults," to which the Federalists subjected the 
Democrats in the days of the elder Adams, Mr. Jot- 
fcrson says : ** No person who was not a witness of the 
scenes of that gloomy period can form any idea of the 
afflicting persecutions and personal indignities we had 
to brook. They saved our conntry, however."<«) The 
inexcusable assault of Preston S. Brooks on Charles 
Sumner in the Senate Chamber, May 22, 1856, had 
had its exact counterpart on the floor of the House of 
Representatives, February 16, 1708, when Roger Oris- 
wold, a member of Congress from Connecticut, with a 
stout hickory club, made a furious assault during the 
sitting of the House upon the celebrated Matthew 
Lyon, one of tho Representatives from Yermont. ' 
Griswold was a Federalist, and Lyon a Democrat. But 
in the latter case the assault was made by Brooks, a 

(•) Jefferson's Works, vol. Is., p. (M)6. 
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HemoenHy upon Snmnery a Kepablican. The Fedenu* 
i«t9 ooDdoned tho offense of GriHWold, and by the 
decinve niajoiitj of 73 to 21 refased to expel him from 
CongrcM. Even a resolution to ecnsure him was lo9t.^*> 
Tlie Rapnblicans of 1856, political legatees of the 
Federalists of 1798, did not show the same forbearance 
in tlie case of Brooks. A resolntion of expulsions re- 
ceired ISl affirmative, and 94 negative votes in tho 
House, not enongb to expel a member under the two- 
thirds rale required by the Constitution, but more than 
enough, remembering the palliation of GMswold's 
offense, to prove that all such voWs reflect the parti- 
san prejudices rather than the impartial judgment of 
members. 

In 1856 a scuffle took place upon the floor of Con- 
gress between Mr. John Sherman of Ohio, and Mr. 
Wright of Tennessee. Mr. Sherman attempted to 
throw a handful of wafers in Mr. Wright's face, and 
the latter returned the compliment by aiming a blow 
at Sherman with his fist. The latter put his hand in 
his pistod-pocket, but before he could draw members 
rushed between the combatants, and separated them.^> 
Intense excitement prevailed during this bear-garden 
performance. 

A still more disgraceful scene occurred in the House, 
Frimary 6, 1858. Mr. Qww of Pennsylvania, and 

Ci) AbbsIs of Congresi, 1798. 
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Mr. Keitt of South Carolina became engaged in a 
regular fist %ht, M'liich spread to others until the 
flourishing conflict IxMisted not less than thirty active 
jNirticipants. The fight took ])Iace directly in front of 
tho Clerk's desk. In the midst of tho melee Mr. 
liarksdalo, who afterwards fell in tho battle of Gettys- 
burgh, rushed at Mr. Covodo of Pennsylvania, who 
had lifted np a heavy spittoon and was about to hurl 
it at the head of the Mississipplan, but at that instant 
some one seized Barksdalo by tho head, and off came 
his wig, leaving his shining pate glittering in tlie gas 
light, perfectly bald. At tliis ludicrous vision the en- 
raged combatants and all tho spectators were moved to 
laughter, and finally Mr. Speaker was able, by aid of 
the Sergeant-at-Arms, who bore his mace on high and 
led his posse tlirough tho throng, to rocall the House, 
if not to order, at least from pandemonium. 

^^Last night,'' says Mr. Stephens, in a letter, 
February 6, 1858, *^ we had a battle royal in the House. 
Thirty men at least were engaged in the fisticufil . 
Fortunately, no weapons were used. It was the first 
sectional fight ever had on tho fioor, I think ; and if 
any weapons had been on hand it would probably have 
been a bloody one. All things here are tending to 
bring my mind to the conclusion that the Union can-' 
not, or will not last long.''^*) 

Mr. Kelly in the midst of these belligerent and dis- 

(•) Life of A. H. Stephens. Johnston ft Browne, p. 810. 
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gnceiul •oenet kept cool and calm. OocCi however, 
Xr.Hiimphrqr Manhallytho Kentucky Enow-Nothing, 
proToked him into momentary indignation by an in- 
sulting allusion to Mr. Kelly's religion, and by charg- 
ing Catboiica with abject servitude in all civil and re* 
ligioos matters to the will of a foreign prince, the Poi)e 
of Rome. Kelly rose and corrected Marshall without 
discoartesy or bad feeling, but the huge form of the 
Kentnckian dilated with rage, and he repeated the 
offensive charge in still stronger language. Then 
Kelly rose witli fire in his eye, and hurled back the 
charge in such manner as to satisfy the whole House, 
and Marshall in particular, that the barbaric passion 
for war, however held in subjection at other times, 
now glowed in the bosom of the New York member 
with irresistible fierceness. The two gentleman sat 
near each other, and the scene as described to the au- 
thor of this memoir by a member who occupied an 
intervening seat, Judge Augustus K. Wright of Greor- 
gia, must have produced intense excitement through- 
out the House. Judge Wright, a distinguished 
Southern lawyer, said that after the colloquy between 
Mr. Kelly and Mr. Marshall, whicli is imperfectly re- 
ported in the Globe, and after Mr Marshall had cour 
eluded hia speech, the latter walked over to Mr. Kelly's 
seat, and demanded to know what he meant by declare 
ing the statement he had made was false. Marshall 
was known to be a believer in the code duello, and 
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was a man of immense sire. Mr. Kelly kept his eyes 
fixed on Mr. Marshall as he approached, and Mr. 
Wright said that his physiognomy would have been a 
study for Lavator. It was rigid and intent, but the 
eyes kindled with i^eculiar light, and he gave Marshall 
such a glance that he, Wright, never could forget it as 
long as he lived, and he supix)sed Marshall never would 
cither. To the question Kelly replied: "I meant 
exactly wliat I said ; your statement was not true. Sir." 
Mr. Kelly was on his feet facing Mr. Marshall, and 
Judge Wright anticipated an immediate collision be- 
tween them. It was avoided, however, and Marshall, 
with returning good humor, made some allusion to the 
plain modes of speech in vogue among New York 
members, and went back to his place.— The colloquy 
as published in the Globe, toned down considerably in 
asperity, is as follows : 

Mr. Marshall. "I feel quite sure there should 
have been a distinction drawn between the Papist 
and the Catholic. I understand that a portion of 
the Catholics hold the doctrine that the Pope,— 
whether it springs from his spiritual power or his 
temporal power, or both combined, is in the hist 
resort the ultimate judge, not only of moral right, 
but under the moral law, of political right; and, 
therefore, possesses the power in some way, to absolve 
the citizen from obedience to the hw of the land 
or country to which he belongs, of which his HoU- 
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may diwpprove as «n Infmction of the Divine 



^ 3rr.KellT. " I desire to wk the gentleman » qoes. 




n. 

3rr. ManhaJJ. "TIio gentleman can take an honr 
reply to my speocli." 

3Ir. Kelly. " The gentleman awerU what is not a 
St, and I desire "— 

3rr. MaiBlmll. '« I have fonnd a great contrariety 
opinions among Catholics upon this particular 
ndi of my sabject, and I do not e.x|>cct that my 

end from New York and I shall agree npon what 

3 the facts in regard to it." 
3rr. Keny. •« I deny that they hold any such doo- 

TIC, and the gentleman states what is not tme." 
3rr. ITarshan. « Well, I mnst say that the gentle- 
■n pats his remarks in a very blnnt form." 
3rr. Kelly. ««I say that the statement is not 



Mr. Marshal. "Why snrely one branch of the 
^^^nrch holds that doctrine." 

Mr. Kelly. « I say there is no branch in this conn- 
*»y that holds that doctrine ; and the genUeman has 
^ercr seen one that advocates that doctrine."<«) 

Mr. Mkrsfaall reiterated the statement, and Mr. 
Kelly in stOI mora poritive language denoanoed it as 

r tm**'^^''''**' ^***^ !*"«•»•» SwrioD, 85th Cwgnm. 
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untrue, and challenged the Kentuckian to produce any 
evidence to snetain his allegation. The aoene was be- 
coming very ani mated, and as the two herculean Repre- 
sentatives glared at each other with angry mien and 
menacing front, Mr. Wright was reminded, as he after* 
wards said, of Milton's picture : — 

" Suck a frown 
Each cast at tho other, at when two black clouds 
With lieaven's artlller/ fraught, come rattling on 
Over tho Caspian, then stand front to front 
Horering a space, till winds the signal blow 
To Join their dark encounter in mid-air 
8o frowned the might/ combatants.*' 

But this dispute with Marsliall was a very except* 
ional thing to happen to Mr. Kelly. He was a uni« 
versal favorite in botli Houses of Congress, and his 
popularity continued to grow the longer he remained 
at the Federal Capital. Some rare men there are in 
this world in whom there is such unity of cliaracter, 
whose talents however high arc equalled by the quali- 
ties of their hearts ; whose virtues however great are 
equalled by the warmth of their affections and tlie 
sweetness of their temper ; they carry a passport to 
tho common heart written, as it were, u|)on their fronts 
by the finger of God. '^The world is a looking* 
glass," says Thackeray in Vanity Fair, " and gives 
back to every man the reflection of his own face. 
Frown at it, and it will in turn look sourly upon you ; 
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Imugh at it Mid with it, and it is a jolly kind com- 
Pinion.'' Sir Thomas More was one of those rare 
^IiAractere who won the general heart by the sunshine 
^limt played abont him, lie met Erasmus at a dinner 
*^ble in London without an introduction, but Erasmus 
^iiew bim at once- ** Aut Moms ant Nullus/' said he. 
A.ot Erasmus aut Diabolus," was the waggish reply. 
'»^ America occasionally some noble spirit appears who 
*»k3s his way to all hoarU without an effort. Sudi a 
""^^^n was Nathaniel Macon of North Carolina, simple, 
Plmin, unostentatious, the political idol of John 
^^ndolph, *<the last of tlie Romans " as Jefferson 
^led him; " a speaker," says Benton, " of no pretcn- 
•*oii and great performance, who spoke more good 
•^*i«e while he was getting up out of his chair and 
Kiting back into it, than many others did in long 
^S%courBC8.'*« Mr. Stephens frequently said to the 
I^^>e8ent writer that John Kelly reminded him more 
^^^ Nathaniel Macon than did any other man in public 
^*e. Kelly's rugged sense of right, his blunt honesty, 
^^gadoosness, modesty, and good humor, conspired to 
^^Uke friends for him on all sides of the House. If 
^« was asked to do a favor for any one, he generally 
^ more than was asked, and never said anything 
tboat it afterwards. Kindness and service to mankind 
were virtaes of which he was the cheerful exemplar. 
Stephens and Kelly were strikingly alike in this 

W Thirty Tesrs* Vlaw, ▼ol. t p. 117. 
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respect, both seemed never to tiro in well-doing and 
deeds of l)cnevolcnce. The number of poor boys who 
have owed their education and success in life to these 
two men has been very large. There are hundreds of 
happy homes in this country to-day where iioverty 
has been turned into comfort, and pinching want into 
comparative prosperity, by Alexander II. Stephens 
and John Kelly. The two gentlemen were deeply 
attadied friends, and each regarded the other as the 
type of an honest sUtesman. Twenty years after the 
close of their Congressional relations, Mr. Stephens, 
in a letter to the present writer, desired to be remem* 
l)ered to Mr. Kelly in the kindest manner. The fol- 
lowing is the letter, personal matters of no interest to 
the general reader being omitted : 

LiDBRTT Hall, 
Crawfordsville, Georgia, 
28th October, 1878. 
Mt Db4R Sib : 

Toar letter was dal/ received. Two days after* 

wards the parcel came.* * * 

I am now just about leaving home for an absence of Mrenl 
days. 1 want 70a to read Johnston and Browne's recent book. I 
have ordered several copies, bat none has yet reached here, or 
I would send you one. Give John Kelly my kindest regards when 
you see him. I regard him as one of the ablest and truest men in 
this country.* •• 

With best wishes to you and all yours, I remain, 

Very truly, 

Albxakdbb H. STBPHBirs. 






UFE OF JOIIlf KELLY. 

^r. Ken/, esteem for Mr. Stephen, while hying, 

'^ hu respect for the great Commoner'e memonr 

» d«d,.re.hown bj. the sobjoined extrect from 

^ article wh,cl. appeared in the New York Utica 

vn»6errer, Xovember 22, 1884 : 

- William M. Evarts. RepnbHcan, and John Kellv, 
IHrniocret, have each contributed fifty dollars to the 
Alexander H. Stephens Alomorial Fund. John Kellv 
inote as follows to the Committee : ' I had the honor 
of sitbiy m Congress with this gentleman thirty yeani 
-go, Md always entertained for him the highest ro- 
ff«rd. He was a noble example of a statesman; in 
fcct, I never met a man who w«, so pm, in his inten- 
t^ in pabUe life.' Commenting upon this dreum- 
»^ Ae Atlanta (hnHitution says: 'It is a good 

■«« of the proper feeKng between the South and North 
to see Meh men «i W.M. Evarts «,d John Kelly join- 

»»m doing hooorto the memoiyof the ex.Vice.Pres. 
*«nt of the Confederacy.' " 
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CHAPTER VII. 

HIL KELLT IN VARIOUS DEBATES — ^FAMINE IN THE CAPS 
DE VERDE ISLANDS— "IRISH WAITERS"— MATHAED's 
SNEER AND KELLY's REBUKE — KNOW-NOTHING RIOT 
IN WASHINGTON — KELLY WITNESSES THE SCENE — 
HIS GREAT HOMESTEAD SPEECH — OTHER SPEECHES 
BY HIM — WASHINGTON SOCIETY IN THE OLDXN DAY. 

As a comprehensive portrayal, rather than biogra- 
phy in detail, is the design of this volnmc, a general 
survey of Mr. Kelly's Congressional cjirccr is all that 
can bo attempted in these pages, with concise mention 
of some of its leading events and incidents. Ilis 
speeches alone wonld fill a book of eqii<il size to this. 

In the conrse of a debate in the Committee of the 
whole on the State of the Union, May 26, 1856, Mr. 
Kelly delivered a strong speech upon New York poli- 
tics, in which he gave an interesting review of the 
divisions that had prevailed in the Democratic party 
of that State. Tracing back those divisions to 1848, 
he gave a lacid insight into the history of the Hunkers 
and Bamburnersi and of the later factions known'as 
Hard Shells and Soft Shells. He evinced thorough 
acquaintance with the complexional differences between 
those factions, and with the political history of the 
Empire State, a knowledge which was to prove so use- 
ful to him in after years. He charged that many of 
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IDutb were Know-Nothings, but attributed patri* 

motiTes to other members of that wing of the party. 

^^ might have made the same charge of Know-Nothing- 

^^^^1 wiA equal justice against many of the Softs. 

^^^iMeqnent history probably has led Mr. Kelly to 

lify some of the opinions he expressed in that 

There were good National Democrats in both 

'^lugs of the party, the disturbing question of slavery 

^^ng the chief cause of dissension. The anti-slavery 

Agitation at the North, and consequent dissemination 

it the South of the old New England doctrine of seces- 

don, were the two growing ideas, the monomania of 

that age of American history. The Republican party * 

was more largely recruited from the ranks of the Soft 

Shdb than from those of the Uard Shells, and the 

reaolutioof and speeches in the Syracuse Soft Conven* 

tkm of 18S6, of which Mr. Kelly was a member, and 

which were discnssed at large in a former chapter, 

deariy indicated that such would be the case. 

As sound a Democrat as President Pierce was, 
he made the mistake of placing the chief control of 
his Administration in the bands of those Democrats, 
both at the North and South, who had opposed the 
eompromtse of 1850, such as Jchn A. Dix and John 
Yaa Buren on the one hand, and Jefferson Davis on 
the other. 

^Noiwithftandhig,'' said Mr. Kelly, ** the outcry 
raiaed by our enemies, who desire to destroy the infln* 
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. K.W York let me assure you, Mr. Chairman, 
ence of ^^^^^'^^ ^^ ^^^,^ among the Demo- 
that there now exists no ^^^^.^^^ ^ 

eratic "-sses thcre^ They j Pl^^^^ ^^ ^^ 

» common interest, xn ,^„piid»edin 

Barnburner eections of «»« P^^y^T "^^ J oonend 
18.9, the year after the ^^l^^^^^^^ «nee, in 
C^ «»d it has 80- - ^2^77 RennbUcani^a 

spite of the transient f "°*'''^"',^ „t^er of which 
LKnow.NothinB,^.f-oneo^th^^^^ 

^^^'^'Tm'lCV.L -IsTn New York 
temporary d«»'^.°"J"?, «ner.l rule. If the 
forming no exception to ^'8^ ^ ^er 
Democrat, of Lonisianv^ '^^^^,,„ ^posed 
Sonthom States, have been P«**^.''''!j,J^ 

S:only one of these ^^f^^^::^^J:^.e 

it any special evidence of impotency, «» 

L"o yi^ once or twice befo« the combined fo«e. 

•^rlTthe year 1856 the crops in Eorope and other 
During the ye« lo oneeasonable 

.cmt, of fco« °™« " uMiMM in maj phoe. 
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€Q the ISUi of March, 1856, wrote an earnest appeal 
for aaeeor to Ardibisliop Iluglict, of New York. 
^ HaTing exhausted all our own means,^' said he, " it 
onlj remains for us to appeal to the charity of the 
public. If these people are not promptly succored 
more than twenty tiiousand persons will perish, vio- 
tima of fiunine.'' A movement was organized in New 
Yoiric to send food to the famine-stricken islanders, 
and a resolution was introduced in Congress by Mr. 
Wheeler, of New York, in which the President was 
requested to instruct the Secretary o* the Navy to 
detail twenty-five seamen to man the vessel in which 
the CKtgo of food was to be shipped to the sufferers. 
Archbishop Hughes had confided Bishop Patricio's 
appeal to Mr. Kelly, and requested him to lay it be- 
fore Congress, and use his best offices with his fellow* 
members to secure favorable action u|>on it On the 
19th ot May, Mr. Kelly asked and obtained the unan* 
imoQs eonsent of the House, after the introduction of 
Mr. Wheeler's resdution, to havo the letter to Arch- 
bishop Huj^es read. The picture which the Bishop of 
the Cape de Verde Islands had drawn of the dreadful 
■ eo uf g e deeply impressed members. In the course 
of the debate some objections were made to the pas- 
mgb of the resolutioo, to which Mr. Kelly replied as 
foDows: 

''This resolutioii, Mr. Speaker, merely proposes to 
reliev* the poor people in those islands, who are now 






in that city, and ajtreea to io«" 

. • <x/tl.e uso of these destitute ixwple of the 

Tisions for the use oi wic~ ^ 

J Vo«l«i who are now living on the oarit w 

'r he ^^'^^-na.H„U anything else Uiey 

^i^:,io save themselves from utter sUrvaUo. 

?^c^fore, I trust that there will be no objection from 
Therctore, i iru resolution pre- 

anv eentleman in this House to uw jr 

2^^„ «, collet- I' ■-'«'' "'" *^' * T.^ 

;^Z .0 «v. U.™ from impe»^'"« ^^^ 
fti. not m«h ttat i. -ked, .»d -e <."«h«. I tbu*. 

"urMr w«. «^n nomta.»d for C<»g«. l- 
,^'^IZ raon on Kov»b« «>. of *« 

L Fonrth Coogro-k.. J Di-rict of Now YoA, John 
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Krfly rmi?ed 8,819, L. W. Ryckman, 1,497 ; W. F. 
GoaM, 1,786, and 48 were ficattering. Kelly's majority 
orer all was 5,089. 

Doring Mr. Kelly's second term in Congress a sav- 
age riot ooehrred in Washington at the District elec- 
tion in June, 1857. For some time the city was at 
the mercy of a gang of professional desperadoes, com- 
posed of Washington Know-Nothings, and Ping 
Ugliea <rf the same party from Baltimore, the latter 
bdng the pets and followers of the malignant Henry 
Winter Davis. The Mayor was powerless to preserve 
the peace with the insuflScient police force at his com- 
mand, and President Buchanan, on tlie Mayor's requi- 
sition, called out the Marines at the Navy Fard under 
Major Tyler to disperse the rioters. The military pro- 
ceeded to the Northern Liberties, where they were 
Attacked by the mob, and several innocent citizens 
were killed. Major Tyler was finally compelled to re- 
turn the fire of the infuriated mob, and for some time 
that portion of the city was the scene of a fierce battle. 
It was not until the fire of the soldiers was directed 
in a few cases witii fatal effect that the miscreants 
were driven off and dispersed. 

After the disturbance, the Mayor of the city and 
the Chief of the Washington police, feeling themselves 
imable to cope with tiie lawless bands in their midst, 
appealed to Congress for relief. A bill to establish 
an AnxOiary Ooard for the protection of public and 
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private property in Uie city of Washington was ac- 
cordingly introduced in the Senate, and after an ex- 
tended debate the excellent measure passed that body, 
and was sent to the House of Representatives for ac- 
tion tiicre. The remedies applied in the city of Bal- 
tinioro, wher^ still more atrocious scenes of bloodshed 
annually had occ.irrcd under Mayor Swan's Know- 
Nothing administration, wiUi Ucnry Winter Davis 
firing tiic hearto of his Plug Uglies to a war of extcr- 
mination against foreigners, presented an example to 
Washington of the eflEective way of redeeming the lat- 
ter city from the scoundrels who infested it. The Leg- 
islature of Maryland took the control of the i^lico 
force of Baltimore from tiie Mayor, and lodged it in 
the hands of an independent officer known as Marshal 
of Police. In the bill creating the office the cele- 
brated George P. Kane was designated as Marshal, 
and no bettor man overlived for a position of that kind. 
Col. Kane was a gcnUeman by instinct and education ; 
the purity of his character was universally recognized, 
and tiie intrepidity of his nature was perfectiy under- 
stood by the law-breakers of Baltimore. A man of 
gigantic stature, he possessed wonderful symmetry and 
comeliness of person, enormous physical strength, and 
a courage that would have carried him to the stake to 
bo fiayed alive in vindication of an idea or principle 
he believed to be right This man did more to re- 
deem Baltimore frem the assassins and ruffians who 
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had eontndled it tlian all other men and agencies com- 
bined. Under Marshal Kane's magnificent adminis- 
tration the Monumental Citjr became one of the most 
peaceablei as it long had. been one of the most beanti- 
f nl of American cities. In after years the people re- 
warded this destroyer of Enow-Nothingism in their 
midst, first with the office of High Sheriff, and next 
with that of Mayor of Baltimore. 

The bill to establish an Auxiliary Guard in 
Washington, whose features resembled those of the 
Maryland Act creating a Marshal of Police in the 
city of Baltimore, received Mr. Kelly's decided ap- 
proval and support when it reached the House. In 
the course of the debate on this bill, April 15« 1858, 
Mr. Kelly said : 

^ The proposition before the Oommitteo is that the 
police laws of this oity are of such a character that 
the dtixens of Washington have to ask Congress to 
alter them in order to protect them from the mur- 
derer and assassin. Tlie bill proposes to give to the 
President of the United States the power to appoint 
the Chief of Police, and that that Chief of Police, with 
the consent of the Secretary of the Interior, shall have 
the power to appoint his subordinate officers. The 
people here are willing to throw up their charter, 
given to them by Congress, for the reason, as they say, 
that thegr aro not able to protect themselves against 
the criminals that infest the city. The amendment 
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««»«n««l bv the gentleman irom x'.o^ .- x 
SlroSding f?r the ^.lection of Commi«.oneni 
^ ^ple if, in my opinion, obj-tionab^- J- 
.Led VAmericana will, of eonrse, appomt Am«n- 
I or KnowNothings to offiee, and vice ver^l>^- 
Tau will do the .«ne tlung. Tl.e on y way ^ ««- 

this city an efficient police i» ^^r^'!^.^^ ^^Z, 
™.rtecl by the gentleman from Virgmia (Mr. (^ooue;, 

^ iTSor in the bands of the President of 

pkcing the power in «.« 

the United States to appomt the Chief ot r 
Mr. Chairman, in the various arguments that have 
V^„ ™ade on this bill, all kinds ot ^^y^^"^ 
brought to bear in favor of gentleinen's d»«^~°*^J 
„dic^. The gentleman from Tenness^(M- ^^ 
nard), in discussing this bill yesterday, ^^^"^'^'^ 
r^nition which took pUce during a former C^- 
Lss (•> He spoke of men who earn their living by 
SHweat of Uidr brow as a ' parcel of Irish waiters.' 
Sow^, I do not think that that expr^sion w«i 
^S^Z:, These men, whether Irish or Ge.««. or 
Monging to any other country, have the same nghU 
. lildef the constitution a. American-bom cti^n. J^ 

^ned to Cong«« tUl the end '^^^^'^'^uZSm u, 
hi. lUccOeaion </ Men and mm«t^ f 'S?^ 
be retpected by hi. feUow-membei.. p. !•*. 
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tfc^u*! ^"^^ ^^^ t>'«e men were w«te«. 
^K not thdr independent right. .„d privilcgeni. 
^^ « tin, Kepi«entiU.>e. of the people on thi. 

*i^*i-i ^ ^ *f "^^ ^''™ Tennessee, .nd other 
^^be« of thi. HooM. that the humble Irishman 
^^i hi. right, imder the Conrtitntlon, natu«li«xi a. 
^ h Jy yoof law.. .qaaUj with the native-born, and 
^^Who commito «»me act in derogation of the tme 
•-^UKaple. of manhood, it does not become any gentle^ 
•tigmatise him or speak of him in sach a con- 
iptaoo. atjU. 

8«otleman fiom Ohio (Mr. Stanton), in 
on thi. Bill, attribute, the defeat in 1844 of 
gwrt «id honored statesman, Mr. Clay, who has 
•toce gone to hi. grave, to the Empire Club in 
cify of New York, and to the manner in which 
etactioD wa. codducted in that city. Let mo tell 
gentleman that I was convereant with all those 
U. V *"t^r **' '^ t«««»tio„s which took place 

^ ^J '" '"**• ^'•'"' ^" »»«*'•«•• Cl«b there 
thrt time, and it wa. . very objectionable one, be- 

« -n the pugilirt., all the %hte«, and all the «,w. 

^^ eonld find, were brought t<«ether by pay, by 

•**ta«o«. of whatever nature, and were formed into 

•O-b in oppodtten to the Empire dub at that time. 

^, I .A th. g«,tleo«. if he know, who was pre., 
iw of that dab t** *^ 
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Hr, Stanton : '' I know notliing in regard to that 
Club. Who was the man ?" 

Mr. Kelly : " Bill Poole. I am sorry to say ho got 
into a personal difficulty in New York and was killed. 
Let me say to the gentleman that when both of those 
Clubs were organized at that particular time, though 
there were violent men in both, neither one of these 
Clubs used violence against citizens in going to the 
polls to exercise the right of suffrage. That cannot 
be said in this city, for I am reminded of the transac- 
tions which took place at the election hero last June.'' 

^* The gentleman from Mississippi, (Mr. Quitman,) 
said, in his speech, that there was no violence in this 
city ; that he had travelled around on frequent occa- 
sions, in order to see if some one of the rowdies here 
would not attack him. Now I know that the gentle- 
man has displayed courage upon the battle-field, and 
rendered essential service to his country. No man 
doubts his integrity, his honesty and his bravery ; but 
had he been here last June, he would have met in the 
streets of this city that which no man desires to meet. 
I saw a body of young men from eighteen to twenty 
years of age, driving men of thirty and forty years of 
age before them like sheep from the field, and firing 
their pistols among them indiscriminately. Yet there 
did not appear to be, so far as I could see, courage 
enough in the citizens of this city to resent the out* 
rage which Was perpetrated upon them at that time. 
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Grime^ Mr. Cliairmaiii in all cities, whether it be 
or in New York, or elaewhcre, unless checked 
the physical power of mani will continually uiani- 
itsclf- Some gentlemen here have argued that 
cannot dieck it by physical force; that moral 
most be resorted to. That is all humbug, for 
-oil a dieck amounts to nothing at all. Violence of 
description will be committed, unless you liave 
of&cers to prevent it Then you ought in the 
case to organize a ix>lice force to meet this ex- 
iCyi and to arrest the individuals who are in the 
it of committing crimes in your city. Now this 
^ill organijECS an efficient iH>lico, under the jurisdio* 
^^>ii of officers of this Government who have tiie full 
^^Hitrol of it,— a force which will bo the means of pro- 
ng individuals who come here to transact business, 
^Well as yoorselves, for many of you admit that it is 
^^Qgeroos to leave your rooms at night, — that you are 
afraid of encountering these marauders who infest the 
^^ty. The main objection on the other side of the 
^loQse is that the Chief of Police, who may be ap- 
'^^ted by the President, wiU be partial in his appoint- ' 
^^^ts, selecting only partisans, or those who favor his ' 
iHditieal principles, jnst as it is supposed the President 
«Uiiisdf will appoint a man who is of his politics. 
Thst argument, in my opinion, cannot hold good. I 
do not think sndi a course will be carried out, and I 
if I had anything to do with it, I would not be 
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-rri«l at nil I wonld select men for their character 
jarttalatau. i " „i.v6icallYal)letodo 

•lone. If I saw they were efhc.cnt, phyeicaiiy a 
t Lea of polieemen. and of good .noral charact r. 
?:.ol appo^t them «i>on snch grounds alone, ^h. 
J f« «r.r.tic8 Bnt, gentlemen on tlie other 

««. .t Jl. Tl,i. city i. under ftc j™n«hrt»n «f *« 

^^ , « * TliB President and the Con- 

Pederal Government. The 1 rcsmen 

cress of the United Suites aro here ; M.n.«ters from 
Cgn Governments arc here; and the conrt^ 
heX nnder the jurisdiction of the Federal 
Government. The only difference ^^-^\'^ 
appointment of a Chief of Police hy the Presid nt 
anVby Uio Mayor is this: in the former c^ the 
Chief of Police is respnsiblo to the Federa Govern. 
„»cnt, and if he does not carry out the law^ «» 
easily be reached; while on the other hand if the 
Mayor does not appoint satisfactorily, the people can- 
not reach his appointee, in the same manner. O 

The Republicans and Knovr-Nothings were strong 
enough, with the aid of a few Democrats, who had 
fineTpnn comtitational objections to it, to prevent 
the passage of this excellent bill by the Honse^ 
Mr. Kelly's argument was not successfully answered 
by any of the opponento of the measure. 
W Ooi«. Globe, p. 9, 1st 8«« , 85th Cong., p. 1«1»- 
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-Aa interMting debate took place In the Hoose^ 
•7 8, 1868, in relation to the Borean of Statistic! 
the State Department, in wliich Mr. Kelly took a 
prominent part. Tliis Bureaa was establislicd by 
^^ongresi npon the recommendation of Mr. Marcy 
goring the last Administration. Tlie ni^nt necessity 
w such a Borean was originally pointed out by Mr. 
^«b8ter in 1848, when he was at the head of the 
Peptrtment. Several volnmcs npon the Commercial 
««Utiona of the United States witli all other conn- 
^es were issued during 1856 and 1857, prepared 
^tendMy by Edmund Flagg, Superintendent of the 
^ *reaii, bat in reality Flagg had very little to do with 
^ wofk. Hugh C. McLinghlin of Viiginia, Mr. 
>gg*a assistont, and who was soon after appointed 
^ successor as Superintendent, was the real compiler, 
^«Ml«tor and edito> of the valuable materials con. 
^ned in tliose volumes. Bnt Flagg was Superin- 
^*ndent, and he not only contrived to get his name 
^nted on the title page as such, but to monopolise 
^*e whole credit to himself for the work. The toI- 
^mes were received with remarkable favor by the 
««ding commercial anthoriUes in this country and 
■Europe. Hunt's MerchanU Magazine spoke highly 
«f them. In a notice of the fourth volume, the 
Xoodon AthensBum of February 20, 1858, said : " The 
bifffaeat pniae is due to the House of Bepresentative. 
far pabliddng this oomprehensive and nallv «.»t«...i 
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report, whicli brings into one view the commercial 
Btatos of the United Stntcs with tlio entire world.'^c*) 
The celebrated M. Iloulier, then Minister of Agrieul- 
tnre and Commerce in France, who subsequently 
figured so conpicuously under the Empire of Napoleon 
the Third, expressed nnqualiiied praise of this work 
of the State Department at Washington. To a friend 
who sent him one of the vohimes, IL Kouher wrote : 
'^This document is executed under the direction of 
the Secretary of State, by Mr. Edmund Fhigg, an 
ofScer of the State Department. Tlie Minister of 
France at Wasiiington had already communicated to 
tlie Imperial Government the remarkable Report of 
Mr. Flagg to Mr. Marcy. It contains abundant and 
useful information ; and I am happy to recognize in it 
marked improvement over works of the same char^ 
acter previously published by the American Govern- 
ment. A further improvement will be accomplished 
when, in accordance with the wish of Mr. Flagg, 
C!ongress shall prescribe a continuous, periodical and 
practically useful publication, like that which my 
Department has constantly issued for many years.*' (M 
If M. Bonher was in the habit of following the 
proceedings of the American Congress, his surprise 
must have been great to find this same Mr. Fkigg, . 
who but a few months before had expressed so earnest 

(«) Cong. Globe, p. 8, Ist Sees. 9Ml Cong., p. 1010. 
0)CQng. GlolWp p.), lei Sees. 8(lth Cong., p. 1910. 
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\t% for the oontinnod and regular pablicatioo of 
"*^ Commercial Relations by the State Department, 
hauitiDg tlie lobbies of Congress, and snppljring 
ai|pmionts to the op]K)sition or Sepnblican 
i^gainst the further publication of the work, 
^^d im fairor of the abolition of the Bureau itself. 
^^Uat whidi be proclaimed a work of national import- 
^^^100 yesterdaji lie declared to be a useless encum* 
^^nmce to^iay. Flagg^s sudden change of mind was 
^asilj explained. Certain irregularities in his accounts 
^lad been discovered^ and Secretary Cass had com- 
^lelled him to send in his resignation. Jline illae 
^aektymcB, Tlie opposition members were always 
xtettdj to attack the Administration, and Mr. Flagg 
jplied them with frivolous arguments against the Bureau 
Xrom which be liad been disdiarged. Mr. Nidiols of 
Ohio^ and Mr. Washbume of Illinois, two Republican 
OoDgrcssmen, perhaps unaware tliat Flagg was a man 
*^th a grievance, osjioused hia cause, and while the 
Appropriation Bill for the legislative, executive and 
judicial brandies of the Government was under con* 
^deration, May S, 1858, thej declared that it would 
lie a waste of money to make anj appropriation for 
^the Borean of Statistics in the State Department, and 
'Mr. Kichola made this a pretext to denounce the ex« 
travi^ganoe of the Administration. After he had made 
hie atlaeki and elidted no replj, Mr. Nichols was em* 
tol d e ned to go fcrther, and indiscreetly bqgan tocrosa- 
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oBcrtion tl.o nicnbcr. of tho ConunUtoo of Ways and 
Moans, of which Mr. Kelly wu« one, and hy which 
tho Appropriation Bill had l«en brought in, and to 
extol Flagjr as a disinterested imtriot, who had re- 
signed his office, iKJcanse he could not conscientiously 
draw a saUry for work that was wholly useless. Tins 
was a fatal lino of attack for Nichols to pursue, as he 
Boon discovered to his cost. Senator Clay of Alabama, 
dmirman of the C!omn.itteo on Commerce in the Sen- 
ate, had investigated Flagg's case in the State Do- 
partment, and Mr. Kelly afterwards had lM3Come «5- 
quaintcd with the doings of the latter individual, 
diallenged to defend the appropriation, Mr. J. Glancy 
Jones, Chairman of the Committee of Ways wd 
Means, and Mr. Kelly, a member of the same Com- 
mittee, completely turned the Ublcs upon Mr. Nich. 
olsand Mr.W«sl.b«me; and after Kelly's crushing 
rejoinder, Mr. Nichols, the would-be<hampion of 
FlaxK, dropped him as he would have run away from 
the^ntagion, and made a meet ludicrous retreat from 
the Add of his own selection. 

To quote Mr. J. Glancy Jone^ in his able defense 
of this item of the Appropriation Bill brought In by 
his Committee, would occupy too much space hero; 
but the spicy debate between Messrs. Nichols, Kelly, 
aad Washbume cannot be entirely omitted in a mem. 
oir of Mr. Kelly's life. 
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ITr. Nicix>]8 : ^ I cannot take my seat without paj- 
>^ a joft tribute to the late Mr. Marcy, and Mr. 
'*R?9 who bad cbai7i;e of the preparation of the 
^i^Ioroe known as tbe * Commercial Relations.* I 
'^nld enquire of tbe |];cntleman (Mr. J. Olancj Jones) 
betber tbe former Superintendent did not resif^ bit 
^^'Bce imder tbe express declaration that a dischar^ 
tbe duties of tbe office was no longer necessary ; 
^^mI wbetber after tliat, and daring this year, a snc- 
was appointed f 
Mr. J. Glancy Jones: "I do not know what in- 
^nced tbe gentleman alluded to to resign the office." 

Mr. Kelly : ** I have made some enquiry on Uiis 
^nbjecti and from the best information I could get, 
i learned that Mr. Flagg was compelled to resign be- 
cause there were cliarges made against him, to tbe 
effect that be bad employed women ostensibly at four 
^olbirs A day, and only paid them at two dolkirs a day. 
^vqairing their receipU for four dolUrs a day. This 
^act was ascertatnod by tbe genUeroan who represents 
*Che Committee on Commerce of tbe Senate. When 
lie fomd that such was the case, he went to the State 
Department and said, that if Mr. Ilagg was not turned 
<mt of that office, be would expose the matter to the 
coantry. This was tbe reason that Mr. Flagg was 
compelled to resign. So far as tbe Bureau itself is 
concerned, ereiy gentleman knows that there is no 
Bnrean in the Government tluit baa been so effective 






in giving the country valuable statistical information. 
But Mr. Fhigg being coiniH^llcd to resign, now comes 
to Congress, and makes the effort to abolish a Bureau 
which has l)cen of so much benefit to the country.'* 

Mr. Nichols : " I beg leave to say that so far as my 
action hero is concerned, Mr. Flagg has nothing to do 
with it whatever. lie has been connected %vith that 
Bureau, but I have spoken to him hardly half a doxen 
times." 

Mr. Nichols, but a few minutes before, liad been 
extolling Flagg, and coupled his name with that of 
Secretary Marcy in what he called a '^ just tribute." 
Now he wriggles out of the debate in the following 
anmsing style : 

Mr. Nichols : ** I desire to conclude what I have to 
say. I wish the gentleman from New York to under* 
stand that, in reference to anything he may say about 
troubles in the Democratic camp which may have led 
to tlie removal of any of its children, I desire to enter 
into no discussion. . I have nothing to do with it, 
then, or the difficulties of this happy family." 

Mr. Eelly: "I think the gentleman from Ohio is 
entirely in error. The duty of the statisticians in the 
State Department is to collate and compile all the 
reports made by consuls at foreign ports upon com- 
mercial matters, and everything which pertains to the 
welfare and benefit of this Gt>vemment. It is done 
not only for the benefit of commercial men, but for 
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Mr. Maynard : '^ I should like to know who is tlio 
present head of the Bureau T' 

Mr. Niciiols: ** These interruptions have entirely 
broken the thread of my remarks. With the discus- 
si(m of family differences and difficulties which Jiave 
led to the removal of one man and the substitution of 
another, I have nothing to do, and I desire to have 
nothing to do witli tlicm. I do not know who fills 
this office. It is nothing to me who does. I find I 
have occupied about enough of the time of the Com- 
mittee with this qnestion.'^a) 

The Bureau of Statistics flourished on, and was no 
longer disturbed by Edmund Flogg. Mr. Eelly had 
overwhelmingly refuted the charges of Messrs. Nichols 
and Washbume against the management of the State 
Department under Oencral Cass. 

There was a warm controversy between tlie Senate 
and House of Representatives over the appropriations 
for the naval service for the year ending June 30, 
1859. Committees of Conference on the disagreeing 
votes of the two Houses were ap})0]nted, and held 
frequent meetings. The managers on the part of the 
Senate were Stephen R Mallory, Solomon Foot, and 
Judah P. Benjamin ; those on the part of the House 
were Thomas 8. Bocock, John Kelly and F. H. Morse. 
The conferees finally agreed nix>n their report. Mr. 
Boeock submitted the report to the House, June 11| 

(«) Cong. Globe, P. %, Isi Bess. 85th Qong., pp. 1018-10. 
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'^SSS, Of the few amendments in controversy, the 
Q^oose Committee receded from thdr disagreement to 
^^be^ teeood and third amendments, rdating to an ap> 
>topriation of fiftj thousand six hnndred dolUrs for 
^ new purchase in the Brooklyn Navy Yard. Messra. 
^oi^gan, Grow, Clemens and others energetically 
opposed this appropriation. Mr. Boeock and Mr. 
£elly of the Conference Committee as strongly advo- 
cated it The members of the Conference Committees 
of both Houses had unanimonsly approved the report, 
and each of the managers had signed it. Mr. Kelly 
answered the objections to this appropriation. 

Mr. Kelly: "I will say a word on this matter with 
the permission of the gentleman from Virginia. The 
Oovemmcnt owns the land 1)etwceu the Navy Yard 
and the Marine Hospital. It is now all, or nearly all, 
a swamp. A part has been filled in, and filled in, I 
believe, for the very small price of sixteen cents a 
yard. As the property now stands, it cannot be of 
any ose to the Government. Even if the Oovem- 
ment desires to sell, it would be a sound economy and 
^adent foresight to first fill it in. It would then 
command a lai^ price. It extends for a considerable 
way along what is called the Walkbout, and it shows 
a complete water-front If the Government filled it 
in at the rate ccmtracted for before, they mi^t sell 
lots there for laige sums, which are now of no earthly 
wm to anybody. UntU it is filled in the Marine 



Barracks ordered by Congress cannot l>o built ; and 
tho Marines at that Yard are* now quartered in slieds. 
They are small, and not at all suitable for tho purpose 
for which they have been toin))orarily put up. I 
hope, tlierofore, that this appropriation will bo con- 
curred in. I am convinced tliat it is needed and 
nceilod now.*\a) 

Tho objoctorsi howoveri wore unyielding, and tlio 
report of tlie Comnuttoe of Couforonco was disagreed 
to by a vote of 74 noes to 67 ayes. 

The interests of Brooklyn always have had a warm 
advocate in Mr. Kelly, and although in more recent 
days he has found there some of his most active polit* 
ical opponents, it may bo doubtod whether tlioso 
gentlemen have ])rovcd thomHolvcs truer friends of 
the general interests of that groat city than John 
Kelly. 

In a former diapter of this book allusion has bean 
made to the many gross misrepresentations of Mr. 
Kelly's motives and actions to whidi tho press has ' 
given circulation. A glaring instance of this bearing 
of false witness against the neighbor is to be found in 
a volume entitled The Ammican Irish^ by ^^ Philip 
H. Bagenali B. A., Oxon.*' This Mr. Bagwial seems 
to be, not an American Irishmaui but an Engllah' 
Irishman of the London Tofj varied, whose booklet 
•maoks of the facile courtier of some OaUnel Ml» 

C^ OoDg. Qldbs, p. a, 1st 8tss. 8Mi Qong., p. t,977. 
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r, not hr off from Downing Street or Pall MalL 

^^ is a Hbel on Ireland and Iridimen at home and 

^l^iioady now on Mr. Pamell in Wicklow, and again 

^^<^ lb. KeRy in New York. Bagenal writes not so 

^^'^^ but after the fashion of Dr. Rnssell, another 

^^^^iglish Irishman, familiarly known as **Bnll Bnn 

^^^^nsselL^ The hitter's vulgar caricatures of President 

^^<Mnooln, in his letters to the London TitMB^ caosed 

^Ms expolsion from the military lines of the Federal 

during the war. Peripatetic book-makers from 

Lbroid, who take hasty journeys through this country^ 

^[eneraOy contriTe to pick up a budget of miscel* 

Xaneoos misinformation, which they cram into misbe- 

^;otten books, and offer for sale in the London maricet. 

^Ir. Bsgenal^s missicm appears to have been to contri* 

Imte an English tract on Irish life in the United 

States, for English partisan use in Ireknd. To say that 

the alleged facts in this book are frequently untme, 

is to diaracterize the performance very mildly. Mr. 

Pamell and his f dlowers, according to Bagenal, are 

enemies <rf Ireland, and architects of ruin and anardiy 

ooly less reprehensible than the dynamiters. 

^In New York,'' says this scribe of the London 
TUnm^ ^we find the Irish dying &ster than any 
othersi less giyen to marriage than any others, and 
mora given to hard woric and fssting than any others. 
* * I Tinted the tenement houses in New York 
die Irish population dwelL * * Eveiy* 
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where the moral atmosphere is one of degradation 
and human demoralixation. Gross sensuality prevails. 
Tlie sense of shame, if ever known, is early stifled. 
« « Thus live the descendants of the great Irish 
exodus of 1846-48. ♦ ♦ They sought such occu- 
pation as offered ; thoy underbid labor, adapted them* 
solves manfully to the conditions of industry, or joined 
the rabble that trooped as * ballot-stuffcrs ' and * shoul- 
der-hitters ' in the train of tlie Tweeds, the Morrisseys, 
and the Ecllys of the day ; and so became the scourge 
of American politics. In those bygone days when the 
Irish-American nation began to grow on Yankee soil| 
had (Government directed and assisted the tide of emi- 
gration, hundreds of thousands Y^ould have been car- 
ried out West; where, accustomed to agricultural 
pursuits, they would liavc become quiet and prosperous 
citizens, instead of fire-brands and porpetuators of the 
animosity between England and Ireland." (4. 

This slanderous picture of the Irish population in 
New York is followed by an account of Bishop Ire- 
land's noble efforts to build up an Irish colony in 
Minnesota, and the great West Mr. Bagenal holds 
up Mr. Kelly as an enemy of this great movement. 
What a pity he did not ask Bishop Ireknd, with 
whom, he says, ho became acquainted at St Paul, who 
were the leading co-workers with that pious diuich^ 
man in opening up a home for Irish settlers in the 

00 *« Ths AsisrlOBa Irish,** pp. 70-1-& 
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to the poor, and sought to place the acquisition of 
such homes within the reach of every citizen of the 
United States, who wished to become an actual settler 
upon the teeming millions of land that then belonged 
to the Grovcmment. Ilad his bill been passed, the 
gigantic railroad monopolies of to-day might not be in 
possession of the mighty landed empire which they, in 
so many cases, acquired by fraud, and hold by corrup* 
tion, against the rights of the ])eoplo of the United 
States. 

On the 18th of January, 1858, Mr. Eelly intro- 
duced a bill in Congress to secure homesteads to actual 
settlers upon the public domain. The bill was read a 
first and second time, and referred to the Committee 
on Agriculture. This great measure which Mr. Eelly 
then brought forward, one of the most beneficent that 
ever claimed attention in the American Congress, was 
originally introduced by Andrew Johnson, March 27, 
1846, then a Bepresentative in Congress from Tennes* 
see. More than six years elapsed before the House 
acted on tliis bill, but the indomitable Andrew John- 
son, future Pi^dent of the United States, persevered 
in his statesmanlike advocaqr of the measure, and the 
House of Bepresentatives finally passed it May 12, 
1852, by a majority of two thirds. The bill, unfor- 
tunately, failed in the Senate. The same bill, in 
substance, was again introduced in the House in 1858 
by John L. Dawson of Pennsylvania, where it was 
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A teeoiid tiino bjr an overwbelining majoritj. 
As it bid dono before, the Senate again rejected the 
bai, under the mistaken notion that it would weaken 
Mme of the old States to allow a flood-tide of popnU- 
tioo to poor into the now ones. 

The next attempt to cany throng the measure in 
Congress, and to bestow hap^iy homesteads on home- 
less miUions of American citiaens, was that of Mr. 
Kelly of Jannaiy 18th, 1858. About the same time 
Andrew Jdinson, then a Senaior, introduced a simibu* 
Un in the Senate, and became, as before, its powerful 
champioii. The Hoose, being in the Committee <rf 
the Whole, May 25, Mr. Kelly made one of the ablest 
qweehes of his life on the Homestead Bill. The 
leogth of the speech, and the scope of this volume, 
prednde its reproduction here. A few extracts are 
•n that can be given: 

"Mr. Chairman,'* said he, "I regret that the biU 
which I had referred to the Committee on Agriculture, 
in the early part of this Session, has not as yet been 
reported on, as I would have much preferred address- 
ing my remarks on the homestead questicm to the bill 
itsdf • I will take occasion to observe, in passing, that 
the Com m ittees of this House have been prompt in 
making their reports even on matters that sink into 
insignifieaaoe whoi compared with the question of 
giving an humble homestead to actual settlers on the 
lands of the Ooverument If the Gommittefi AmlA 
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think proper to delay their report much longer, I shall 
feel it to bo my duty, at an early day, to move for 
their discharge from the further consideration of the 
subject, and ask leave to bring the bill directly before 
the House. If the Senate bill does not reach us in 
the meantime, I may foil even in this way to secure a 
vote on the question ; but I will have the consolation 
to know that I have done my duty to those of our 
fellow-citizens who are either too modest or too poor 
to command much influence in this Hall/' 

^'The main provision of the bill now before the 
Committee consists in the liberal appropriation con- 
tained in the first section, in the following words: 
* That any person who is the head of a family, or who 
has arrived at the age of twenty-one years, and is a 
citizen of the United States, or who shall have filed 
his intention to become such, as required by the natur. 
alization laws of the United States, sliall, from and 
after tlie passage of this act, be entitled to enter, free 
of cost, one quarter section of vacant and unappro- 
priated public lands which may, at the time tlie appli- 
cation is made, be subject to private entry, at $1.26 
per acre, or a quantity equal thereto, to be located in a 
body, in conformity with tlie logsl sub-divisions of the 
public landsr and after the same sliall have been sur- 
veyed.' '' 

** The other sections of the bill are either explana* 
tory of the first, or designed to guard against mistake 
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frmd in its ezecntion. Its general pnip(»rt and 
cbjeet is^ as its title indicates, to secure homesteads to 
•etaal settlers on the public domain/' 

ICr. Kelly next enters into a minute history of tlie 
▼Mt extent of the public lands of the United States, 
how and when title to them was acquired, from whom 
derired, and an interesting resumi of the subject from 
a period anterior to tlie adoption of Articles of Con- 
fedvation between the thirteen original States, down 
to the latest acquisition of territCHy in 1854, known 
as the Gbdsden Purchase. After an instructive review 
of European, and especially of English colonization, 
lie continues as follows : 

^ But, sir, humanity daims for this bill the serious 
consideration of every member of this House, more 
espedaDy of those who, like myself, represent in part 
any of the large and populous cities of the Union. 
For the laboring classes, large cities and towns, with 
toperabundant populations, are too often but the 
pcMTtals fixmi wretchedness to death. They can find 
no employment whereby to earn their bread by the 
sweat of their brow, and idleness, poverty and crime 
aie the inevitable results. The very shifts they resort 
to, the avocations they follow in quest of. subsistence, 
even if they desire to live honestly, yield but scarcely 
enfBcient to supply unwholesome, scanty, unnutritious 
die! ; and hence the statistics of city life exhibit a 
IHg^itftil mortality. * * Does not humanity, then, 
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M well a« patriotism, invoke our favorable action on 
a bill which will withdraw from our lai^ cities this 
overplus population, and by giving a proper incentive 
to its industry and labor, rescue it from pauperism 
and death I It is not for the worthless vagrant who 
is found in every laigo city, lurking amid the haunto 
of vice and wretchedness, I appeal. This pauperism 
strikes down those who are able and willing to work, 
and, therefore, are fit subjects for the bounty of Con- 
gress. It is a truism in political economy that when 
pauperism sicrcs upon this class of citizens, the wages 
of labor are reduced to the cost of subsistence. The 
whole dass must therefore be subjected to the nece* 
sity of working, rather to avoid the poor-house than 
to better their condition. Rescue these and such as 
these, not only from New York or Boston, or New 
Orleans or Baltimore, but from every city, and town, 
and viUage in the Union ; rescue them from drudgery 
and death, and transform them into useM and indu^ 
trious dtiaens of a free Republic. The earth which 
Ood made is man's. Give him, at least, a share of it, 
a spot for a cot and a garden, and a grave when he 
dies, else God wiU hold us as usurpers and faithless 
stewards, when the great day of reckoning shaU 



come." (•) 



T 



Nothing in the political career of John Kelly has 
been more marked than his hostility to the great hind 

(«) Cong. Globe, Appendix, let Sees., 85th Cong., p. 480. 
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ooiinoraot8y particularly the railroad oorporatfans, and 
m nearlj all his public utterances from that day to 
tliSa he has uniformly denounced the venal men who 
limve controlled the lobbies of Congress, and bought 
legislation by bribery and gifts, whereby they have 
'••arped so vast a part of the public domain. A true 
•^itoiy of Congressional grants to those corporations 
lias yet to be written. The annals of Congress show 
«HHhing so disgraceful, and so disastrous to the public 
'Wtdfare, as the wholesale donations of the lands of the 
people to the great railroad monopolists. 

In dodng this rapid sketch of John Kelly's Con- 
STCssional career, it may be observed that necessarily 
»«i«iiy things have been omitted which properly should 
find a place in his complete biography. The object 
aoQglithere is to elucidate his character, and the trans- 
actions which have been selected for this purpose were 
•«nong those in which he more especially displayed 
«e bent of bis mind, bis love of human kind, and the 
Practical business direction of his thoughts and Ian- 
Snage. Mr. Kelly had not reached his thirty-fourth 
^^^■^ when he entered Congress. He had had no 
Conner esperience in National politics, and was called 
^pco to contend with statesmen of great ability, long 
•»vice, and with a large following in the House. 
"^o or three terms are required, generally, before 
ii^smben can hope to attain prominence as l^slators 
•ad debetsn in a body where men of so much ability 
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are in rivalry for the palm of superiority. In spite of 
tliese obstacles, Mr. Kelly took rank among the lead- 
ing men even during his first term, and during his 
second he was placed on the Committee of Ways and 
Means, the most important committee of the House, 
was recognized as one of the leaders of his party, and 
wielded an influence with the Administration scarcely 
exceeded by any one. Had he remained in the House 
of Representatives, considering the high position he 
won there in two terms, and judging from the re- 
markable ability he has displayed in his subsequent 
career, in all probability John Kelly would have 
become one of those few great parliamentary worthies 
whose names occupy so large a space in American 
history. He has given ample evidence that he pos- 
sessed the requisite qualifications to have succeeded 
Stephen A. Douglas as leader of the Northern De- 
mocracy, when death snatched the sceptre from the 
hands of that gifted man. Of the calibre of Kelly, 
the reader has seen the opinions in the preceding 
pages which were expressed by such weighty states- 
men as Lewis Cass, and Alexander H. Stephens. The 
gauge and measurement which those distinguished 
men took of him over a quarter of a century ago have 
been justified by the events of the past fifteen years, 
and the marvellous grip upon the minds and imagina- 
tion of the American people which the very name of 
Kelly has come to possess. 
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factional divisions in New York the former had been 
a Soft Shell and the latter a Hard Shell Democrat. 
They stood shoulder to shoulder in victory and defeat, 
thinking the same things about the Republic, insepar- 
able in affection and fellowship throughout a long 
and tempestuous period in the poh'tics of the country. 
In city, State and National conventions of the Demo- 
cratic party these two men always appeared together, 
and in their journeys to and fro they travelled to- 
gether, roomed together, sat at the same table, and 
presented a picture to the public eye of more than 
brotherly affection. In looking at them, as they con- 
versed with each other at such times, one would be 
reminded of Gales and Seaton in real life, or of the 
Cheeryble Brothers of romance. The death of Mr. 
Schell, in 1884, was a grievous blow to Mr. Kelly. 
All who beard his speech at the memorial meeting for 
his departed friend at Tammany Hall, will remember 
the unwonted emotions under which be labored. 

Society at the Capital during Mr. Kelly's day in 
Congress was very agreeable and homelike, and the 
manners and tastes of the people were formed in the 
school of frugality and simplicity well befitting a 
Democratic Republic Boast as men may of the 
material progress of the country, the old school which 
held sway at Washington, during Democratic Admin- 
istrations, was the nursery of dvio virtues, and had 
about it the flavor of the (colden acre of the fathers. 
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the school Joffenon fonnded, and Madison 
[ooroe aiustratcd. It was the school in which 
ed John Tajrlor of Caroline, Rufus King, 
m Pinknej, Governor Gore, Josiah Qoincy, 
n Gaston, and Littleton Waller Taaewell. 
Pennsjlvania Avenne Jdm Kanhall and 
Webster might be seen wending their way to 
with baskets on their arms, while Chancellor 
iM gone fishing to the Long Bridge, John 
Adams to have a swim in the Potomac, and 
J. Oalhonn has gone ont m tlie old-fashioned 
• to Geoigetown College to talk philosophy 
itber Drieroiynsky. w This society was based 
•licity, the heritage handed down from Revolu- 
soldiers, oflbhoot of freedom and downright- 
There was no charlatanism in Washington 
ather had there been any since Jefferson came 
be people « we are all Bepablicans, all Feder- 
For fifty yean the official rogues oonld be 
on the ten fingers. How different in that 
nnoe the antique school has passed away. The 
ITS have blown ont the old-fashioned virtues, 
ley-diangers have onhinged the morality of 
•le. Corruption in high phuxs has prevailed, 
iM been in Washington as it was in Rome 
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daring the last days of tlie Empire, when Fabricios 
and Tully were forgotten, and tnrgid and loquacioaa 
rhetoricians moathcd in the CapitoL The golden age 
of manners, and tastes, and honest living still survived 
while the subject of this memoir sat in Congress. To 
be a gentleman above reproach was glorious. Poverty 
was no badge of disgrace, for James Monroe had given 
his fortune to the country in the war of 1812, and died, 
'^ike rigid Cincinnatus, nobly poor.'' Henry Clay could 
never reach the White House, because after the fashion 
of tlie simple great ones he would rather bo right than 
President Webster was an old school patriot, for 
after Calhoun's speech in 1833, lie modified his views 
80 greatly that be never afterwards denied that the 
Government of the United States was a compact be- 
tween sovereign States. The rule of right living was 
so inflexible that Calhoun relinquished all hopes for 
the Presidency, rather than have his wife visit Bellona, 
at the dictation of General Jackson. 

Happy days I Fortunate John Eelly I to have been 
there to witness the antique social phases, and to 
have come away again before the era was quite passed 
and gone, and another and a difierent one had arisen 
in its place. 
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CHAPTER Vin. 

■UEIUPF ^ lUBTEBS DCTIXS OV OFFIOB— BB» 
ELBOTED — HOWHATEO FOB JIATOB AOAIMST A. 
QASBT BALI/— CAUSES OF ni8 WimDBAWAI/ — OOBS 
TO BCBOPB — nSITB HOLT LAMD — ^DTNEB LIFB^ 
BB CBABimS— BBLATIOBS Trrm B. J. TILDBB— 
IXAOBB or TAJOIAirr — 8E0OMD MABblAOB — COHP- 
nOLUCB OF BBW TOBK — SPEECH AT LOTOS OLUB, 
■TOi 

Os ChristmM Dajr,|1858, having been elected 

^Wriff of the City and County of New York, No- 

^^mber 2d of that year, Mr. Kelly resigned his seat 

**& the Tbirty-fifth CongressQ He remained in Wash« 

^^t<n> •( li>* post nntil it was necessary : o go to New 

^«ik to enter upon his new office ; bat in refreshing 

Contrast to those Representatires in a snbeeqnent Con- 

StvsB, the Forty-«eoond, who voted themselves back* 

P^y, he declined, after his election as Sheriff, to draw 

^>ky aalaiy at all for his service as a member of Con* 

gUss. mw total nnmber of votes cast at the election 

^Sheriff WW 69,088, of whidi John Kelly received 

^,090, and William H. Albertson received 29,887, 

tarttaring 161. Kelly was the regnlar nominee of 

tte Deoioenitie ftrtj of the dtyTi His majority was 
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He entered with characteristic energy upon the 
duties of Sheriff, that most ancient of county officers 
known to the common law, Vice-cotncs to the Eari, as 
Blackstone calls him. The difficulties and responsi- 
bilities of this office in Now York arc pecuHariy great. 
Tlie reported cases uiK)n Sheriff's law in that city 
indicate the immense number of statutes applicable 
to the office, and the subtleties, refinements, and nice 
legal distinctions, together with the liabilities, which 
constantly press upon the Sheriff in the discharge of 
his duties. As laymen nearly always have been elected 
to the office, it Avas the rule, before Kelly's terra, for 
incumbents to rely for guidance upon legal advisers 
and prompters behind the scenes, whoso special knowl- 
edge of business was supplemented by professional 
knowledge of law, and by training and experience in 
the office. But John Kelly set resolutely to work 
with his Uw books, for it is one of the leading traits 
of his character to pcribrm conscientiously whatever 
duties are imposed ujwn him, and he was determined 
to delegate to no one else a labor which the i^eople 
had elected him to do himself. While he was in the 
office the UnderSheriff ceased to be the Iligh-Sheriff 
After reading one or two good elementarj- books, he 
next applied himself to the Code of Procedure, the 
Revised Statutes, and Reported Cases, and wrote out 
a syllabus, or private digest for himself, of opinions 
delivered in the lower Courts and the Court of 
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to Sberiff*B law. To master snch 
^^aestmis he worked with unflagging seal, not only 
*>y iJay bat far into the night, during Uie greater part 
^ Ills tenn. In the meantime he acquired familiarity 
"^^th the routine and neages of the office. Thus 
Quipped, he was perhaps the first Sheriff who thor- 
^^'■ghly understood the duties of the office, and dis- 
^•^^ged them in person. He became a favorite 
••«»<»« the members of the bar, and was an authority, 
*>^«Metically and practically, upon disputed questions 
^ SheriiTs law. In the SheriTs Court Mr. Kelly 
'^Unself prssided over the intelligent juries there em- 
I^^nelled. He heard aiy|rnments of counsel, passed 
'^pon authorities dted, was conversant in the law 
H^lHsaUe to cases, and in the opiniou of leading 
^^^^mben of the profession he displayed a judicial 
"^^ind of high order. 

The best body of jurors in the United States is 
^JJidoubtedly the Sherirs Jury in New York city. 
•'^ membera of this jury are chosen annually by an 
^^^lincnt CommissioD of judicial and other high officer, 
^^^ aw sdeeted from among the foremost citizens in 
Uie eommunityy whose wealth, intelligence, and estab- 
lished eharacter afford a guarantee of their freedom 
*Wim improper influences. Lurge fines for absence 
iie imposed, and eheerfuHy paid. An annual banquet, 
hown of all men, vHjue gmMvm, as the Sheriff's 
Jmrf% Dinner, is nrovided for with tliA amr^u .ti»* 






thus accumulated. Delmonico's choicest menu is laid 
under requisition, and a diBtinguished and brilliant 
company is always brought together. 

That accomplished and discerning gentleman, Mr. 
Rosewell G. Rolston, President of tlie Farmers' Loan 
and Trust Company of New York, was one of the 
members of the Sherift's Jury during Mr. Kelly's 
term. He once expressed to the writer of these pages 
his high resjject for the Sheriff, and descanted upon 
his sturdy qualities, saying, that while he was a stem 
and austere man to look at, he was, nevertheless, 
brimful of kindly human nature. After mentioning 
some occurrences which had come under his own 
observation, he said, with no little earnestness, " John 
Kelly is a love of a man, a grand fellow undoubtedly." 

Under-sheriffs had presided at the trial of Sheriff's 
cases before Mr. Kelly's entry into the office. The 
Jury was surprised now to see the usual rule broken, 
and the new Sheriff going upon the bench himself. 
The more experienced members gave each other a 
smile of astonishment and a knowing wink, for they 
suspected that Kelly was led away by zeal, and by 
ignorance of the mysteries of the law, into whose 
knotty kbyrinths he would be plunged presently by. 
wrangling lawyers. But Mr. Kolston and his fellow- 
jurors quickly discovered that the imperturbable 
Sheriff behaved like a veteran under legal fire, and 
the lawyers themselves were surprised to find him 
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only funiliar with qnestions at issoei both of 
>?ene and demurrer^ but practically master of the 
^^nation. He had broken the precedent, and what 
been before a fiction was now a fact, a Sheriff of 
York who knew more about his office than any 
his subordinates. John Kelly made a reputation 
honesty and capacity as Sheriff, which in the 
'^i^le history of the office has nerer been excelled by 
^^jnuok who has occupied it The best evidence 
^f this is found In the fitct that at the earliest mo- 
^^E^Ot when he was eligible under the Constitution 
^the State, namely, at the expiration of the term of 
^l^^riff Lynch, his immediate successor, John Kelly 
^^ renominated and re-elected Sheriff of New York. 
^^ is the only man since the foundation of the Oov* 
^>^ment who has been elected twice to this im« 
t^^Mant office. In the early day, before the Hamil- 
^^^isn or monarchical features of the State Constitution 
^^^ been abolished, and the Jeffersonian or elective 
^^'^indple had been substituted for them by constitu- 
^imal amendment, the Gk>vemor and Council held 
^^ appointment, not only of judicial and other great 
^MBcers, a most fruitful source of corruption and cen- 
^^ilisatioiii but they were likewise clothed with the 
to appoint Sheriflb and County Clerks in the 
eoonties of the State. But twice only, in the 
^uly liistory of the State, did the Council of Appoint- 
ment aft Albany select the same men to fill a second 






term as Sheriflf of the city and county of New York. 
Marinns WiUett was appointed Sheriff of New York 
in 1784, and served nntil 1787. Ho was re-appointed 
in 1701, and held nntil 1795. Benjamin Ferris also 
held the office by appointment from 1808 to 1810, 
and again from 1811 to 1813. On the 6th of Novem- 
ber, (iSW, John Kelly, who had filled the office so 
faithfully from 1850 to 1861, was re-elected Sheriffjof 
New York, an nnprccedented honor, as well as endorse- 
ment of his official integrity, now be8towe<l for the first 
time in the history of the city, by the people them- 
■elves, upon any individual. 

^t this election there were three candidates in the 
field, two Democrats and a Republican J)ut after an 
exciting canvass John Kelly led the poll by a plurality 
of nearly 6,000,(his Republican competitor coming 
next The whole number of votes for Sheriff was 
106,707, of which Kelly received 42,022, John W. 
Farmer 88,477, and Michael Connolly, commonly 
called the « Big Judge," 28,000] The number of 
scattering rotes was 109. [Mr. Kelly's second term 
expired December 81, 1867^ That it was a repetition 
of the first one in his fidelity to the important interests 
and duties confided to his charge, was universally 
declared at the time, without one whisper of dissent. 
In the fierce conflicts of party fifteen years after his 
first term m Sheriff, and seven years after the second, 
when his talents and commanding position in the 
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^oiiunanity had made him a formidable antagonist, 

^ohn Kelly's official integrity as Sheriff was called in 

^''estion for the first time by certain political oppo- 

^DtSy whose miscondoet he had exposed, and whose 

'^^itnuy acts he had resisted. These tardy sliafts of 

''^^Uice fell hanuless at his feet 

In the year 1868^ eleven months after ho had ceased 
^^ be Sheriff a second time, a still handsomer testi- 
"^^^*nial to the stainlessness of his cliaracter was tendered 
him than that implied in his re-election as Sheriff; 
emphatic endorsement of his qualifications for the 
I^M^hest civic preferment was received by him when 
^^^^ Democratic Union of New York nominated him for 
^Cayor of the city against A. Oakey Hall, the candi- 
^Mte of the Tweed RingJ In a laudable and patriotic 
attempt to drive the Ring from power at the Charter 
election of November, 1868, New York's best citizens, 
— merchants, bankers, tradesmen, mechanics, and 
members of the various professions, turned to John 
Kelly to lead them, to the man whose admirable 
administration of the trusts he liad previously held as 
Alderman, Congressman, and Sheriff, afforded satisfac- 
tory proof of his fitness to grapple with the King, and 
if elected, to crush it, and restore honesty and economy 
in the varioas municipal offices. 

JAmong those who lodced to Mr. Kelly at tliis in- 
teresting and critical hour in the history of New York, 
m a safe leader against the notorious triumvirate of 
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Tweed, Sweeny and Connolly, were Samuel J. Tilden, 
Andrew H. Green, Augustus Schell, anjJJstiU another • 
—tell it not in Gath I mention it not in the streets 
of AscalonI for it is surprising to relate— Nelson J. 
Waterbury himself. Yes, in the very next year after 
JohTSSIly had ceased to be Sheriff, this gentleman, 
who has since lavished so much savage abuse upon 
him for mythical misdeeds as Sheriff, th-^ self-same 
Nelson J. Waterbury was an enthusiastic supporter of 
John Kelly for Mayor of New York. 

Tlie support which Mr. Tilden was disposed to 
bestow upon Mr. Kelly was a more important inci- 
dent of that eventful campaign. For a long time 
they had been intimate acquaintances, and Tilden not 
only looked upon Kelly as a man of invincible 
honesty, but recognized in him a bom leader of men. 
It was a most unfortunate thing that Mr. Kelly's 
health, at this particular juncture, was so much im- 
paired that it was not possible for him to stand the 
strain of such a contest, or, indeed, of any contest at 
all. The bhickest chapter in the history of New York 
was about to be written. He felt the magnitude of 
the occasion, and rose from a sick bed to go meet the 
people halfway, when they called him to lead (hem 
m the fight No personal sacrifice could be too great, 
not even life itself, when the stakes were the reforma- 
tion of the public service, and the rescue of a million 
people from the corrupt domination of such a Ring. 



un OP jomr kellt. 

•* Yoa will never L've to reach the «rniy,'* said Vol^ 
taire to the feeble and emaciated Marcschal de Saxe, 
as the leader was setting ont for Fontenoy. ** The 
object now/' replied the fiery commander^ ^^ is not to 
live, bat to go.^ But Mr. Kelly, however willing to 
act his part, soon found that nature's barriers are not 
to be overcome. The hand whidi had rejoiced in its 
strength was relaxed and powerless under wasting 
illiieaSy and like that of Old Priam, idumqtie imheUe^ 
no longer could strike an effectual blow. He was, 
indeed, destined to smite tlie Tweed Bing a death- 
Uow, but not now, nor until four years had come and 
gone, when, with health restored, and energies all on 
fire, he drove them from Tammany Hall, and inscribed 
Ilia name among the benefactors of New York. He 
lived, like Saxe, to fight and win his Fontcnoy. 

From early life Mr. Kelly had suffered from bron* 

fdiial trauUes, which always were increased by public 

apeaking. His mind is intensely active. ** I must be 

oeenpied in eome way," he once said to a friend, ** and 

I canH sit still five minutes without doing something. 

I eftonoi bean idler.''<'> Whatever he undertook to do, 

bis faenlties became concentrated upon the task until 

it waa aeoompUshed. His occupations for a long time 

had been engrossing and laborious, and his health had 

saflbrad nnder the strain. ^For twenty years,'' to 

npmX the nmark of the editor of the UHca Olmrver^ 

mWtm Tmrk WmU. Oet 18, 1878. 
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quoted in a preceding chapter of this volume, " he had 
devoted several hours of every day to the pursuit of 
literature and science,'^ and at length his constitution 
was seriously imjiaircd. Domestic afflictions also came 
upon him about this period, and his physical maladies 
were increased fourfold. 

John Kelly had entered into wedlock when a very 
young man, and for twenty years liis circle of domes- 
ticity was unclouded by a single shadow. His wife, itee 
Hcllhargy, was the daughter of an Irish adopted citizen 
of New York, and an interesting family, a son and 
two daughters, grew up to the verge of manhood and 
womanhood about him. Mrs. Kelly, whom the present 
writer knew well, and greatly respected for the excel- 
lent but unostentatious qualities of her cliaracter, was 
a good wife, a devoted mother and a pious Christian 
woman. In the year 1860 she fell a victim to con- 
sumption. Her son Hugh, a bright and winning 
young man, just as ho. had turned his twenty-first 
year, succumbed to the same disease, and followed his 
mother to tlie grave. Symptoms of consumption also 
appeared in the daughters, and it was evident that 
death had marked them both for its eariy victims. 
To a man of John Kelly's strongly affectionate nature, 
wrapped up in his home and family, these visiUtions 
falling upon him like unmerciful disasters, one after 
another m qmck succession, proved well nigh irrep- 
arable. His health already impaired, gave way en- 
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tireljy and his friends were seriously apprehensive of 
Ilia own earlj demise. 

It was in the midst of these afflictions that he was 
nominated for Mayor against A. Oakey Ilall. He 
^waJplaoed in nomination by the Democratic Union, 
*whi3i held its convention at Masonic Hall, November 
18y 1S68, and he received on the first ballot 240 votes, 
to 51 for John W. Chanter, and 1 each for John 
McEeon and Fernando Wood. On the second ballot 
John Kelly received every vote in the convention\\md 
was declared the unanimous nominee for Mayor. A 
[committee was appointed by the chair, Mr. Roswell 
D. Hatch, to notify Mr. Kelly of his nominationjland 
to invite him before the convention. The chairman of 
this committee Was Mr. Nelson J. Waterbnry.J After 
some time Mr. Kelly entered the hall escorted by Mr. 
Waterbnry, by whom he was presented to the conven« 
tion in appropriate terms, as the reform candidate for 
Mayor. 

He was warmly received, and made a brief speech, 
Tigaronsly denouncing the Tweed and Sweeny Bing, 
which had usurped control of Tammany Hall. He 
referred in terms of praise to those honest Democrats, 
many of whom he saw before him, who formerly like 
himself had been identified with thie Wigwam, but who 
liad retired from it in disgust, as he himself had done, 
when the Bing obtained control *^I see many gen* 
tiemen in this convention,'' said Mr. Kelly, <*who 



LIFE OF JOnir KELLY. 



256 



formerly were associated with me in Tammany Hall, 
and who felt the same grievances there which I myself 
have experienced. I have no desire for tliis nomi- 
nation, but while I have not sought it, I will only say 
this, I sliall stand by those who have so generously 
nominated me for Mayor, and if elected, I vnll dis- 
charge the duties of the office honestly and faithfully. 
In accepting your nomination I fully realize that both 
yourselves and myself will have to work strenuously 
against the corrupt men opposing us, if we expect to 
secure victory. But by working together in good 
faith we can succeed, for the people of New York feel 
the importance of the contest, and the necessity of 
putting down the bad men who have obtained control 
of the city government. I accept your nomination, 
and if elected will do the best in my power to realiae 
all your legitimate expectations."(a) 

I^bram B. Lawrence was nominated for Corporation 
Counsel/] The candidacy of Mr. Kelly greatly alarmed 
the Bing leaders and their Bepublican allies. The 
latter sought to control the Bepublican convention 
which was held the next day, and force through a 
straight Bepublican ticket for Mayor and Corporation 
Counsel, as the most effective way to secure the ' 
election of A. Oakey Hall. But fortunately there was 
a reform element among the Bepublicans, as well as 
among the Democrats, and the opponents of the Bing 

(«) ir$w Tmrk Htrald, NoTember 19. 18(S8. 
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were in a majority in the RopubHcan city convention. 
That excellent citiasn, Mr. Sinclair Tonsey, was 
President of thia convention. The main struggle was 
between those who favored the endorsement of John 
Kelly for Mayor, and, therefore, wished the convention 
to •djonra over, and those who advocated the prompt 
nomination of a straight Republican ticket. The 
latter das. was led by Charles 8. Spencer, who 
'TchcmenUy demanded immediate action. But the 
opponents of Spencer prevailed, and secured an ad- 
ionrnment to the following Monday. « It was under- 
•»tood,« remarked the Uerald of November 20th, 
«• that the party of compromise was engaged in fixing 
xap quite a neat little arrangement, by which the Ke- 
X»nblicans would endorse the nomination of John Kelly 
r Mayor, in consideration of having Mr. Shaw 
ibetitnted for Mr. Lawrence as candidate for Corpo- 
«,Uon Counsel. The compromisers gave out that 
Spencer and the party of action were simply acting in 
•«he inteiest of Tammany Hall in endeavoring to have 
•«he Republican convention make regular nominations." 
In tills campaign the Uerald opposed John Kelly, 
•nd championed A. Oakey Hall for Mayor. This 
-was not evidence of any complicity on the part of 
that paper in the misconduct of the Ring, for in 1868 
there was no positive proof in possession of tiio pubUo 
of the criminaUty of tiie Ring, and hence tiie Herali 
or any other journal was not justly obnoxioua to un- 
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favorable criticism at tliat early day in tbo history of 
the plunderers for advocating tho election of Hall. 
[^Tbc Ring,'' says Mr. Tildeu in his history of its I 
ov erthro w, ^^ became completely organized and ma- * 
tured on the 1st of January, 1SG9, when Mr. A. Oakey 
Hall became Mayor. Its duration was through 18G0, 

1870 and 1871."<«3 

The morning after Mr. Kelly's nomination the 
Herald declared for A. Oakey Hall and against Kelly, 
in one of those plausible leading articles by which 
it has 80 long and so remarkably influenced public 
opinion for or against men and measures. The refer- 
ence to Mr. Kelly as a nabob was an adroit campaign 
stroke, and although he was living quite unostenta- 
tiously in a modest three-story brick house at the 
comer of 38th Street and Lexington Avenue, an im- 
pression was created that he was surrounded by 
princely opulence, in the fashionable quarter among 
the millionaires. The Ilerald editorial was as follows: 

^* John Kelly is a good citizen and a respectable 
man; but he has already been elected by the Tam- 
many Democracy, to which he owes all his past politi- 
cal favors, to the offices of Councilman, Alderman, 

• 

member of Congress, and twice to the valuable posi- 
tion of Sheriff of New York, being the only man, we 
belieye, who has held that lucrative office a second 
term. John Kelly was brought up a lad in the Herald 

W Life of 8. J. TUden, by T. P. Cook, p. 101. 
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office, when he first CMne to New lorK, tna wm w«u 
bfooght up J hot he went into politics in spite of his 
eulT tnuning. We supported him for office while he 
wts poor snd lived in tiie locality of the Fourteenth 
Ward. Now thst he has made himself a milUonaire, 
and hves like a nabob in the high locaHty of one of tlie 
most fashionable avenues of uppertendom, we think 
he should be satisfied, and give place to others who 
bave not enjoyed such good fortune/' 

«* If the Democrats nominate A. Oakey Hall, as it 
is said they will, as their candidate for Mayor, he will 
no doubt be elected by a large majority. Ho wiU suit 
those who take a pride in the dignity of the city,be- 
ciu« he is a man of superior ability, a profound 
thinker, an eloquent talker, and understands thorougUy 
Ae details of the municipal govemment.'*(*) 

The Bing men got thoroughly frightened after the 
adjoomment of the Republican City Convention with- 
out a nomination, for it was becoming quite dear that 
independent citizens, both outside and inside of the 
mpective politcal parties, meant to support Mr. KeUy 
for Mayor against the Ring candidate. This state of 
things caused the Herald to discard special pleading 
j^gpecting the "nabobs of uppertendom,'' and to re- 
double its attacks on KeUy. He was now denounced 
m a deserter for having retired fifom Tammany Hall, 
and joined the opponents of William M.Tweei "The 

M jr«i r#fft ilfivM. Kevmbsr SO. ISn. 
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fight,'' said the Herald^ " is to be made against the 
Democratic organization with the object of breaking 
down Tammany, and thus giving the death-blow to 
the r^ular Democracy in its strongliold. The Tti- 
hnne^ Times and World arc co-laborers in this work— 
the two former openly, and the letter in an under- 
handed bnt not less vindictive manner. They are pre> 
]>aring to unite on John Kelly, who has deserted the 
Democratic organization for the purpose of leading 
the Republican forces in the battle. District Attorney 
A. Oakey Hall will be the Democratic nominee, and 
will no doubt be elected ; bnt it will be one of the 
greatest fights we have ever had over a Charter eleo* 
tion, as the breaking down of the Democratic organi- 
zation at this end of the State would be the death- 
blow of the party, and is therefore a stake worth 
playing for by the Republicans, who feel the loss of 
power in New York very 8everely."(«) 

Against this pretended but sham regularity, not only 
Mr. Kelly, but Mr. Tilden also revolted. '< Weighty 
pressure," says Tilden, **was brought on me from 
powerful men all over the State to * save the party.' 
I denied that the system of organization then in use. 
in the ciqr had any moral right to be considered 
regular, or to bind the Democratic masses. I told the 
State Convention that I felt it to be my duty to oppose 
any man who would not go for making the govern* 

(•) Ifim York BtrM, NovemlMr SS, 1868. 
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ment of this city whtt it ought to be, at whatever 
ooftt, at whatever sacrifice. If tliey did not deem that 
•regular,' I would resign as chairman of the State 

Committee.^(«) 

The exertion made by Mr, Kelly in leaving a sick 
bed to go before the Democratic Union City Conven- 
tion to accept its nomination for Mayor, increased the 
illness from which he suflTercd. His physician called 
eminent doctors into consultation, and it was the 
opinion of them all that his continuance in active 
political movements would have a fatal result. This 
professional decision was communicated to Mr. Kelly 
by that eminent physician, the late Dr. Marion Sims. 
Thuladmonished that the excitement of the campaign 
wodir KU him, Mr. Kelly, on the 27th of November, 
reluctantly sent in his withdrawal from the Mayoralty 
contest to the Executive Committee of the Democratic* 
Union, and the vacancy was filled by the nomination 
of Mr. Frederick A. Conkling^ 

Mr. Kelly, who was a suflTerer from insomnia, soon 
after sailed with his two daughters for Europe. He 
made an extended tour in Europe, Asia and Africa, 
Tisiting, among other places, the Holy Land. He first 
went to Ireknd as a pilgrim would return to the home 
of his fathers, spending some time in the beautiful 
Idand of Saints, where Christianity made ite only 
bloodless conquest in the world. During fourteen 

M life of & J. TlUte, bj T. P. Cook, p. 191. 
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hundred years, while other Christian nations have 
rushed back into infidelity and again become Christian, 
Ireland has never lapsed into infidelity, nor into a scofiT- 
ing, Godless philosophy, the invariable accompaniment 
of unbelief and paganism. After visiting the various 
capitals of Europe, — London, Paris, Vienna, Berlin, 
^ladrid, St. Petersburg, and other places, be repaired 
to Rome, the city of the soul, the Niobe of nations, 
shrine of saints and martyrs, of doctors and confessors, 
where he spent a considerable period in rest and retire- 
ment, and in viewing its wonderful ruins, monuments, 
and churches. Repairing to Holy Land, Mr. Kelly 
remained for some time at Jerusalem, the cradle of 
Christianity; which Titus, in fulfilment of prophecy, 
left not a stone upon a stone of; where Christ had 
walked about among the people, and where He di^ 
upon Calvary. 

In contemplating scenes associated with the earthly 
life and death of the Redeemer, the traveler no doubt 
derived comfort in his own bereavements, dignified by 
such a fellowship of suffering as was there. What a 
lesson of humility the ignominious Cross must have 
preached to his reflective mind. He was leading a 
contemplative life, and his letters at this period 
dwell much upon the Mount of Olives, the Way of 
the Cross, and the Holy Sepulchre. He had read 
somewhere in allegory of the . contest in which the 
trees of the forest are represented as debating among 
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themselTes who should be their king. Had the con- 
test oocorred in the days of the Redeemer, small 
chmce the ignoble tree of the Cross would have had 
to win the crown. Mr. Kelly had read Cardinal 
Wiseman's beautiful thoughts on the subject. " Ap- 
ply the allegory^ said he once in a circle of his 
friends, "and let us enter some forest of Judea 
filled with stately trees, lofty, tapering pine, and 
toyal cedar, and hear the proud i>ossessor give 
oiders as to how their worth should be realized 
into wealth. He sAys to the forester : * See that 
elegant and towering tree which has reached the 
maturity of its growth, how nobly will it rise above 
the splendid galley and bear itself in the fell fury of 
the wmd, without breaking or bending, and carry the 
riches of the earth from one flourishing port to another. 
Cut h down and destine it for this noble work. And 
this magnificent cedar, overcasting all around it with 
ib» solemnity of ite shade, worthy to have been built 
by Solomon into the temple of God, such that David 
might have sung its praises on his inspired lyre ; let 
It be carefully and brilliantly polished, and embarked 
to send to the imperial city, there to adorn those mag- 
nificent balls, in which all the splendor of Rome is 
gatbeied; and there, richly gilded and adorned, it 
•haD be an object of admiration for ages to come.' 
•It it well, my lord,' replies his servant, *but this 
itiaiife, this worthless tree, which seems presumptu- 
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ously'to spring up, beneath the shadow of thobc 
splendid shafts, what shall wo do with it ? it is fitted 
for no great, no noble work.' ' Cut it down, and, if 
of no other use, why, it will make a cross for the first 
malefactor I ' " 

Strange counsels of men 1 The soaring pine dashed 
the freight that it 1)ore against the rocks, and rolled a 
wreck uix>n the beach. The noble cedar witnessed 
the revels of imperial Roincj and fell by the earth- 
quake, or in the fire kindled by the barbarians, charred 
into ashes. But that ignoble tree, spurned by proud 
man and put to the most ignominious of uses, bore the 
price of the world's redemption upon Calvary, its every 
fragment has been gathered up, and treasured and 
enshrined, and in every age it has been considered 
worth all that the world doats on, and sets its heart on. 
An Empress crossed the seas and searched among the 
tombs of the dead for that material wood of the Cross 
of Christ. For that holy rood was built a magnificent 
church on Mount Sion. For it the Emperor Herac- 
lius made war on the King of Persia ; and when he 
had recovered it, bore it as his Master had borne it 
before, barefoot and in humble garb to Calvary. For. 
that tree Constantino the Great built a noble church, 
yet standing among the ruins of the palaces of Rome, 
and brought the very earth from the Savior's own 
land, as though none were worthy to be there save 
that upon which had first fallen the precious blood of 
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redetnption. For eighteen hundred years this relic 
hat been the most priceless treasure of Christians. 
lU smallest fragment has been enshrined and vestured 
in gold and precious stones, and housed and sheltered 
in magnificent tem]>lcs piled up with the richest ma- 
terials and noblest productions of art. The ignoble 
tree which the world despised has conquered tlie worid 

itself. 

air. Kelly's correspondence at tliis time made it 
apparent that ho had ceased to feel interest in tlio 
busy trifles of politicians, and that his thoughts wcro 
directed to problems of the moral worid, to reveries 
upon the mysteries of redemption, like that outlined 
m the preceding allegory upon the Cross, and to the 
works of mercy, both spiritual and corporal. lie 
brought back from Palestine souvenirs and patristic 
^ relics of much interest He had familiarized himself 
with the topography of the hallowed scenes of Holy 
Land, and those who have heard him describe tliem 
and relate the bist<Hry and traditions connected with 
them, have been struck with his reverence as a nar- 
rator, as well as with his closeness as an observer of 
mannen, customs and places. While he was abroad 
nnfonnded mmors reached New York that John Kelly 
had withdrawn from the worid, in order to spend the 
remainder of his days in monastic retirement. Per* 
hapa this story originated from the circumstance that 
he travelled much in the company of clergymen in 
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Europe. Yicar-Gcneral Quinn of Now York was 
his companion on tlie Continent. The late Bishop 
McOill of liichmond, Yirginia, a man of ascetic tastes 
and profound learning, often shared Mr. Kelly's car- 
riage in the latter's drives about Rome. Another 
thing which may have given color to the rumor was 
the fact that Mr. Kelly had educated, and was still 
educating, many young men for the ecclesiastical state, 
not only American youths, but those of Irish and 
Gorman and Swiss nationalities. AVhile he was in 
Switzerland his attention was directed by his daughters 
to a pious little boy, the son of a poor gardener, who 
with another boy of wealthy parentage, served at the 
altar every morning. The wealthy man^s son soon de- 
parted for the University, when Mr. Kelly sent for the 
son of the gardener, and finding tliat he wislied to 
become a religious, told him that he would afford him 
the means to carry out his purpose, and amid the 
grateful tears and prayers of the boy's parents, he sent 
him to a renowned German University, and defrayed 
all his expenses until he was graduated. That boy 
has since become a learned scholar and minister at the 
altar. While Mr. Kelly was in Borne he became, 
warmly interested in the American College, a noble 
seat of learning in that city for the training of young 
ecclesiastics for the American Missions, and he gener- 
ously established a bursary in the College. He gave 
to its President, Dr. Chatard, who since has been 
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nieed to the EpisoopAte, five thousand dollars for Uie 
maintenance of this charitable Kelly foundation. It re- 
flected no credit npon the managers of the New York 
Cooper Institute meeting, held in 1884, to denounce the 
spoliation of the Propaganda, of which the American 
College at Rome is a part, to have omitted one of its 
benefactors, and so prominent a representative man as 
John Kelly, from the list of the oiKcers and speakers of 
that meeting. Tliose managers were then burning 
incense to Monsignor Capel, a clerical gentleman of 
know — ledge, not knowledge, who thinks American 
Catholics are too illiterate yet awhile to aspire to a 
Universitv. 

The beautiful pictures in stained glass, which adorn 
the windows of St. Patrick's Cathedral in New York, 
are, with the e^coeption of the examples in the French 
Cathedral in Cliartres, perhaps unsurpassed in modem 
times, as figured scenes from the Scriptures and lives 
of the saints. In this pictorial religious epic is a beau- 
tiful window placed there by John Kelly in memory 
of his lost ones, or more correctly of those members 
of his family who have been called to the better life. 
** Before quitting the Sanctuary,*' says the writer of a 
pamphlet descriptive of the exterior and interior of 
the Cathedral, ^ we will bend our steps towards the 
Ltdy ChapeL The window in the first bay represents 
the Presentation of the Blessed Virgin in the Temple. 
The high priest, in gorgeous vesture, advances to 
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rooeive the child, wliile St Joachim and 8t Anne 
modestly remain standing behind. The friends of 
the family are assembled to witness the ceremony. 
This Inmrs the inscription, <John Kelly— in me- 
moriam,^ *'(«) 

Some }-ears before the completion of the new 
Cathedral, and while Mr. Kelly was in Rome, he 
gave an order to a celebrated artist in that 
city of art treasures to execute for him four great 
oil paintings representing the Baptism of our Lord, 
the Marriage feast of Cana, the Return of the Prod- 
igal Son, and St. Patrick preaching at Tara. He 
afterwards embraced two additional scenes from sacred 
history in his scheme, tlie Ascension of Our Lonl, and 
the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin. The artist, 
Galliardi, produced a noble work after tlie best 
masters. These six magnificent paintings were sent 
from Rome to America as a present from Mr. Kelly 
to St. Patrick's Cathedral, and are the only paintings 
in canvas upon the walls of that grand church. 

When he was in Enghind he visited a region in- 
habited almost entirely by miners — English, Irish and 
Welsh. Those i>eople wore, to a great extent, ignorant 
of the truths of Christianity, and there were no facili- 
ties in the wild mountain region they inhabited to 
improve their moral condition. Working in the mines 
day and night, and constantly exposed to death in the 

(•) A Deraiptioii of St. Patrick's Gsthednil, p. 87. 
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midst of their subterranean toil, these poor people 
appeale4 to friends at a distance to send them a 
clergyman to minister to their spiritual wants. Tlie 
appeal was answered, and the Reverend Mr. Deuljr 
arrived there to open a mission a short time before 
llr. Kelly visited that part of England. The clergy- 
man foand himsdf destitute of every worldly appli- 
ance for a proper ministration of the functions of his 
spiritual office, no church, no school-house, no chari* 
table home or asylum for the sick and helpless, all 
tilings, in a word, wanting, and no adequate means to 
provide them. He was an excellent and zealous man, 
and he stated his situation, and the necessities of the 
people to Mr. Kelly. lie told him that if he had the 
money to build a church and school-house, incalculable 
good might be done. lie poured his story into sym- 
pathetic ears. Help was promised, and faithfully was 
the promise kept. Mr. Dealy some time after, upon 
Mr. Kelly's invitation, set sail for America, and took 
up his residence in the latter's house. When Mr. 
Kelly reached home he organized a movement among 
those of his immediate friends, whose opulence and 
charity admitted of the appeal, and in the course of a 
few months Mr. Dealy, as he informed the writer of 
these pages, was the fortunate possessor of a purse of 
over twelve thousand dollars, inclusive of Mr. Kelly's 
own handsome donation. Those poor miners in Eng- 
land soon had their church, and a school for their 
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children, and their pastor had reason to bless the day 
when he first made the acquaintance of the subject of 
this memoir. 

After John Kelly had re-entered the field of politics, 
and oven when immersed in public affairs, his charity 
and philanthropy continued to l)e the controlling prin- 
ciples of his conduct. During the i)ast five or six 
years he has l)een a frequent lecturer in various 
cities of the Union. His lectures, respectively upon 
tlie Sisters of Charity, the Early Jesuit Missionaries 
in North America, and upon the Irish Settlers in 
North and South America, were replete with historical 
information and sound practical instruction, and wher- 
ever he appeared on the platform as a lecturer he 
always drew crowded houses. Mr. Kelly realized from 
his lectures, whidi he delivered repeatedly in the 
North, South and West, over fifty thousand dollars, 
and this immense sum he gave in charity to educate 
and clothe the poor^ to buijd schools, or to lift the 
burden of debt from charitable institutions. Ilis heart 
was in his work. He would not allow one penny of 
the proceeds of his lectures to be diverted from the 
sweet uses of charity for his traveling expenses, but 
in every instance, wherever he went to lecture, he 
insisted on paying his railroad faro, and hotel bills, out 
of his own pocket. 

Bagonal, the London traducer of the American 
Irish, with unblushing mendacity, classes John Kelly 
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m a leader of ^ tkoulder-hitters and baUot-ctoffera," 
and ignorantly aociues liiin of being an enemy of Irish 
coloniaatioii in the West The simple truth is that 
Kelly is one of the originators and primo leaders in 
the movement to get poor emigrants ont of the ovor^ 
crowded Eastern cities^ and has contributed thousands 
of doHars to make their colonisation in the West a 
sucoeM. 

Dr. Ireland, Bishop of St. Panl, Minnesota, one of the 
great pioneers in tliis benign scbome, while speaking 
kindly of Mr. Bagenal in a letter to the present writer, 
•till shows how erroneons he is in his strictures upon 
Mr. Kelly. The Bishop's comment upon Bagenal, 
fa as follows : ** He is mistaken, of course, in his ro- 
marks about Mr. John Kelly. But I do not think he 
will be sorry to be set right. He mixes up Mr. Kelly 
with the average politicians of New York — not know- 
ing, as I know, Mr. Kelly's exceptional qualities, his 
aterling honesty, his true love for his fellow-Irishmen, 
and his general nobility of character.'' («) 

When he retired from politics in 186S, Mr. Kelly 
had resolved to enter upon tliat field no more. Chas- 
tened by domestic affliction, and loss of health, the 
plan of his life was changed. Public station liad lost 
its eharm for him. To feed the hungry, clothe the 
naked, and open the doors of collq;es, or advanced 
adioola, to those whose talents were good, but who 

10 ExtfMl fkwi a reseat ]eCt«r of Bidiop Ireland to the Mitbor. 
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were too poor to gain admittance, these things afforded 
to him his greatest pleasure. He sought out the com- 
panionship of holy men, and of holy books. Thomas- 
a-Kompis became his vade fnecum. He took more 
delight in the pages of the Following of Christ than 
he had ever knoMrn in tlie conflicts of politics, either 
in the halls of Congress or the city of New York. It 
was not altogether surprising, therefore, that people^s 
conjectures should consign him to the prospective 
seclusion of a monastery, and that rumors to that 
effect should have gained circulation. The JVeto 
York TimeSj on one occasion, shortly after Mr. Kelly's 
second marriage, made editorial reference to these 
rumors, and spoke of him as that remarkable indi* 
vidual who had escaped being a monk at Home, in 
order to become the nephew of a Cardinal in America. 
These revelations of the inner life of John Kelly are 
not laid before the public without a great deal of re- 
luctance. Some inay diink it were better to keep 
them back until after his death, and the writer knows 
perfectly well tliat no one else would prohibit their 
publication at any time, or under any conceivable cir- 
cumstances more sternly than John Kelly himself. 
But these pages have been written without consulta- 
tion with any human being in the world, and recol- 
lecting the unparalleled and shameful abuse which 
this man has been subjected to for doing his duty as 
Ood has given him to see it, the writer is resolved to 
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tell die tnith abont him, and let the nnprejndieed 
reader know aomething of his real character. Indeed 
hardlj a tithe of those charities and good works of 
John Kdly which are within the personal knowledge 
of the present writer, have been mentioned in these 
pages. During the war for the Union, especially, 
were the kindly impulses of his nature displayed. He 
went abont among the hospitals visiting and cheering 
the sick and despondent, supplying articles for their 
relief and money for their wants, and doing what he 
could for the wonnded. He did not confine these 
ministrations to the hospitals in New York, but went 
to Washington and got a pass from Edwin M. SUnton, 
Secretary of War, whom he had known well in former 
years, to visit the Army of the Potomac, and particu- 
larly the camp hospitals. Thither he repaired, and 
extended his aid not only to New York soldiers but to 
those of other States, with characteristic zeal and 
liberality. A letter was published in the New York 
Warldj November 1st, 1875, from Mr. James Mur- 
phy, in whidi reference is made to one of Mr. Kelly^s 
visits to the army in Virginia. 

"I well recollect," said the writer, "that thirteen 
years ago^ when I was a soldier in the Second Army 
Corps of the Army of the Potomac, and stationed at 
Stafford Heif^tSy Yiiginia, oppositj Fredcricksbuig, I 
liad the pleasure of meeting Mr. John Kelly. His 
mianoo was one of the noblest that man ever followed. 
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He was going round from hospital to hospital, and from 
tent to tent, visiting the sick and wounded of the poor 
and neglected soldiers of the New York regiments, to 
see to tlieir wants, and alleviate their sufferings as much 
as lay within his power, and questioning them as to their 
treatment as compared witli the treatment of the 
soldiers of other States.^' Many persons in tlie border 
States, as those adjoining the scene of military opera- 
tions were called, who were guilty of no disloyal acts, 
were nevertheless made victims of spies and detectives, 
and they and tlieir &milies suffered great hardships. 
One of these was Mr. John Henry Waring, a promi- 
nent and wealthy citizen of Prince George's County, 
Maryland, whose property was confiscated, whose 
large family, mostly ladies, were banished, and who 
was himself imprisoned for the war in Fort Delaware. 
This was the work of Baker, the notorious detective, 
and a more cruel persecution hardly occurred during 
the war. Mr. Kelly. was appealed to on behalf of Mr. 
Waring, and after he was satisfied that injustice had 
been done to that excellent citizen, he went to Wash- 
ington and saw Mr. Lincoln, and Secretaries Stanton 
and Montgomery Blair, on behalf of the Waring 
family and estate. But Baker had poisoned the mind 
of Stanton against the Warings, and, notwithstanding 
the Secretary's regard for Mr. Kelly, he refused the 
clemency that was asked. Mr. Kelly returned to 
New York, and enlisted in Mr. Waring's favor the * 
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powerfnl cooperation of Governor Morgan, Arch- 
iHBhop HngbeSy Thnrlow Weed, James T. Bradj, and 
about fifty other leading men, and, thus strengthened, 
he renewed the appeal for jnstioe and executive clem- 
encj. Postmaster General Blair had become warmly 
interested in the case, and to him Mr. Kelly confided 
the petition of the citizens of New York named above, 
and Mr. Blair in conjunction with Mr. Kelly ceased 
not to press tiie case until Mr. Waring was liberated, 
his family were recalled from banishment, and liis 
beautiful home and plantation on the Patuxent river 
were restored to him. 

Mr. Kdly returned from Europe in the'fall of 1871, 
much improved in health, but not yet restored to his 
<dd vigor. The present writer gave to Mr. J. £. Mal- 
let, of Washington, D. C, who was going to Europe, 
a letter of introduction to Mr. Kelly, while the latter 
was abroad* Although they were near each other 
several times in Europe, Mr. Mallet did not become 
acquainted with Mr. Kelly until they accidentally met 
on the same steamship, the JiepMicj in returning to 
In a letter published in the Baltimore 



Oatholic Jfirrar^ Mr. Mallet gave an interesting 
account of this voyage, and of the amusements impro- 
vised oo shipboard. ** One evening,'' said he, " we 
oiganixed a musical and literary entertainment. The 
diairman made a speech, a lady played a fine musical 
^eompositioQ, a genUeman gave a recitation, a young 
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bride sang a beautiful ballad, Hon. John Kelly, of 
New York, sang in excellent style an amusing Irish 
song, then a duet was sung by two ladies, some 
one sang a French song, Father Shcehy sang an 
Irish ballad on St. Patrick, and the entertainment 
concluded, and tiie assemblage dispersed during the 
reading by tiie Rev. Dr. Amot, of one of his old 
sermons." 

** A valued friend had given me a letter of intro- 
duction to Mr. Kelly, to present in France or Switzer- 
land, but I met that gentleman only on the wharf at 
Liverpool, and then almost accidentally. Mr. Kelly 
has travelled throughout Europe and the Holy Land, 
and is one of the most interesting travelling compan- 
ions whom I have ever met. I was particularly 
pleased with his manner of presenting the true history 
of, and reasons for certain religious and national prac- 
tices in Ireland and Italy, in opposition to the tiieories 
and suppositions of certain of our fellow-voyagers, 
who ignorantly calumniated tiie one, and ridiculed the 
other." 

During the three years of Mr. Kelly's absence in 
Europe, New York had been given over to every form 
of official rascality and plunder. No sooner had he 
reached the city than he was besieged by leading citi- 
zens, such as Mr. Tilden, Mr. Schell, Mr. Hewitt, Mr< 
Belmont, Mr. Chanler, Mr. Clark, Mr. Green and 
others, all of whom urged him to take the lead in a 
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moTement for the overthrow of the Tweed Ring. To 
each one of these gentlemen he said that it was not in 
accord with the plan of life which he had marked ont 
for himself for the futnre, to re-enter the field of active 
politics. Bnt his friends rcdonblcil their importnni- 
ties. Tliey told him there was no other man in New 
York, scarcely one in the United States, so well fitted 
as himself to head such a movement, and that in the 
lifetime of bnt very few persons did so grand an 
opportunity offer itself to serve the people as that 
which now awaited him. His friends finally prevailed, 
his private plans were changed, and[his memorable re- 
appearance in New York politics occnrrcd in the year 
1872.7 ** My health remains abont the same as when I 
saw yon/* said Mr. Eelly, in 1872, in a letter to tlie 
present writer. *^ I was compelled to take part, for the 
reason that my old associates wonld not take No for 
answer. My active participation has not helped me 
mach in point of health, nor does it seem possible for 
me to live in New York without being more or less 
mixed up in politics." In an interview pnblished in 
the New York World, October 18, 1876, Mr. Kelly 
explained more fully how he was indnced to return to 
politics. Details omitted, the salient points of that 
interview were as follows: *' When\^I returned from 
Europe in the fall of 187ljit was my intention to have 
nothing to do with, politics at all. I had been sorely 
afflicted by the loss of my family, and I wanted to 
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spend the rest of my life as a private business man. I 
was met by a number of leading men, who told me 
that during my absence the Democratic party in the 
city had become utterly demoralized, and that the 
Grant Republicans, taking advantage of this state of 
affairs, had come into full possession in this great 
Democratic city, and they b^ged me to assume an 
active part I had hundreds of the leading men in 
the city here at my house, asking me to take hold and 
help them up. After nmch importunity, I consented, 
and threw my whole heart into the work. I suppose 
I have some foresight. I think I generally see things 
pretty clearly, and this is probably why they trust to 
my judgment Whenever I fail to win their confi- 
dence it will be an easy matter for them to dispense 
with me. I am not commissioned as a leader by any 
constituted authority. But as what power and in- 
fluence I have depend entirely upon the good will and 
confidence of the people who choose to recognize me 
as a leader, and listen to my advice, I am wholly in 
their hands, and they can keep me or reject me any 
day.** 

Mr. Kelly's part in public affairs prior to 1872 had 
been creditable and marked by ability, but there were 
other public men who, in like circumstances, had 
attained equal or greater distinction. In the year 
1872 he was called upon to prove whether he was 
endowed with that highest of all the gifts of Heaven, 
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the cftpwaty to lend men in » enpreino omergeiK^, and 
it k not the Ungnage of oology to eny tlist lie dis- 
pUyed oonniinmate ability as sticli a leader; and that 
hit coarage, eoolnees and good jndgmcnt oiabled htm 
to achieve resnlts which no other citizen of New York, 
wiUi similar resonrces at command, and tiqiilsr 
obitaclM in bit way, ronld have accomplished. 

In a dty of a million inliabitanta, where a Govern* 
ment had prevailed for years, nich as disgraced Rome 
ID the days of Caligula, when the tyrant made his 
horse a Boman Consul ; en* in the epoch from Tiberias 
to Kero, when folly, crime and profligacy ran riot in 
all departments of the Empire, such as Tadtns de- 
scribes BO vividly in the Annals, and in tJie immortal 
Life of Agricola ; in snch a state of affairs it was an 
enonnons task for Jolin Kelly to head a siiccesBfol 
movement against a Ring intrenclied in office, with 
millions of stolen money at command, and backed ap 
by a pnrcbased Legislatoro. This task he undertook 
and acoompliehed, and hirt^ry will record the fact on 
its imperishable page thu^tbe gallant- attack npon the 
Ring in the Conrte and L^'slatnre, by Charles O'Conor 
and Samuel J. Tilden,wae not crowned with final sno- 
oess nntil John Kelly carried the war into Tammany 
Hall, and drove the Ring politicians from its portals.~\ 
O'Conor and Tilden scotched the snake in 1871, 
and John Kelly killed it in 1873. Tammany Hall, 
the cradle of American Democracy, whose patriotic 
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Sachems in the year 1819 were addressed in a eiXMxh 
liy Andrew Jackson, (a) and in long friendly letters, at 
the same period by Thomas Jefferson, the elder Adams, 
and James Madison, <^) was rcscocil from disgrace and 
placed again in control of honest men in 1S73 by John 
Kelly. Not only the political organization, hnt the 
Tammany Society was wrested from the control of the 
Ring. No political contest in the history of the city 
of New York was m9re stnbbomly fonght on both 
sides, or has been foIIowe<l by happier resnlts to the 
people at large. If great pnblic service entitles a man 
to rank among the worthies of the Repnblic, John 
Kelly won that title when he succeeded in expelling 
the Bing men from Tammany Hall. His victory 
marked an epoch. The Board of Sachems of the 
Tammany Society for 1871, and the Board for 1878 
tell the story of this great revolution : 



1871. 

Grand Saekem : 

William M. Tweed. 

Sachems : 

Richard B. Connollt, 
Peter B. Sweert, 
A. Oakbt Hall, 
Joseph Dowliro, 
Samuel B. Qarvir, 

ETC. 



1872. 
Grand Sacktm : 

Augustus Schell. 

Sachems : 
Charles O'Coror, 
Samuel J. Tilder, 
John Kellt, 
Horatio Seymour, 
Sarford E. Church, 
August Belmort, 
Abram S. Hewitt, 



ETC. 

(a) Niles's Register, Vol. 16, p. 28. 
(») Niles's Register, Vol. 17, pp. 887-a 
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On the retirement of Mr. Belmont from the Cliair> 
inaoship of the National Democratic Committee, in 
1S7S, that distinjrnishcd poeition was tendered to Hr. 
Kellj at the meeting of the National Convention in 
Ilaltimore. Bat domestic affliction had again visited 
him abont tliat time, in the death in New York of 
hia onlj aarriving daughter, his elder daughter hav- 
ing died aome time before in a city in Spain, where 
her father bad taken her in a vain pnrsnit of health. 
Caat down bj these afflictions, Mr. Kclljr declined the 
Cluunnanship of tlie National Committee of his |>art}'. 
but snggested hia old friend Mr. Schell, who was 
elected Chairman. «Who is John Kelly t" asked 
come of the jonnger delegates at Baltimore, when 
they heard his name mentioned as their first choice by 
the New York del^i^tion. They were informed by 
Mr. Schell that Mr. Kelly waa detained at home in 
the bonae of mourning, bnt that he was a great leader 
in New York pditics, and a tme patriot in public life; 
and that be bad eat in Congress liefore many of those 
young men were well out of the nursery. 

It waa abont this time that tlie Committee of Sev- 
enty aet out to reform the' city government, but those 
worthy old gentlemen soon became engaged in an 
amnnng aenunUe for office, and beyond putting their 
ebainnan. General Diz, in the Oovemor's chair, and 
another of their number, Mr. Havemeyer, in that of 
Mayo^ltbcj did not set the river on fire, nor perform 
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any of the twelve labors of Hercules. jAs soon as the 
Committee of Seventy became known as office-seekers* 
their nsefnlncss was at a» end!) John Kelly sought no 
office, for he had to tight a battle with office-holders, 
then a synonym for corruptionists, and he appreciated 
the magnitude of the stmggle more correctly than to 
leave it in anybody's power to say that the Ring men 
and the Reform element, the latter marshalled by 
Tilden and himself, were fighting over tiio offices. A 
mere scramble for office l«tween the Ins and Outs is 
always a vulgar thing. When they became place- 
hunters, the Committee of Seventy ceased to be re- 
formers. Kelly, with better statcsmansliip, sought 
no office, and would accept none. When every other 
event in his life has been forgotten, his memorable 
battle in the C onntr Conventio n pf 1$72 wiU still 
be remembered. A fiercer one was never fought 
in American politics. [To employ ihe words of Mr. 
Tilden, in his history of the overUirow of the Tam- 
many Ring, Kelly had to confront on tliat occasion, 
"an organization whidi held the influence grow- 
ing out of the employment of twelve thousand 
persons, and the disbursement of thirty millions a 
year; which had possession of all tlie machinery of 
local government, dominated the judicUiy and police, 
and swayed the officers of election.'' (•) J 
[Hany Genet was leader of tlie Ring men in the 

(•) Ufe of 8. J. Tilden, by T. P. Cook, p. 1». — 
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Conveotion/] Prize-fighters and lieelers swarmed 
upon the floor; and whenrSainiiel B. Garvin was 
again placed in nomination for l)istrict- Attorney]! the 
fighters and heelers roared themselves hoarse with 
applause. Mr. Kelly took the floor to opi)ose Garvin, 
when he was interrupted by Genet. He replied to 
the latter in scathing language, arraigned him and 
Garvin with the utmost severity, and although hissed 
by the hirelings of the King, and interrupted by 
▼olleys of oaths, John Kelly kept the mob in suffi- 
cient restraint until he caught the eye of the chair- 
man, and moved an adjournment to 3 o'clock the 
next day. JMr. Schell, who was in the chair, put 
the motion to adjourn, and it was carried, in spite of 
the protests of the mob J 

[The next day the same emissaries of the King were 
there to overwhelm the Convention again, but this 
time Kelly was prepared for them. lie had a force 
stationed at the doors of Tammany Hall, and no man, 
not adelegate to the Convention, and not provided with 
a delegate's ticket, was allowed to enter the building. 
The police and city authorities were on the side of the 
desperadoes, but no policeman was allowed inside the 
premises. J This bold stand of Mr. Kelly had the de- 
aired eflfoet By his personal intrepidity, and readiness 
to resist attack, he cowed the rowdies, and no others 
bat del^iates got into the Convention, ^arvin was 
defeated, and Charles Donohue was nominated for 



District-Attorney. Abram R; Lawrence was nomi- 
nated for Mayor. It was in that day's struggle that 
the backbone of the Ring was broken, and it ceased to 
be a compact organization, and melted away after that 
day's def eaQ Ilavemeyer of thcCorninittee of Seventy 
was elec ted Mayo r, with Lawrence a close seccMul, and 
Wen a bad thirrl. Phelps beat Donohnc for Dis- 
trict-Attorney. But Reformed Tammany, in spite of 
predictions to the contrary, polled a 6uq>rising]y large 
vote, and although it did not elect, it was a vote of 
confidence in John Kelly, and discerning men saw 
that the future belonged to the old orjjanization. Mr. 
Ilavemeyer, who had liecn an excellent Mayor in early 
life, now proved a failure. His defiance of the Supreme 
Court in the case of Police Commissioners Charlick and 
Gardner raised a storm of indignation about his head, 
and led to his reprimand by Governor Dix, who threat- 
ened his removal from ofiice. Charlick and Gardner 
had l)ecn indicted for a violation of the election laws, 
and Mr. Kelly was very active in bringing on their 
trial. They were convicted by the Jury, and sentenced 
TJyJudge Brady to pay a fine of $250 each, but con- 
viction carried with it a still severer penalty, forfeiture 
of their offices and disability to fill them by reappoint- 
ment. The Mayor's attempt to reappoint them was 
an act of surprising folly, but when the Governor's 
reprimand reached him, with the statement that his 
age, and near completion of his term of office, alono 
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saTed him from removal for contumacy. Major Hare- 
meyer*B rage vented itself in an extravagantly abasive 
attack OD John Kelly. He^held Mr^Eelly responsiblQ 
for the tri jLfllCh arlick and Gardner^^and after astound- 
ing the community by defying the Supreme Court 
with a vain attempt to re-instate the guilty officials, 
be brought the matter to an impotent conclusion by 
pouring out a torrent of abuse upon John Kelly, and 
assailing his record for honesty when he was Sheriff of 
Kew York. During all the long years whicli had 
ehipsed since Mr. Kelly had held that office, not one 
syllable had ever been uttered derogatory to his exalted 
character for honesty as Sheriff, until Mayor Ilave- 
meyer made his reckless charges. Smarting under a 
aense of humiliation after the Gardner-Charlick fiasco, 
the Mayor allowed bad temper to get the mastery of 
his judgment, and the explosion of wrath against Mr. 
Kelly followed. The animus of the attack was per- 
fectly apparent on its fiice, and the good sense of the 
people was not imposed upon by the revengeful 
ebullitions of the angry old gentleman. Mr. Kelly 
promptly instituted a suit for damages, but on the 
very day the trial began, by a remarkable coincidence* 
Mayor Havemeyer, stricken by apoplexy, fell dead in 
his office. The passionate events of the moment 
were foigotten, and a sense of sorrow pervaded the 
eommimi^. Mr. Havemeyer's long and honorable. 
care^ was remembered, and the unfortunate passage 



in his last days was generally, and justly imputed 
to the misguided counsels of his friends. 

[The Tammany Democrats were completely victori* 
ous at the election of 1873. Those able lawyers, 
Cluirlcs Donohue and Abram IL Lawrence, were 
elected to the Supreme Court. The late William 
Walsli and the late Wm. C. Connor, both excellent 
men, were elected County Clerk and Sheriff. Again, 
in 1874, victory perched on the standards of Mr. 
Kelly. Tin's time its dimensions were larger. In 
addition to a Mayor (Mr. Wickham), and other city 
officers, a Governor (Mr. Tilden), and other State offi- 
cers, were chosen by overwhelming Democratic nia* 
joritiesT] 

Mr. Kelly had been tlie first man to suggest Mr. 
Tildcn's nomination for Governor. . Ilis splendid scr- ' 
vices in the war on the King pointed him out as the 
fit candidate of his party. Tired out, after his long 
kibors, Mr. Tilden, in 1874, went to Europe to enjoy 
the first holiday he had allowed himself for years 
But such was his confidence in the judgment of Mr. 
Kelly, that a cable message from that friend was 
sufficient to cause him to cancel his engagements in 
Europe, give up his tour, and take passage in the 
first steamer for New York. The Canal Ring was in 
motion against Tilden's nomination, and Kelly, who 
had found this out, thought tliere was no time for 
delay. Tilden at first expressed disinclination for the 
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oflke, bot the Tammanjr Chief bad set his heart on hit 
nomioatioOy and the autlior of these pages has heard 
Mr. Tilden saj that Mr. Kell j's persistency finally con- 
trolled his decision, and won his acquiescence. One 
of the leading delegates to the Convention of 1874 
w«s Mr. William Porcell, editor of the Rochuter 
Uni4m. "* To John Kelly/' said Purcell editorially, 
ahortly after the election, '^more than any other 
man does Governor Tilden owe his nomination and 
his mmjority at the election, (rovemor Tilden was 
persiMially present at the nominating ooavention, in 
dose counsel with Mr. Kelly, than whom ho lauded 
no man higher for his personal honesty, his political 
integrity, and his parity of porpoae.'' 

Mr. Tilden was a constant visitor at Mr. Kelly's hoose 
during this period, and no two men could have evinced 
more respect and friendship for each other. I The last 
time Mr. Tilden attended a meeting in Tammany Ilall 
was at the election of Sachems on the third Monday of 
Aprily 1874. The late Matthew T. Brennan and 
otbeiB ran an opposition or anti-Kelly ticket, and so 
anzioas was Mr. Tilden for Uie defeat of this move- 
ment that he came down to the Wigwam, and took 
an active part in favor of the r^lar ticket. He sat 
with Mr. Kellxl and when the result was announced 
warmly coogratolated him upon the victory. 

In the latter part of January, 1875, a few weeks 
after Mr. Tilden's inauguration as Governor, the author 
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spent a morning at his residence in Oramercy Park, 
and there mot cx-Govcmor Seymour and Mr. Kelly, 
in company with Gbvomor Tilden. The conversa- 
tion of these three distinguished men, in the abandon 
of social interconi'se around the heartlistone of Ora- 
mercy Park, was very agreeable and entertaining. The 
author Avas an attentive listener and observer, and 
afterwards, on the same day, wrote out in his diary 
his impressions of these tliree celebrated New Yorkers. 
Altliongh ten years have elapsed since those impres- 
sions were written, they are iiere reproduced in the 
exact words in which they were then put down in the 
diary, without the alteration of a single sentence : 

[Conversed with Messieurs Seymour, Tilden and 
Kelly at 15 Oramercy Park to-day. Big fellows all 
of them, but entirely distinct types. Let me see if 
I can depict them. 

Iloratio Seymour is a man >vell advanced in life, 
tall| well-shaped, though rather spare in build, with a 
beaming open countenance, a bright speaking eye, 
expressive moutli 'and a large noee. The marks and 
hues of the face and forehead are deep and strong. 
His language is quite Saxon in its selection and char- 
acter, words of one or two syllables prevailing. His 
expression of thought was clear enough to be taken 
down by a stenograi)her as prepared utterances. His 
range of subjects is laige, and his treatment of each 
ready and versatile. It is conversation all the timoi 
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not platform or stump^pcaking. The fault with him 
seems to be one which any person of sucli eminent 
parts might be liable to— it is an occasional tendency 
to diffusion, a Narcissus-like disposition to dwell on 
the shadow mirrored in the wave ; not vanity, but an 
introspective phiy of thought. His mental l)ent is 
speculative, which perhaps accounte for his sometimes 
presenting a thought under a great variety of aspects. 
He throws out an opinion, and follows it up by a pro- 
fusion of suggestive considerations. Instead, however, 
of pausing after the stroke was dealt, he would now 
and ajnin keep on elaborating his points until ibe 
conversation began to expand into a disquisition. The 
key remained conversational still, while the range was 
widening. But let an interruption occur, and the 
ex-Oovemor knew how to conclude with a hasty 
stroke or two. His descriptive power is good, but 
not so good as his reach and closeness of observation 
into general principles, and his capacity to grasp and 
develop causes and effects. He is more of a philoso- 
pher than a delineator, and has humor too, which 
draws the laugh at wilL 

Governor Tilden is a spare, closenrnt man, of rather 
a nautical appearance. You might mistake him in a 
crowd for a weather-beaten old ter retired from the 
deck of a man-of-war, to enjoy a little needed repose. 
His movemente and quiet speech suggest the idea to a 
sthmger of a cold, formal, negative man, reticent, 









receptive, and not easily to be enlisted in ordinary 
matters. Five minutes conversation with him will 
suffice to upset such an opinion. First you will most 
probably be struck with his eyes, which have an indefin- 
able expression. It would be spectral, if it were not 
now melancholy, and again indicative of a womanly 
tenderness. There is a peculiar play in them which 
expresses a great deal. His voice is low, and one 
might suppose, till he begins to converse, that he is a 
better listener than talker. The forehead is gnarled 
and concentrated, and on phrenological principles 
would not indicate a marked presence of the intellect- 
ual faculties, considered by itsi * *; but if you draw 
an imaginary line from the tip of the ears across the 
head, it is evident that the brain power from the 
brows to this line is proportionately very large, and 
phrenologically very strong. His nose is a decided 
aquiline, the mouth full but compressed, and the chin 
prominent, and indicative of a marked preponderance 
of the vital forces. His conversation is more nervous 
than Seymour^s, but not so copious. He seems better 
pleased with the suggestion than elaboration of ideas. 
He can, however, when you don't want to talk but to 
listen, throw an analytical strength into his expressions 
which sustains his reputation for sagacity and vigor. 
Governor Tilden is classical in diction. The right word 
is used all the time, although not a shadow of art is per- 
ceptible in the language. He seems bent on convinc- 
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ing jon by what lie htm t<> say, and not by his manner 
of saying it Ills method of reasoning is logical 
and exhaustive, and yet it is analytical and not synthe- 
tical. lie leaves his listener to draw conclusions. lie 
is less given to generalization than to subtle methods 
of mastering subjects. He has a quiet way of talking, 
and of saying trenchant, sententious things. Oovemor 
Tildcn strikes mc as a man who would be very slow to 
gain popularity by dash of manners or exterior con- 
duct, but as liaving grit in him, and a genius for- 
aooomplishing what he undertakes. He is already 
named in several quarters as a prominent Democratic 
candiilate for the next Presidency. 

John Kelly, leader of Tammany Hall, remains to be 
described. He is a very different man from Seymour 
or Tilden. An English traveler once heard Daniel 
Webster on the stump in an interior New England 
town. As he gazed at ^* Black Dan " with his massy 
brows playing with ponderous thought, and his great 
arm and big body swaying back and fortli in obedience 
to tlie ideas he was expressing, the first impression of 
the Englishman was : '^ Why this man Webster, with 
bis herculean frame and sledge-hammer fist, would 
have proved the most formidable gladiator that ever en- 
tered the arena — if Providence had not given him a still 
bigger head than body. Ho is a magnificent creature 
as an animal, but a still more magnificent 
Kelly answers this description. The New 



man.' 

« 



York Herald once compared him to General Grant on 
account of his quiet manners and reticence. Ho 
stands two or three inches under six feet, wei^rhs about 
two hundred and thirty or forty pounds, is active and 
firm in step and movement, and from liis leonine aspect 
must be the envy of those who delight in the manly art of 
self-defence. His forehead is massive and broad, with a 
wealth of phrenological development; over his physi- 
ognomy- arc thu lines of decision and benevolence of 
character. The under jaw is large and firmly set, im- 
parting to his face an air of command and resolution. 
In conversation he is modest and direct, and seldom 
speaks of himself. That he is a man of action is at 
once revealed to the observer. He lias humor and a 
keen appreciation of the amnsing side of human nature. 
His manners are quiet and frank, but underneath there 
is discernible a cool and commanding spirit. A min- 
gled air of hanhammie and sternness proclaims to all that 
ho knows how to command obedience as well as respect, 
and if once fairly aroused no man can confront an 
enemy with sterner mien, or more annihilation in his 
glance. Those who have seen him in stormy public 
place, where such qualities alone avail, have often wit- 
nessed this quiet man's transformation into the fiery 
ruler of his fellows. «»] 

The extraordinary victories of the Tammany Demoo- 
raqr for several years after Mr. Kelly became its leader, 

(•) Eztnct from Aathor's Diar/ for 1875. 
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!i toSti though Ae.«oce«ful leader had enem.e. m 
Pn^'^house Sqo^e. Perhaps the editors thought 
S^ Zuld tovJ been consulted mon» frequenUy m 
^4t nominations and other matters, and perhaps 
^tl nu.de a mistake in not oftener seekmg the.r 
^:^M all erenU, an animated newspaper fi« was 
rprin.nhimin.^^n....^^^ 

W »" 3ed U.eir exp««ions after elec.on, a^d 
^ begun again to speak handsomely of him one 
•^.r r^-ed that ^- Kenywas^ven^^^^ 
CkrrPL a lineal successor to iweea, im^^ 
2^' ofTweedism. But it was all only a custom 
tTTcountry at elections, and not an expression o 
t\ditoriarLnscience. ^o man occupymg a h^g^ 

„Uce erer e«»pe. these fosilUdes ; John Kelly formed 
place ever w^i-^ ^^ election 

of that year ihe Tammany ticket was oaai/ 

rt^ng to these denunciations against the Tammany 

^Si. Abram S. Hewitt, then Chairman of ^e 

^^ICommittecof the Tammany Democra^,-«Je 

r^ October 80, 187^in the course of wh.ch he 

l^ihe Msertion that John Kelly is a dictator is an 
iLt to Tammany and it. memben. ^U or^.- 
«tioo. mnrt bare leader^ and no one but John Kelly 
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could have done the work that ho has performed. The 
city of New York owes to that calumniated man 
honors that statues could not adequately pay. Tliere 
la no desire in John Kelly^s breast so strong as to be 
relieved from his present onerous ixisition ; but if some 
one of respectability was not found to do such labors, 
the city of New York would be soon as uninhabitable 
as a den of wild beasts." (cH 

One of the shrewdest political observers who has 
figured during recent years in New York politicSi was 
the late (Hugh J. Hastings, editor of the Commercial 
Advertiser. As a Bepublican he was opposed to 
DemocratS| but he had the blunt candor to speak of 
John Kelly in the following manner : *] 

^* On the ruins of Tweed rose Kelly, of Tammany 
Hall, and Tilden, Hewitt, and Cooper joined his Court, 
and were numbered among his legions. Under Kelly 
the condition of society has improved in the city, and 
we might add the municipal government,— all know 



there was great room for improvement I Kelly has 
ruled the fierce Democracy in such a manner that life 
and property are comparatively safe. It is a fearful 
responsibility to hold this wild element in check.*] 
Beasts of burden may easily be managed by a new 
master. But will the wild ass submit to the bonds t 
Will the unicorn serve and abide his crib t Will the 
leviathan hold out his nostrils, to the hookt The 

(•) New York BltrM, October 81, 1876. 
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nnythologicd conqneror of tbe East, ^^/^^^^ 
KnenU reduced wild bc«rt. to tbe tamcne- of domestic 
ctUe. .nd who han.e«edlion.«dtige«toh»chimot^ 
i. bat an imperfect type of the man who c«. control 
1 wild. whUkey^rinking and iie«e ^^^^^ 
,p the worrt element, of thi. great city^ It reqnm* 
. g«at man to .Und between the City Tre.««y »<» 

rj:r:s;:err.T;n'^we-.ae^^^ 

Kelly, and where i« tlie man to sncceed lum I o 
""t; .pirit of facUon. the co«e of New York poh.« 
fiom the beginning of the century, wa. agam d«toc^ 
,„g the Democratic party, ^ew York and^bany 
« natural political antagoniata, a. were Carthage and 

TLoine of old* , ^o ,n 

The Conatitutional Convention, of 1821 and IWO 
br enlarging the eleotiTe feature, of government, had 
laty^W New York, and greatly dim.mshe< 
STpower of the Albany Regency, bnt thelove of power 
i. inured In man. and .pecial l«IPf --^^-^^^^ 
coital rtill bold, the giant metropolu u. pohUcal lead- 
inc rtrin«. DnHng Mr. Tildeu'. administration a. 
'Z::Z^ «d hU old fHend Mr. Kelly became in- 
^Ted in unfortunate difference, a. leader, of rival 
wi«« of the D«nocratic party of tiie Sute. It were 
:Z h-e to r^^pitnlate the .tory of thi. di«.trou. 

, « 2r«t r«* Omm^i'f AdrntiHT. STmber M. 1878- 



breach between two etateemen who had done so mocb 
when acting together to pnrify the public service ; ,each 
occupying the place he held at the wish, and bj the 
]K>wcrf ul assistance of the other ; Kelly in Taniinany 
flt TildenV urgent request, and Tilden called back from 
Earo{)e by a cable dispatch from Kelly to rtm for 
Oovemor of New York. It were worse than useless 
to revive the bitter memories of the strife. Let them 
be buried in oblivion. A few weeks before the St. 
Louis Convention in 1876, Mr. Tilden called upon Mr. 
Kelly, and talked over old times. Before leaving, tbe 
Oovemor humorously remarked : 

*' Now John, you are my sponsor, or political god- 
father. You found me not inclined to take anv office 
two years ago, and you insisted that I should take the 
nomination for Grovemor. No matter what differences 
may have arisen since, remember John, you are my 
sponsor.^ Mr. Kelly smiled, but was non-committal. 
But that visit, and graceful reminiscence of a happier 
day in their political lives did its work well. Let 
the brilliant Philadelphia editor, Alexander McCIurei 
tell the sequel. In a letter to his paper from St. liouis, 
announcing Mr. Tilden's nomination for the Presi- 
dency, Mr. McClure said : 

*^The work of the Convention was then done, but 
it was electrified by the appearance on the main aisle 
of the full-moon, Irish face of John Kelly, the Anti- 
Tilden Tammany Sadiem. Thosd who hissed and 
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howled at him yesterday, now greeted liiin with thnn« 
ders of approTal, and eallod Iiiin to the platform. 
When he appeared there a whisper coold have been 
heard in any part of the Iiall| and when he gave in his 
adhesion to Tildcn and Hendricks, and pledged ]iis 
best efforts for their election, ho was crowned and wel- 
comed as the returning prodigal of the honseliold." («) 

Right nobly did John Kelly keep that pledge. 
Botherfoid B. Hayes came in from the rtiral districts 
of New York 30,000 ahead of Samuel J. Tilden. 
When he reached the Harlem Kiver ho fonnd that 
Tammany Hall had given Mr. Tilden 54,000 majority 
in the city of New York, and had wrested the Empire 
State from the Republicans. President-elect Tilden 
sent a message of congratulation on that memorable 
dection night to John Kelly, and his warmest saluta- 
tions to tlie invincible tribe of Saint Tammany, as 
** the right wing of the Democratic Army." 

By changing dates and names, it will be found 
that Mr. Kelly's services in the Cleveland campaign 
of 1884 were an exact repetition of his services 
in 1876. He gave the same loyal support to Orovcr 
Cleveland that he liad given to Samuel J. Tilden. 
He held his forces in hand magnificently, and if 
the high honor may be attributed to any one man 
of carrying New York through the most desperate 
eonfliet ever waged within her borders, safely 

(^PkihddfkiM Timea, Jum 80. 187S. 
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out of the very jaws of defeat, to the Democratic 
column, that honor belongs to Honest John Kelly. To 
sa%o Grover Cleveland, Kelly sacrificed every man on 
his local ticket, every dear friend wlio bore the Tain- 
many standards on that eventful day, wliich decided 
the destinies of the United States for the next four 
years. 

[When John Kelly was appointed Comptroller of the 
City of New York by Mayor Wickham, in 187^ the 
debt of tho municipality wliicli liad been uniformly 
accumulating under his predecessors until it reached 
over a hundred million of dollars, was first arrestetl 
in its upward course, and brought into a lino of rapid 
reduction. Un four brief years he had reduced the debt 
8l2,000,00ojjhus justifying the encomiums of the press 
at the time of his accession to the office. The New 
York Herald of December 8, 1876, the day after his 
appointment, said editorially : 

" Mr. Kelly will make a very good Comptroller. He 
has firmness, honesty and business capacity. He is the 
right man in the right place, and a great improvement 
on Mr. Green. He will guard the treasury just as 
jealously as the present Comptroller, without being im- 
practicable, litigious and obstructive. The people of 
New York wUl be satisfied with Mr. Kelly." 

The New York World of tho same date, after dwell, 
ing editorially upon his great ability, said : 
** Mr. Kelly's honesty and integrity are unquestioned, 
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reQ bj lib bitterest political op[)ODCDt6. lie is a na- 
tive of New Toi^ city. Banning life as a meelianie, 
'^Dj his eneigjr and industry be very soon made himself 
^ mannfadnrer and a merchant. He sat for one term 
In the Board of Aldermen, and was twice elected to 
Congress. At Washington ho handled questions of 
national importance with ability and decorum, and by 
the force of his native good sense soon took rank above 
many men who had more experience than he in the 
national coandls. He is best known to New Yorkers 
of the present day as the leader of the Tammany or- 
ganization, as the man who took hold of that ancient 
aociety after it had been deservedly defeated, disgraced 
and overthrown under the management of members ^ 
of the old Ring. He reorganized it, filled it with new * 
life, and weeded out the men who helped to bring re* 
proadi npon it. The property-holders and taxpayers 
of this city are to be congratulated that the adminis- 
tration of their financial affairs has fallen into such 
worthy hands, and wiU be entrusted to a man of Mr. 
Kelly's perspicacious brain and known probity." 

The New York 3oeni$ig Expren^ of the same date, 
r e f e r red to Ifr. Kelly's eminent fitness for the office, 
and to his services in the election of Ifr. Tilden to the 
Preaidenqr, and said, editorially : ** Speaking in a po- 
litical sense only, Ifr. Kelly has well earned this office, 
and even a higher one, for to him more than any other 
man •!• the credit due for the immense Democratic 
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majority in this city, wiiicli gave tlie state to Governor 
Tilden.'' 

TheNew York^im,of tliesamedate,said editorially: 
" Mr. Kelly is an honest and capable man, wilh'iig 
to do a great deal of hard work, well fitted to look 
after the imporUnt and varied business of hie office, 
and the financial interests of the city, lie is tlie most 
popular man of the party that governs this city, and 
stands well with the community at large. He will 
make a good Comptroller. When the nomination of 
Governor Tilden was made in St. Louis Mr. Kelly 
promised to do all in his power to insure the success 
of the people's choice. During the campaign Mr. 
Kelly's labors were arduous and continuous. He gave 
time and strength and money, and even deferred his : 
marriage until the fight should be over. That Mr. 
Kelly might have secured the Mayoralty or any other 
local office for himself, had he so desired, is no secret. 
Tliat he was ui^ against his will to take the Comp- 
trollership is asserted by his friends as a fact." 

An interesting event in Mr. Kelly's life is incident- 
ally alluded to by Mr. Dana in the preceding article 
from the Sun. This was his second marriage, which . 
took place on the Slst of November, 1876. His wife 
is an accomplished hdy in every sense of the word, the 
good helpmeet, such as the Scripture describes. The 
following account of the wedding is taken from the 
New York W<nid: 
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" As annonnced in Tlte Worh? ofyestenlfly, promptly 
at the hour of S in the inomiiig, the eerciu'inici^ 1>c^»n 
Ihkt were to end in the marria^ of Mr. John Kelly to 
Mies Tercea Mullen, a niece of Canlinal McClwkcy. 
Abont 7.30 the very few who were to participate in tho 
erent aeeemblcd at Cardinal McCloekcy's hon^ in 
MadieoTi avenne, where, in the private chapel of Hie 
Eminence, the marringc was to tnke place. Tliis alone 
waa I compliment of the highest order in Church cti- 
qnettc, donbtlcee owing to tho relationship of the 
bride to His Eminence. Tho little company invited 
to witness the ceremony was gathered together in the 
parlor of the mansion. The party conEifltc<l, l>csidcfl 
Mr. Kelly, of Mr. Francis D. Cleary, hrothcr-in-law of 
the bride ; Mr. Edward L. Donnelly, Colonel George 
W. Wingale, and Mr. Kelly's nephew, Hugh Kelly. 
Above stairs was assembled the bride with her two 
sinters, Mrs. Francis D. Cleary and Miss Mnllen. At 
the hour appointed the Ker. Father Farley made hie 
appearance at the parlor door, and annonnced tliat all 
WM ready. The gentlemen at once arose and proceeded 
to the chapel on the third floor, Mr. Kelly and Father 
Farley being last. On the way to the chapel Mr. Kelly 
was joined by the bride, and. arm in arm, the couplo 
•lowly passed np to the double Prie-Dieu, hctbro tho 
altar under the escort of Father Farley. Meantime 
all had taken their respective positions in the beautifnl 
little chapel, in the order pecnliar to Catholic Chnrch 



i.iFe OF J01I.V KtLLr. 



301 



e'iquette. All fcnelt in silent prayer for some f.. 
-nts, when the .enen^b.e cL'^ZTZ ™" 

ird'r'""""'""^-^'^-^-^ 
wt:i;i:E3r'"""'^''-^---'- 

-"^Fat^erFaHlyandtX^r::.?*^ 

=:^:s^dr;!r:;:r-'-- 

.-.or the Ca„lina, 4a„ ,.1:;^"^ ""J 
t'-e .ncetta, the Vic..Genc.. and F^hcr^H:" 
-^ His Eminent. The amice, a.^:^^^^^^^ 

Cardinal sad: 'JohnTTnlT^ a ™™i «ihj nio 

■<"» ro„r w„/:;;:,f '"^' '" ^°° "^^ * «»■" 

' I do.' 

dJV"" ''""^" •» '- «nd Chen* h„ „„,;, 

Tile' And 80 lilemso rowed Teres. Mnll™ . 
lo" »nd honor John Kellj- „„.i, dj '" 

the Ineehng conple, Wring fc^ „.„ .„j ™ 

crcer, ™,.re .nd eope „e„ ,.id „iee , „d m eLs 



9f9a 



UPE OP JOUif KBLLT. 



nenoe, patting on the chasnble, commenced the nnptial 
IfaaSy pro tpmrnM. The KO«|)el of the Mass is the re- 
cital of the marriage of Canaan, when Christ changed 
the water into wine. The Mass progressed slowlj to 
the commnnion, when the newlj-married received 
the Sacrament Jnst after the Paler NosUr^ the two 
kneeling on the step of the altar, II is Eminence read 
fnim tlie missal, with mitre on head, the long prayer 
imploring from God harmony and peace in the domes- 
tic relations of the newly-married, and ])raying tliat if 
God should bless them with children, they miglit be 
brooght np in the fear of the Lord. This over, the 
Mass soon ended. After the Mass the little congrega- 
tion and the clergy witlidrew, leaving the Cardinal, 
and Mr. and Mrs. Kelly together. A few kind words 
of encouragement, and advice, and congratulations were 
administered by the Cardinal ; and, while he remained 
to say a few prayers, Mr. and Mrs. Kelly joined their 
fneodsi and received their well wishes." 



In concluding this volume the author regrets that 
he has not found room for more of Mr. Kelly's 
speeches. They are all full of good sense, and occa- 
rionally thej display a high order of eloquence. The 
present jdan did not admit of their introduction. One, 
however, must be included, as it illustrates the witty 
side of his diaracter, and was spoken of by those who 
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lK>Md it „ . ,^ i,pj,j, ^,„^,.„„„, 

«« lit.? 2t:r: t '"^ "'""^ '"■» -" 

MavorOv.™ "• ""*' "o «» M"io.t Ia.1 evening. 
My" C«.p.r, .nd .h„ „«ri„g J, g S 

"«.. mo.e, ,1,. „„ p^„, ,„, '^^^ ;-^ « 

««"• Mr. Wl„«l., Keij, ,.j„„ « 

p™«d«i « u» .dddle ttUe, .„J „ ,,„ ,,^j ° 7 ■ 

" "" ,'^' """"^ ""I i>i-. CWle. J. pLe, 

Wdt P . p"' """^ ^'■«'" ''"" «»'»«' 

CMlu Dr. I«„, I. „.j.^ p„,^,,^| 

^ O^oed Fr^enek B. N„,e, Ji„e. Mlt^o"' 

COSOPIROLUtB KELLt'b SPJJECH. 

Mr. Kelly WW ve^r cordUlIjr greeted when, in an- 
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to lliat state of mind thnt I feel it' a man ia conacioiiB 
that li« is tr}-ing to do his l>«8t, na well as ho can under- 
sUiid it, lio need rare very little what may Iw said 
about liim. (ApplniiK). A man'a conscience ehonld 
at nil times bo his master. (Applause). Xo\r, I do not 
think tliat politics should bo brought into discussion 
here. Mayor Coo)K:r has a vcr^' important duty to 
j)erfortii. Probably he can hardly realize yet tha 
amount of labor lie inuBt go through, and no man can 
tell until bo gets into the Mayor's office. I snpjxMe 
our friend Ely here, when he first entered on his 
duties, considered it a light place, but ho was not there 
long before lie saw that the labor was in^mense. I do 
not mean to say that the intellectual la)>or in immense, 
but the responsibility connected witli the office. I am 
exceedingly anxious, bo far as I am concerned, that 
Mayor Cooper's administration may \>e succcBRful. 
(Loud applause.) Mayor Cooper is not tiie represent- 
ative of a party; he leaves the party l>eliind him. 
And he ondonbtedly will be successful, bccaiioe I sin- 
cerely believe that he has the fall interest of the peo- 
ple at heart, and that he will do his best to serve them. 
(Applause.) I have said so since his election, and I 
said so before his election. People have varioua 
opinione about parties. Our friend Keid here some- 
times scolds, but probably if he knew the tnith ho 
would not aay such tilings about ])ublic officers as he 
does. (Laughter.) I do not mean to sAy that he will 
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allow himself to be projndiced or biased, but he will 
get a notion in his head, and say, * That fellow is not 
doing right, and I will take him to task for it,' and 
•o he goes at it. (Laughter.) Mayor Cooper now lias 
tlie support of the press of this city, bnt he will 
probably find that before the end of his tenn the press 
will begin to find fault wiUi him. Then Mayor 
Cooper will say, * I have not done anything in particu- 
lar that I know of that they should abuse me. Danm 
the fellow ; I will go and see him.* (Great laughter.) 
I do not mean to say that Mr. Cooper will do that 
either, because he is a very sensible man, bnt I know 
tlMt our frieijd Ely did it repeatedly. (Great laughter.) 
I have often gone into his office ifter he came in in 
the morning. He had read the papers at home, and 
was full of them. Down he comes to the office, slaps 
bis liat on his head, and off he goes to the Times. The 
Times man tells him, * Well, we will look into this 
thing.' (Laughter.) He has not got a satisfactory 
answer from the Tiftie$y and off he starts for onr friend 
ct the Trilmne. Then Mr. Reid says, * Well, Mr. Ely, 
I don't know ; there are various opinions about this 
matter. I cannot give you a positive answer about 
it .1 will look into the thing, and let yon know.' 
( Laughter.) So, Ely goes the rounds. Back he comes 
disconsolate. He says, *I have seen all these fellows 
of the imss, and they are all alike, they are abusing 
me for nothing. They can't do that. I have been in 
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the leather business, and I refer them to that trade. 
Go and ask Schultz ; go and ask any fellow down in 
the Swamp whether I ever took anything that didn't 
belong to me.' (Laughter.) Then he becomes a 
jihilosophcr and says, *What is the use of talking? 
They arc only one man. Each controls his paper, and 
has individual opinions. The * boys' are with me. 
(Ix)ud laughter.) I will throw myself on the * boys.' 
(Hcnewed laughter.) *They can say what they please 
about me.' After a few days pass down he comes to 
the office again, and says, ' The Times is raising the 
devil this morning,' and so the thing goes on. 
(Laughter.) Now, gentlemen, I will say this. You 
have a very largo city. Some people in public office 
must be censured. It is necessary, probably, some- 
times that they should be, for it often has a beneficial 
effect There is a large numl)cr of people who will 
say that there has been no reform in the city govern- 
ment, and will never take the trouble to find out 
whether there is or not. During the time Mayor Ely 
has been in office great progress has been made; but I 
venture to say that, while the debt of the city has been 
reduced $6,800,000 inside of two years, by the end of 
the term of the present Mayor, if things should con- 
tinue in the same way, as there is no reason why they 
should not, you will find that the debt will have been 
reduced from $3,000,000 to $4,000,000. (Applause.) 
That will be an accomplishment of $10,000,000 inside 
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four jean. (Applaniie.) Yes ; I Tentiire to say 
^liat if I remain in office— whatever has occnrrcd, let 
^ftJiat pass ; I do not refer to it — bnt if be and I work 
%ogetlier in the interests of the citj, the debt in the 
^lext two years will be redneed $8,000,000. (Ap- 
^plantie.} I wish Mayor Cooper all the sncccss in 
public life tliat any friend of his can ^vi8h him, and I 
assure him and his friends that so far as the official 
business of this city is concerned, there will be no dis- 
agreement between ns on matters which are really in 
the interest of the people. (Long continued applanse.) 
Speeches were made daring tlie evening by Dr. 
Isaac I. Ilayes, Chaancey M. Depew, Robert 13. 
Boosevdt and Judge Noah Davis." 



As this volume goes to press Mr. Kelly, who has 
been indi8ix)8ed recently, is again recovering his 
health. His severe labors in the recent Presidential 
campaign brought on an attack of his old trouble of 
insomnia. He is now steadily improving, and rides 
hor^back for one or two hours every day. Referring ' 
to bis sickness, the New York Timea of December 12, 
18Si, contained the following remarks : 

^ The substantial shoes of Mr. John Kelly stand un- 
oceopied in Mr. Kelly's Sixty-ninth street mansion, 
and their owner is taking all the ease which ill-health 
iod restlessness will admit of. Those shoes are the 
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